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would protect the induHtvieH of the country, to be
•doptod, and which othorwise was iinpoHwible. I Huy,

Sir, that when the Rociirocity Treaty was uboli^hod by
the Unitod States, an Icndor of the Government at that time.

I went down to the Loj;i,~laturo of Nova Scotia and asked
the LegiHlaturo to ro-impOHO all the dulioH that were in

operation proviouH to ilie treaty, and which had been
suspended duiirg the t outinuanco of the treaty, and to

adopt the same (-yBtem in this relation, which had before

exihted ; and, Sir, as I have said before, I, on all occasions

pointed out to my countrymen, that while nature ha<l given
to Nova Scotia great natural resources, and such as had
made other countries great manufacturing centi-es, and had
built up flourishing and immense industries, it was utterly

impossible for any such result to follow, unless we became
part of a great Confederation, opening up an extensive
market within ourselves, by which such industries (ioulil be
fostered. 1 am told, Sir, that some remark which 1 made
on the occasion of the introduction of the Tariff of the
ex-Finance Minister, gave evidence that I was an out-

and-out Freo-Trader. Well, Sir, all I can say to this is, that

if bon. gentlemen opposite will refer to the fyles of the
Globe newspaper, they will find that I attacked the bon.
gentleman's Tariff on that occasion on the ground th* t it

took away the protection—the fostering protection—which
was given by the Tariff that bad previously existed, to

Canadian industries. Hon. gentlemen will discover that on
that occasion I joined issue with the ex-Minister of Finance
on the question of the proposed duties on shipbuilding,

and I said :
" Here is a great Canadian industry. It is

in a position that will not bear tampering with, and yet I

find that one of your first moves is to take away the protec-

tion which this industry has enjoyed, owing to the freedom
from duty upon ai'ticles which go into the constj-uction of
ships, and are imported into this country." And I was
able to fight the battle so sharply on that occasion, with
the aid of my friends on this side of the House, that wo
compelled the bon. gentleman to take back his Tariff, read-

just it, and make ii'^much less obnoxious than it was before.

I told the bon. gentleman in that debate—as will bo found
in the report to which I refer—that he was attacking the
industries of Canada by imposing a duty on machinery
which was brought into Canada, and this, too, when
there was no corresponding aid given to the manufacturers,

•who were to bring such machinery into this country, so that,

from the beginning to the end, Sir, I took the ground that

that bon. gentleman was striking a fatal blow at Canadian
industries in his Tariff, and defended the policy of fostering

the industries of Canada as far as it was in my power to do


