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change, we arc this day aflembled ; and in or-

der to do it with the greater finccrity, it will be

requifite to view the dangers we have efcaped.

Althougli Great Britain, after the treaty of

Amiens, was in no fort of danger from the dif-

femination of levelling principles, yet that un-

fortunate convention kit her in a condition

which, on reflexion, mortified and grieved the

^yarme(l friends of peace. It foon appeared that

the honor, rank, and fafety, of the nation, were
compromifed in that arrangement. The moil

extraordinarv conceflious a >d facrifices had b^cn

made, without any equivalent ; and, although

in as far as fhe was alone concerned, fhe was e-

minently fuccefsful ; fhe retired from the con-

tell with barren laurels. Not fo her enemy.

Ke not only retained all his conquefts, but in-

creafed his power to a moll alarming extent du-

ring the negociations. Had, however, as tnis

treaty was, fome very important advantages at-

tended it. It was a moft convincing proof of

the freedom enjoyed under the British confli-

tution ; and the great influence of public opini-

on over the policy of the government. The
people, tired of the war, murmured for peace ;

and a hollow truce was purch^fed, with facrifi-

ces which ought to have fecured fafc and per-

manent tranquility. But, inftead Oi tfeis, it was

followed up with infults and j|ggreflions: the

fpirit of the nation was faid, by Sle enemy, to b^

humbled ; and it was arrogantly boafled, that

Great Britain durft not oppofe France fingle*

handed. 1 he nation awoke from its lethargy
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