
Trade, which was almoft the only obje<?V of Export during

that period from the Province. The French Government
feem s ro have been totally unacquainted with the Mercan-
tile Rcfources of the Country and to have efteemed tlie pof-

feffion of it merely as being favourable to tiieir V iews in

diftrcfllng the neighbouring Britifti Colonies ; the Inhabitants

wcie miferably poor, and the Province was a dead weight on

that Kingdom. But, Sir, the Province has greatly chang-

ed fince it was ceded to Great Britain at the Peace of 1763,

the Commercial Spirit and Genius of thofe Britons who have

refoi ted to, and fettled in that Country, have by promoting

Indiiftry and Cultivation difcovered to the World the value

of that Province; and though the Efforts of a few Indivi-

duals have not been fufRcient to counteract all the pernicious

confequencf-s of an aibitraiy Syftem of Government, and

an uncertain Adminiftration of Law, yet they have produc-

ed a wonderful change on the Face of that Country, the

Towns and Villages are greatly t ncreafed ; the number of

the People is nearly tripled j there is a double Quantity of

Land cultivated j the Farmers are more comfortably lodged;

and a great number oi Ships are annually loaded with a

variety of Articles the produce of the Province : If fuch

amazing progrels has been made in the period of 25 Years,

not only without any Affiftance from Government by Boun-
ties or Encouragements, but while the Province was labour-

ing under OppreflTion, and the people fcarcely aflured of

cnjoving the Fruits of their Induftry, what may not be

cxpefted from the Country if encouraged by a Generous Syf-

tem of Government, and affifted by the foftering hand of
Great Britain ? When, in confequence of the People being

enlightened by Education and Science the effe6ts of anci-

ent and narrow Prejudices are deftroyed, and the Farmers

have been induced to change their prefent wretched Syftem

of Agriculture, I have no doubt, Sir, but the Province

will be confidered as a valuable Appendage in the line of

Trade j and inftead of exhibiting a weak Government and

impoveriflied Country, it will acquire that degree of refpefti-

jjility which its fituation, foil, and numbeb ought to command.
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