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Plea of the Colonies, 6cc.

To Lord M- •D.
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My Lord^

WHILE yoii were pleas'd to withdravi^

yourfelf from the cabinet, and fit in

filence behind the curtain, fecurely to en-

joy the confcious pleafure of guiding the

political machine, and giving birth to mea-
fures that you did not chufe publicly to adopt*

whatever we might think of your Lordfhip's

influence, or that of your noble countrymen
and friends, we were not fully at liberty to

exprefs our fentiments upon it. It was ge-

nerally believed that the noble Lord who pre-

fides in the Treafury, and his kinfman, the

late American Secretary, were not principals

in devifing the American war* They held a
language, both in public and in private, that

might tend to fecure them from the charge.

They were fometimes obferved to unfay, or
explain to nothing, what they had faid but

yefterday ; there was fuch a want of confl-

uence among fome of their a(^ions, there was
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