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Ling, lay North-caft 1 60 Leagurs, wi'.s Co Leagues

i)roacl, and from 20 to 60 Fathom deep. He from

thence entcr'd Eftricho de RcnquillOi which was 34
jL-eagucs long, two or three broad, and 20 to 28

Fathoms deep •, this, he fays, he pafs'd in 10 Hours,

having a ftout Gale and wjiole Ebb eaftward. May
not this or Ccrhel^s, or Rankin's Inlet, be Part of that

Streij.,ht that de Fonte pais'd, as he found the Ebb
ran Eafterly, though he came from the Weftern

Ocean, and as he foon after came to the Bofton Ship,

might it not have been trading in the Bay r>ear

Whalecove? Here he arrived the iSthof 7«/y, 1640,

when all the Ice was drove from that Coaft. That

this Manufcript Letter of de Fonte, publifh'd by

Mr. Pelivir, was a genuine Spanijh Mannfcript con-

vey'd to him from Ujhon^ where he had a Corref-

pondence with Men of Learning, and his getting

it from thence, feems very rational, and eafy to be

accounted for. The King of Spain was pofTefs'd of

Portugal until the Year 1 640, when de Fonte made
his Voyage, and the Spanijh American Ships then

came to Lijlwn, inftead of Cales. The Revolution

of Portugal happen'd that Year. The Ships coming

from America that Year, not knowing of the Re-
volution, were feiz'd by the Portuguefe^ and in one

of them this Letter, which not being of Confe-

quence to the Portuguefe, who were then only fol-

licitous of fecuring their Liberty and Independence,

was thrown carelelly by ; and coming, in Procefs of

Time, into fome curious Perfon's Hand, it was fent,

or a Copy of it, to Mr. Petiver in England-, and
publilh'd by him in 1707 or 1708. Though
it has been taken from an incorrect Copy, or care-

lefly printed ; y^t, that it was taken from a Spanijh

Manufcript, is almoft demonftrable both from the

Hifpamcifms in the Translation, and alfo fropn the

Spanijh Harbours menrion'd in it, which can't be
found


