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fourth centurv ; when the light of Christianity penetrating the gloom of thi-ir umbra-
geous oiiks, their admirable fabric of religion and morality gradually vicldcd to a &y!ttem,

which, in some of Lt3 most important doctrines, resembled, yet infinitely surpasbed,

their own.*
By embracing Christianity, the legislative dignity of the Druids was not immediately

affected ;t for according to the Manks tradition they and their descendants continued,

for several years, the teachers and rulers of the people.:]: But at length an irruption

of northern barbarians, spreading anarchy and devastation through the country, over-

threw their dominion ; and a long period ensued, in which the history of this island is

involved in darkness and fable, till the descent of

ORRY,
in the tenth century.

This prince was of the Danish line, and after subduing the Orcades and Hebrides,

at last established his throne in Mona. Though he assumed the government by violence,

his reign was undisturbed by any domestic comn^ lion : and to his polity the Manks
arc inm:bted for the origin of tlieir Constitutional Representatives ; who for several sue-

ceeding ages sometimes feebly opposed, but more frequently sanctroned regal oppression.

After a long reign, Orry was succeeded by his son,

GUTTRED :

A prince who devoted his attention to the welfare of his subjects : he erected the

noble relic of Danish architecture, Castle-Rushen ; and in that durable monument of
his regal grandeur lies obscurely buried.

The third prince of the Danish line was
REntSAta,

who sacrificed tl)e dignity of his character to lust and intemperance. His vices accele-

rated his ruin : for having seduced a lady, whose brothers were soldiers of fortune, liiey

revenged her dishonour by the death of her seducer. On this event,

01 A Vg,

having assumed the crown without the ap|itol>atinn of the king of Denmark, was with

much apparent friendship invited to his court : imt on his arrival was arraigned; and
executed as a traitor to the supremacy of the Danish ifironc. His brother,

1*1 * fH,

succeeded him, who, after an ecj^uitubl^ mtif died in Ireland, and had for his sue-"^
\iJtii

whose memory has hepf) branded witll tiktjl bllW/g, fls )yp Poiioned hv ili» governor,

and most probably succeeded I ;/

'^

a gallant prifire, who, for refusing huinc^^. i^W^ Hfffftiih crown, was deprived of the

diadem of the ivies. It was however soon alji^rwards restored to him, with a plenitude

of honour. He was created by tite £ng|ifi|| fnonarch admiral of a numerous fleet,

with which he anmially circiinuiavigated wc British isles; to guard them from the ra-

• SetChep Xn. . ^ _, .

t During this pericKl, the mt of Man, according to Boetlus and other writers, was the fountalfn of all

pure learning ; the residence of the Mutes ; ntid a literary retirement for the heirs of the crown of
ScoUand. From this it may be ; resumed that the erudition, genius and virtue of the Druids for some
agessunrived their religious estatimliment in this country.

t Ninnius mentions the invanonof this island by one Binle, a Scot ; and other writers its reduction by
E^n, king of NorthambeHand ; but these were temporary ravages, and not conquests.
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