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in^' a rirli pcrfuinc. Several Inmdred prTsnns, incii, women,
uiul ciiildicn, sat there ; the ineti aiul hos's in ^ay-culoured
sashes, their summer hats of h^^ht straw lyinpj oti the; j^rass

beside tliem ; the women and j;irls in jackets of many
coloiitcd (lotli, h'rencli ljcad-(lrcss(!S of tlic hriglitest hues,
an<l tlitir best moccasins on their fec-t.

'llie Tastor said prace while all stood. When seats

had been resumed, the youn{:( Marquis arose, and pled^'ed

Ijis tenants in a glass of sj^arklmg ale. ICach drained the

pledge, and a loud '• Vivat, Marquis!" again arose.

Dinner then proceeih-d. As soon as it was over wine was
freely distributed, and each board groaned beneath a

weight of foreign and native fruits, mingled with con-

fectionery.

Afl(!r the entertainment the tables were removed, the

trees hung with festoonetl lights—green, purple, crimson,

and otluir colours, the cascades, fountains and rivulets,

illuminated with a surprising profusion of [Russian lights,

giving them as by magic, the appearance of liquid lire;

and every part of the grounds resounded with gay music.

The tenants were under no restraint whatever. 'J'hey

wandered about in this gorgeous fairy land as they
pleased ; here, in some retired alcove, partaking of foreign

delicacies, with whose very name they were nnactiuainled,

there, dancing on the smooth sod. Never had there l)een

such a day in Kougemont.
On the lawn next the house dancing was kept up

all day. The Marcjuis and his bride led off the first

(igur(\ and a bridesmaid and a young habitan the second.

Within the mansion the scene was da/.zling. A long

suite of rooms, consisting of tifO great saloon, the; drawing
and dining rooms, the ball-room, the conservatory and
green-house, were thrown into one line. Delicate pilas-

ters, wreathed with roses, and covered witii gilding, shot

lip at regular intervals on each side along the whole

length of the suite ; the roof above was decorated with

crowns and wreaths of roses and lilies: and both walls

and roof were interspersed with a million of lights erpially

scjft and brilliant.

The furniture was of that magnificent and antique

character, which insensibly carried the imagination back

to the days of old romance. There were pedestals and
side-boards of the rich time of Louis XIV. ; carved chairs,

of an earlier date, white and gold, covered with tapestry
;


