
4o6 THE LOST HEIR

body of a child about the same age, who had died

in- the workhouse, was placed in the canal in some of

the clothes the missing heir had worn when taken

away. I owe it to myseif to say that in all this there

was . no question of payment between this man and

myself I am well off, and I acted simply to oblige

a man who had stood by the side of my brother to

death. Whether his name was Simcoe or Sanderson

mattered nothing to me ; I should have aided him just

the same. But I did believe that it was Simcoe, and that

having risked his life to save that of General Mathieson

he had as good a right as another to his inheritance.

He never hinted to me that it would be a good thing

if the child was got rid of altogether. He knew well

enough that if he had done so I would not only have

had nothing to do with it, but that I would have taken

steps to have put a stop to his game altogether. Now
I have only to add that having fairly stated the part

that I bore in this affair, I have nothing more to say

except that I have now retired from business altogether,

and that this is the last that the world will hear of

William Sanderson's accomplice."

For four or five years Hilda Covington devoted much
of her time to assisting Netta Leeds in her work, but

at the end of that time she married. Her husband was

a widower, whose wife had died in her first confinement.

His name was Desmond. He sold out of the army,

and Hilda never had reason to regret that she had

played the part of a gipsy woman at Laciy Moulton's

fete.

Walter grew up strong and healthy, and is one of the

most popular men of his county. His early love for

the water developed, and he served his time as a mid-
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