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TJio rusli of (ligp^ors iiitu tlio lunv country will ousiiro for

it uii active though temporary scttloinoiit ; hut those luiiieral

products which it (I wliich ily ho iliedpossesses,

hy steady energy and the e]u|»ltiynient of capital, will retain a

considerahlo pernument poi»ulation, and give that solidity of

wealth which alone would warrant the construction of a lino

of railway through a difUcult and otherwise iniproductivo

country. Throughout the Saskatchewan country there aro

deposits of coal, which, although not to he comi>ared in ([uality

with that we arc familiar with in this country, are yet of

considerahlo value. Coal of a similar geological fovmation,

hut of somewhat hotter quality, also occurs on Vancouver's

Island and the ojjposite mainland, near the mouth of Fraser

Iviver ; and at the former locality it is worked, and finds a

market as ordinary fuel, for the manufacture of gas, and, ahovo

all in importance to us, for the supply of our steam navy.

Tt answers well for the generation of steam ; and the occur-

rence of this coal on Vancouver's Island, which possesses

magnificent harbourage, renders that colony a valuable link

in a chain of communication with Chiiip and the East Indies,

by way of a route across the North iVmerican continent.
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