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cannot be said to have {^rown more Frcnchificcl. In Montreal nearly

all the I"'rench-Canadians can speak Mn^flisii, while comparatively few

C.maclians cati speak I'rench. ICn^lish is taught in all the French schools,

and while I*Vench is likely to be the lanj^'na^e of the home in (Juebec

province for generations, Kn^lish is certain to be the lan^ua^^e of com-

merce. If the chief cities of the province derived their importance from

local trade, the French lan^^uaj^e would umhndjtedly prevail in the end.

but the manuf.ictiirers and importers depend more upon the maritime

provinces, IJntario ami the North-west for trade, than on their own prov-

ince. The geograi)hical position of Quebec province is such that it can-

not become commercially isolated from the rest of the continent, and the

people trading; continually with Fnj,dish-speakin^ people must gradually

become Anjjjlicized. It may be said that so little has been accomplished

in that direction in the past that nothin^^ can be expected from the future,

but it must be remembered that the era of railroad construction in Canada
has just bcLjun, and that the whole railroad system of the country will

always be to a great extent tributary to the Grand Trunk and Canadian

Pacific Railways, which have their termini in this province. As the North-

west becomes populated with millions of Knglish-speaking people and

Ontario's population increases, the volume of trade pouring down the St.

Lawrence will be enormous, and having such close commercial relations

with the rest of the Dominion, the people of Queb(;c must in time become
assimilated. Socially the Canadians and F^rench-Canadians do not inter-

mingle as they should, but the lines are not as rigidly drawn as they were

at one time. In business no distinctions are made, as a rule, and those

Americans who imagine that a war of races is liable to break out at any

time in Canada, would be surprised at the amicable relations that really

exist between the French and English-speaking citizens of Montreal.

Undoubtedly it would be far better for Canada if the French-Canadians

would intermarry with the rest of the population and adopt the English

language, but there are no indications that the isolation of the French is

likely to bring about the disintegration of Canada. Some of the minor

FVench politicians and newspapers may declare that the French-Canadians

are more French than ever, but there is no doubt that English ideas have

made considerable headway. Moreover, they are not now confined to one

province, although the majority are in Quebec, and the influence of the

Roman Catholic clergy is always on the side of the Dominion government.

This generation certainly will not see a fusion of the two races, but there

is no reason to expect that the people will not live amicably side by side

in the future as they are doing at present and have done in the past, mu-
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