hat conduces to the dignity and happiners nf’
-gn may ha indebled to this nstrumentality, is
-t to bu knnwn nnw; but that grent sevenler of
-gevets, the Last Day, will du justice to thia im-
portant subjsct, and will oxhubit us astonusting
connexton with the whole history of man.

i feet perouaded, Mc Editor that you will have
no objection to reccard one mstance more which
tus come under my knowledge, of the happy re
whte of 8 muther’s mfluence e drawing from the
snares of vice, and o dwectng to the path of
life, & son whose uutowsrd nature afforded bt
iitle promise of success — The youth to whowmn }
diude nherted from nature & large portioy ol
those passions which seek an early mastery over
all those 1 whom they abide as tnherent quali.
fies; and which are pot upt 1o yield to the fue-
tle restraints of disciphne. He was indecd
at no time so far abandoned to obduracy as o
fose all sease of respect for God and his purents.
Buta heart deceifful abore all things and desper-
alely wicked hurried lnm into scenes and excess
#3, which were well designed effectually 1o ob
lierate from lus mind every impression af tliat
pious counsel in which he had been nurtured

~ When sufficicntly advanced in hfe to enter into
scenes of dissipation, his groatest pleasure fay
in the company of those who paid no respect
whatever to the iastitutions of religiun, Among
them he heard the nama of God profaned, saw
the sabbath turned into a season of ughallowed
smugement and recreation, and became familiar-
zed to various habits of ungodiy life.  Qn une
occasion when he had prepared hiniself for the
brainless enjoyment of o horse race, snd was is
suing forth Aushed with the oxpectation of the
pleasure that he wasabout to realize among his
jvial companions, and their flowing bowls, he
was et by the then anwelcome form of a griev-
ed, anxious Mofher. The tear which was be-
gnong to roll dJown her peasive cheek told him
planly enough the meamng of that unexpected
wterview, and imparted an avo to ker presence
which damped s headlong ardour. She im-
proved the mament to wary the impetuous youth
the enticement of smners were pourtrayed, the
.asy descent 1o the golf smoking with the ruin
fhuman wretches was pointed out, and the
woice of parental authority faltering with grief,
_emandmp the prompt relinquishment of his mad
esign.  $le rematned for u time motionless and
_sconcerted. Butaiter recovering a Iittle from
s embarrassment, in order to mitigate the af
ectionste solicitude which throbbed with rapid
mlsations theought 8 parent’s aching heart, he
romaed her that this should be the last time
hat he would ever urga his way to such a scene.
Fhe promise, however, was forgotton almost as
son as made, and the tumult of pleasure speedi-
r drowned the voice of maternal expostulatien

That mother, who thus saw herself in s man-
-er deserted by a profligate child, whe perceiv.
- that her kindest entreaties passed like the
ansient gale oves the heart of the fickle youth,
#ill did not intermit her prudent cfforts to arrest
.od restrain his infatuation.  After he bad vio-
Ited a solemn promise, and had shawn no symp-
tems of compunction or regret, she might have
concluded it a hojcless experiment to use any
further endeavours to controb] or persuade him.
But though often disappointed, she did not cease
0 interpose, betwixt ail the intervalsof his so-
hr reflection, reproof: mingled with tears and
tiodaess,

ENTERTAINER. 154

\fivr the lapso of a little time  this young’relics of the brave and the featful, the £oud and
mun was required, in the prosecution of bust [the bad, the parent, the cinld, the wife, the hus-
nt-s tytuke leave of the parental soof, and tolband, the brother, aud sister, amd lover, which
mu'vr his ubode among slrangers.  Even t!uznihuve been tosued, und scattered, and buried by
he v ntinued 8 course of thoughtless hving, and the  washwy, Wwustng, wandering sca? The
seemed to harden hsmaelf 1 the wilful rojection journeyng winds msy sigh, us year after year
of every serous theught, On one evenng al-'they pnss over their beds. The golitary r1ain-
ter u scene of misthiul levity, the thought ot a cluud may wecp i darkness over the mmgled
distart mother stole upon liss mund, and found 2 reqams wlich e streved i that yawonted ce-
moment’s indulgence, It solled gently and soft- metery, But who shall tell the bercaved to what
Iy upon by spuit, ke a retmote sound winch spot thewr affectons ney cling? And where
the dn of the dsy had drowned, but which shall bunan tears be shed throughout thot sn.
the silence of the night permitted v reach lus'lemu sepulchre? 1618 mystery all - When shall
thoughtlees sence.~With the 1dea of a grieved, 1t be resalved? Who ehall find it out?  Who,
neglected putent, was sssocinted the remewm ;but e to whom the wildest waves istes rever-
branco of hur tears, hee importunate admontions, ently, and 1o whom all nature bows; he who
her perseveriog diigence w casting obstaches i 'shall ono day speak, und ve heard in vcean’s
his way to desiruction, and also s oua repeat., profoundest caves; 1o whoimn the deep, even the
ed promises. The impression was deep aud sa. luwest deep, shall give up all ity dead, when the
lutary. He wus aguated during the might by sun shall swhen, and the earth aud the isles
awlul apprehensions of an smpendiog yu, and shall languish, aud the heavens be rolled toge-
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the sull more dreadful fear that he had now 1o ther Lke a scroll, and there shall bo “‘ no more

deal with that God whom ins crines and mgrata.
tude had rendered mexoruble for ever. ‘Uhe re-

solution, however, was deeply fived and unpot.’

ed on lis mund, that hie would break off hus suns,
aud pursue a hio af reclitude and sobnety. It
pleased €od at the same Lume to muke s heart
soft, and to wchne Inm to the ways of nghte.us.
ness. The pious counsels of lus mother came
fsesh to hus recolleetion.  His soul was meliea
mto deep contrtion, and | he soun conveyed to
thu delighted ear of thut alfechiunute parent, whe
had been so long afthcted by hus huittul levities
and sin the pleasing mtelligence of e repent-
ance towards God and funth i the Loid Jesus,
A B
by W—

WONDERS OF THE QCEAN,

There is mystery in the sea. There is mystery
in ts dejths. It i3 unfathomed, and perhups

sea. '~ Nev. Mr Greenvead,
et
EVILS OF NEGL‘ECT!NG THE THOUGHTS.

OF the many evils which spring from vnregu-
lated thoughts, § shall now notice those only
(which are partscularly connected wah the imn-
‘ginatwon.  Aund first in reference to our worldly
condition, ‘there is that revelry of the imagina-
tion which passes under the general nsme of
‘eastio-buildimg  This at fiest appesrs innocent,
but it is unprofitable to itself, and mjurious in
us effects, aud thetefore to be avoided. By the
habit of musing o imaginary felicity, we acquire
a distaste for the sober realities, and on aversian
to the common duties of life. It produres dis-
lconfent and querulousness. It unnerves the
18oul, and unfits. it for sational emplaymeat and
vigarous exertion.  Besides, action is the prop-
er business of life, and it is not fo he neglected
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unfathomable. Who can tell, who shall’ know, twith innecence; and while our minds are occu-
how near its pits run down to the central core of yied in forming visions of unrest ar unatteina-

the world? Wha can tell what wells, what foun-
taing are there, to winch the fouatnns of the
carth are in comparison Lut drops?  Who shall
say whence the ocean derives thuse nexhausti-
Lle supplies of salt, whicl 50 impregnate its wa-
ters that all the rivers of the earth, pouring into
it from the time of the creatwan have not been
able 1o freshen them? What undescribed mon-
sters, what unimaginable shapes may be roving
in the profoundest places of the sea, never seek-
ing, and pechaps from their nature unable to

seek, the upper waters, aud expose themselves,

to the gaze of man! What glittering riches, what
Keaps of gold, what stores of gems, there must
be scattered in Javish profusion on the ocean’s
lowest bed! What spoils from all chmnates, what
works of art from all lands, havo been inguifed
by the insatiable snd reckless waves! Who
shall go down to examine and reclaim this vnsc-
counted wealth? Who Lears the keys of the
deep? .

Aad 0! vet more affecting to the heart, and
mysterious to the mind, what compames of hu-
man begs are locked up in that wide, welter-
ing, unsearchable grave of the sea! Where are
the bodies of those lost anes, over whom the
meisncholy waves alone have been chanting re-
quiem? what shrouvds were wrapped round the
fimbs of beauty, and of maghood, and of placid
infancy, whea they were laid on the dark flocr
of that secret tomb? Where are the boges, the

i

ibie joy, our joy is wasted, our upporfunities of
'usetuiness and improvement lost, and cur pow.
}ers themseliea debditated and abused.

., On the other hand, there are, many whose
Tminds are continually looking on the darkest
Iside ofthings,sre Cwelling on the inconvemences,
(difficulties, and evils of their situstinn, and mog-
nifying them by adding those of the imogwation;
muliiplying the possible chances of msfortune,
and foreboding nothing bul dissppointinent and
suffering.  This produces habitual anxtety, des-
ipondence, and melanchely. The cause of thus
118 indced sometimes constitutional, but it more
| frequently arises from the want of a proper gov-
ernment of the thoughts. We ought not to sufs
fes our imaginations to be thus gloumily employ-
ed, for it 15 @ serious duly to maintain a disposi-
tion of cheerfulness and hope.

We should by effurt direct our minds te bright-
er views und gayer prospects. We shouvld re-
member, thal whatever may be our sitvation, it
is that in whickh God has chosen 1o place us, that
we never can be separsted from hus narental
care, and that whatever suffesings may await us,
they will be appointed ig mercy, will be measur-
ed to us by ouratrength to bear them, and may
be mads the means of our greatest and final hap-
piness.

There is & government, of the thoughts more
impottant, particulatly to the young, than pes-




