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presentt itself aqs the only available means by whieh this ex-
tremelY dangerous invasion of the fuadainental rights of self-
governoring municipalitieg can be preveuted. It May Safely
be affirmed that a conjiintu*e mor0e Urgently demanding the
exercise Of thât Power bas ineyer oecurred siiice the Blritish North
Anierica Act was passed.

The unfirness of forcing obligations heavier than those
which theyr originally corisented to assume is obvions and gla ring.
There seme to be soine likelihood that in a portion nt lenst of
the cities concex iaed a majority fa favour of the revisedl con-
tracts nilget not now be obti*ined. Apart froni other consiCdera-

t tions, not a few ratepayers may be inclined ta question the vvisdom
of binding themeselves for so long a period as that covered by the
contraets. In an age when ne wiexpected scientifi, discovery
sueeceds anDther with startiing rapidity, a prudent municipality
inay well hesitate ta commit itself to an unqualified obligation to
take, for any considerab]e lermgth of time, and at a fixed price,
power gcnerqted in any particular mnanner. The ratepayers of,
let us oay. 1930, woul scarcely feel grateful ta their predeces-
sors of the prescrit generatiori, if by soîre new de ice the Niagara
F'alls were rendered obsolete as a source of energy commercially
profitable. That this event is by noa means improbable, anyone
who adverts ta the extraordinary progress of invention withiri
the ]ast quarter of a century will readily admit. But the view
whieh may be beld with regard ta this or anty other special aspect
of the matter i.3 inimaterial. The essential point is that the rate-
payers shauld be given an opportumiity of declaring whether they
wish to beconie parties ta the contracte ini their altered forra.
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