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the leaves in our fpecimens, and in thofc col]e<fted by.

a gentleman wlio favored me with the fight of

the plant, are far more pointed, than in the engraved

fif^urc. The ftalks have conllantJy but one flower.

The dyed porcupine-quills iznt along with the

roots from Iludfon's-bay, are of the brighteft red and

vellow : and this circumftance fuggeiled to me the

thoughts of trying whether thefe roots might not

be ufefully employed in dying. I mentioned it to

you, and was encouraged to make fuch a trial, as

the finall quantity of the roots would permit.

I boiled a piece of flannel in a folution of half

fait of tartar and half alum : the wet flannel was

hereupon put into the decodion of the threeleaved

Hellebore-roots, and boiled in it for the fpace of

about 1 2 or 1 5 minutes j the flannel, when extracted,

was dyed with a bright and lafl:ing yellow dye. A
white porcupine quill, boiled in the fame decodlion,

became nearly of as bright a yellow, as thofe lent

over from Hudfon's-bay. This experiment made
me believe, that I had hit upon the right method
of dying with the threeleaved Hellebore ; and will,

I hope, prompt the diredors of the Hudlon's-bay

Company to order larger quantities of this root from

their fettlements, as it will no doubt become an

ufelul article of commerce.

The flannel, boiled in fait of tartar and alum as

above-mentioned, v/as likewife immerfed and boiled

for nearly the fame fpace of time as in the former

experiment, in a decodion of the root of the Ga-
lium Tindorium, but it would dye only a dull and
faint red. A porcupine quill boiled with it be-

came yellow, but by no means red. This opera-


