
NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA.

ihip, Comekela, who for feveral days had been in a ftate of the moft

anxious impatience, now enjoyed the inexpreflible delight of once more

beholding his native land, to which he returned with the confcious pride

of knowledge acquired by his voyage, and in the pofleflion of thofe arti-

cles of utility or decoration, which would create the wonder, and en<

creafe the refpeft of his nation. His joy, however, received no incon-

fiderable interruption from the abfence of his brother Maquilla, the

chief of King George's Sound, and his relation.Callicum, who flood next

in rank to the fovereign. Thefe chiefs were, at this time, on a viHt of

ceremony to Wicananifii, a powerful prince of a tribe to the Southward.

Of this circumftance we were informed by Hannapa, who in the ab-

fence of the two fuperior chiefs was left in power at Nootka, and who

was come on board to pay us a vifit.

At this time Comekela was dreiTed in a fcarlet regimental coat, deco-

rated with brafs buttons,—a military hat fet offwith a flaunting cockade,

decent linens, and other appendages of European drefs, which was far

more than fufficient to excite the extreme admiration of his country-

men. Nor was Hannapa infenfible to the appearance of Comekela ; for

he regarded him not only with the moft prying attention, but alfo with

ftriking cxpreffions of that envy which is a very prevalent paffiou

among the natives of this part of America.

In a (hort time the fliip was furrounded with a great number of

canoes, which were filled with men, women and children; they brought

alfo confiderable fupplies of fifh, and we did not hefitate a moment to

purchafe an article fovery acceptable to people juft arrived from a long,

and toilfome voyage.
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