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had to furmounty in a country mugged, pathlefs^ and un<

known, acrofs the Allegheny mountains^ through unfre-

quented woods and dangerous defiles. From the li..Ie

meadows the army proceeded in two diviiions. At the

liead 6f the fiifl, confilling of 1400 men, was the general

himfelfy with the greateft part of the ammunition and
artillery. The fecond> with the provilions, (lores^ and
heavy baggage, was led by colonel Dunbar, Never was
man more confident of fuccefs than this unfortunate of-

ficer. Being advifed at the great meadows, that the e-*

nemy expe<fted a reinforcen#ht x)f 500 regular troops^

he puflied on by forced marches with fo much difpatch,

that he fatigued the foldiersy weakened his horfes, and
left his fecond divifion near 40 miles in the rear. The
enemy being not more than 200 ftrong at their fort on
the Ohio, gave no obUrudion to the march ofour forces,

till the 9th of July ; when about noon our troops paflTed

the Monangahela, and were then within feven miles of

fort du Quefne. Unapprebenfive of the approach of an

enemy, at once was the alarm given, by a quick and hea-

vy fire upon the vanguard; under lieutenant colonel

Gage. Immediately the main body, in good order and
high ipirits, advanced to fuflain them. Orders were
then given to halt, and form into battalia. At this

jundlure the van falling back upon them, in great con-

fufion, a general panic feized the whole body of the fol-

diers ; and all attempts to rally them proved utterly in-

effedual. The general and all the officers exerted their

utmoU aAivity to recover them from the univerfal fur-

prize and diforder : but equally deaf were they to in-

treaties and commands. During this fcene ofconfufion
they expended their ammunition in the wildelt and mod
unmeaning fire. Some difcharoing their pieces on our

own parties, who were advanced from the main body for

the recovery of the cannon. After three hours ipent

In this melancholy fituation, enduring a terrible flaugh-

ter, from (it ifiay bs faid) an invijible foe, orders were

given to found a retreat, that the men might be brought

to cover the waggons. Thefe they furrounded but a

Hiort fpace of time ; for the enemy*! fire being again

warmly renewed from the front and left fiank, the

whole army took to immediate fiight^ leaving behind

/ them


