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Tioi di" ///nV A /t/V^ powers, tiiat tlieir successors-were nmcli

interior to them. ;Mid tliat an era sj)ruii^ up consisting of

UKMi. iiKire capab.e ot' admiriiirr what had \\rru; thaii oi"

r.»mmuiiicatiiii,' a ih'w imj)etus to events, 'J'lie conclu-

sion-; Vthich such writers have anrd from tin; })a(:e ol

justorv, mav \h' as surelv <lerived from ;in abstract view oi

lilt' r-uhject. Wiiat they report to us us the result of look-

iiiL"; outward upon events, mav be attained to i»v lookincr

inward uj)on doctrines. Philoso[)hy a})art from ohserva-

tion, would as><ure us, that such results must (/row out oi

the necessity of tiiinii-s,— lu') science, whether it be moral

'r material, whether i^ relate to mind or to matter, can

loiiiT flourish witliout an occasional reversion to jn'incij)i(;

and nature. Il" there b<^ no such occurrence, practice-

soon outruns theory, and men iind lliemselves reduced to

one. of two courses-—either they rotatff round a limited

minibrr of truths, or wearird of this mak'^ tancy the expo-

sitor of science, and invent cond)inati<His tliat are o-rotesque,

ahsurd, and pernicious. It has been the fate of several oi'

tlu^ arts to remain in this condition durincr cousiderahle

periods: and the lonirer the career tliev iiave run in such

<Hr<'Ctions, the more sterile has been their estate ai the hist.

it is also matter of oh.servation, that in projiortion as they

have continued in this decliniriL^ state, in like deirrce lias

heen the unwillinirness siiewn, to break in upon the louii

prescn))tioii of lolly and weakness. It comes to he fata-

lity at the last. .Superstitious feelinos put shackles upon

the mind, and men estimate the )>reiudice< to which they

;ire cliuiiiuir, by the anu)nnt of years or centuries tlircdiifb

which they have lasted. They tak(^ the s(piares of the dis-

tances, and conorratulate themselves that the amount is so

larsre. On the other hand, each movement in advrnco i-

always to lie measured from the uiMinent that some one
lias vemured to question the ri^lit oftlie j)ast to rfictate i<*


