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Afler much skirmishing on both sides, in vvhicli no

great advantage was gained, a decisive antl bloody

battle was fought, hite in tlie tall, on the Gravelly

Fork, a few miles above its confluence witli the Kansas

river, in which tlie Kansas came oft' victorious with the

h)ssof'the brave and gallant Kis-ke-mas, and fourteen

or fifiteen of his warriors. The loss on the other side

was much more considera])le; the Mahas and Ottowas

haxiug lost thirty-five killed, and twenty-five taken

j)risoners.

The return of the Kansas with their prisoners and

scalps was greeted by the squaws, as is usual on such

occasions, l)y the most extravagant rejoicings ; while

every imaginable hidignity was practised on the pri-

soners. The rage of the rehct of Kis-ke-mas knew

no bounds : she, with the rest of the squaws, par-

ticularly tho.e who had lost any connections, and the

children, whipped the prisoners with green briars,

and hazle switches, and threw firebrands, clubs, and

stones at them, as they ran between their ranks to

the painted post, which is a goal of safety for all who

arrive at it, till their fate is finally determined in a

general council of the victorious warriors. A farther

account of this ceremony will be subsequently no-

ticed. The prisoners all arrived at the place of safety

alive : though some of them were horribly mangled.

In the course of a few days, a council was held, in

which it was determined to spare the lives of all

the prisoners except two, who were chiefs, and had

rendered themselves conspicuous objects for revenge,

from instigating the confederate war. These two chiefs

were Mahas ; they were never heard to complain


