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though oF u pcfculiiir disposition that kept him coiitiiiiiiilly in

controvei-sy. It was wittily saitl of Iiini oncu that he was
always positive; and sonietinies accurate. IFc was well

veised in tiie natural sciences, and much interested in astron-

omy. Dr. Douj^lass op{)ost!d strenuously, hoth by tctnj^ue

and pen, the introduction of small-pox inoculation, though
he lived to modify his views nn this subject. He took up
Ins al)ode at Host(jn in the year 17 IH, at which time he was
the only physician here who had recieived tin; Doctorate of

Medicine.

lie writes, under (hite of Feb. 'JO, 1720-21, to his com-
patriot, Dr. CadwalhuUn- ('olden, who had settled at New
York, also in the year 171H :

—
"You coinphiiii (if tlio priicticc of IMiysick l)t'iii<i tniderviiliifd in

your )»arts uiid with rciison ; we nn' not luucli Ixfttcr in tliiit respect in

this place; we jilmund with I'ractilioners, tliouiili no oilier jfra<liiale

tliaii myself, wo liav(( fourteen Apotiieeary sliop« in IJoston ; all our

J^raetitioners dispense their own medicines."*

Dr. Doughiss appears to iiave been fairly successful as a

pliysician, and in a little more than two years after the date

of this letter he was tl»e owner of a large tract of hmd in

Worcester (^ounty, which is now included within the limits

of Douglas, — a town named after him, though the iiiuil x is

dropped. In the year 17-5.") he was one of a small number
of persons who formed a medical society in Boston, the iirst

association of the kind in the eouittry.

In a letter written by him to the assessors of the town oi

Boston, and dated April 28, 1747, he says: —
" Further I may observe to you tliat I am or Soon must he in the

Decline of Human life: therelbre do not endeavor to increase my
Fortune, liaviiiij; no family to provide for: hut sliall yearly lessen it, Iiy

dooiiig charities in my life tiiut; liy donations and bounties." t

I have been thus explicit with Dr. Douglass's aflUirs in

order to show that it is not improbable that lit; was the "-cer-

tain gentleman of the town of Boston," alluded to in the

printed Journal of the House of I{ei)resentatives, July 7,

1789, and about whom a ([uery was raised by our Corre-

sponding Member, Mi'. Moore, of New York, in a letter to

the President of this Society, J written two years ago.

* 4 Miiss. Hist. Coll., vol. ii. p. ir,4.

t The Boston Medical »iul Surgical Journal, vol. civ. p. 538; June 8, 1881.

} Procceilings, vol. xix. j). 250.
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