
E. RACICOTS
Speech to his constituents, at West Farnham,

Saturday, Nov. 1st, 1879.

^EJ.TLKMEX:—The vote wliich I giivc

last V'ediiesday in favor of Mr. Lyiicli's

want of coiilideiico motion may liav«

caused some a.'itoiiishmeiit among my
many sincere friends in this County, and,

as the dehate in tlie House was closed

ratiier abruptly before 1 liad an oppor-

tunity to txi)lain, I deemed it my duty

to give explanations to niy eons'^ituents

as soon as possible. 1 chose the good

town of Farnham as the place of meeting

because it is the frst stopping place in

the County on my return from (.^lu^bec,

and because, moreover. I cannot forget

the generous support, the large majority

vvhii;h I got h(M-e, not only from Liberals

but also from Conservatives. 1 therefore,

last Tiiursday, sent frou» Quebec letters

and telegrams to different parts of the

County to aimoiuice the meeting, and

here I am before you to-da^'.

GtMitlemcM, you all know that when I

consentc' ^o become a candidate a year

ago last spi. *j;, and during the canvass

which followid, it was well understood

that 1 w lis not presenting myself as a

thi(!k and thin supporter of the Jol}'

Government; 1 told you that 1 disap-

proyed of the Delioucherville aihninlstra-

tion, that 1 justilied the dismissal of that

administi'ation by the Lieut.-Governor

anil that 1 approved of the progranime of

economy and retrenchuMMit of the Joly

Government. But 1 told you also, dis-

tinctly that beyond that I desired to re-

main completely unfettered so as to judge

the future acts and measures of theGoy-

<'rnnjeiit freely and impartially on their

own merits, according to the dictates of

my own judgnu'Ut. 1 would never have

accepted the canilidature under ditterent

conditions. Well, did the .loly Govern-

ment deserve the conlidence of the Pro-

vince last week? I have by my vote an-

swered that question iu the negative. 1

am satisfied that I was right and I would

vote the same way again. It, has been

for their evident Incapacity that I found

faidt with them. They were unable, for

instance, to abolish the Legislative ('oun-

cil. They kne'v that by the Constitution

I

the}' (onld not carry that measure with-

j

out the assent of the Councillors them-

I
selves, and j'ct did they ever try to ob-

: tain the good-will of the Councillors, to

I

talk to their patriotism, to make some
I compr(»mise with them to begin with, to

! get by stratagem what they could not

I

obtain by sheer force, like the General

; who tries to effect an entrance by going

! around the citadel when he finds that the

I

front wall is impregnable? .Not a bit of

it. Did they suggest any prai-tical way
to get out of the dillicidty. Not one.

Tiicir intenti<Mi was good enough, but

they apparently did not know how to do

I

it. In order to carry on the affairs of

th(i conntiy successfully tlie members of

it. Governme'it must not only be honest,

but they must also be capable men; it

must be a combination of honesty and

ability. One of the two qnalities is not

enough. The imnates of the Lunatic Asy-

lum at Beauport can hariUy be said to be

dishonest. Diu'ing the last session, par-

ticulaily towards the end in August, any

one coidd easily see that I had no great

admiration for the geniuses who were at

the head of our Provincial affairs : a few

of my votes then were certainly not

very complinientar\- to them. .Some of

my friends will remember the expres-

sion I used (among ourselves) when I

was out of patience at some particidarly

weak diiings of the Ministry (and that

occurred often enough, God knows) and

that was: *' Nous sarmnes sous le regne

lies imbeciles.-'' But, still I do act know
but thej' were better than the others.

I inclined to the belief that they were the

least of two eyils; I did not want the old

crew back again. And so the session

dragged on until I paired off about the

20tl« of August and came back home
pretty well disgusted with politics in

general and with Ministers of the Crown


