
SENATE

on the tariin. I would like to azk tliu 1e.îdei
of the Governnent if, when tiie estiiiiates
are prepared sud broughit before the House
of Commrons, there will not be an immiiense
suii of money required to iniprove the
national railroads of the country-zoure-
thing that mnust' be done. 1 understand
that it wiIl take at least 50 millions. to
repair portions of the National railway,
what is comrnonly known as the Canadian
Northern railway syeitemr. That rnoney
will have to be borrowed alon., with the
rest; but, as hias been said in this House,
there nrust corne an end to borroving; there
must corne a day 'when we wvill have to
pay brick. Where that money will co:rre
from we do not know; we are leaving tiraI
to the Finance Minister; but the anrioln
required for the railways of this country
duringa the coxning season will lie enoriiuots;
*aid I would auggest that if the Governinent
have any money or can borrow any il vill
be beat for thein to put those railways in
sud> a shape that they caui carry the
western produce to the seaboard. They
cannot carry it safely to-day, as the lion-
.ourrrhle leader ia well aware. Surely it
would ha better te put this money %vlere
there wvould he somne return. and where il
,would ha. niost needed.

Hon. E. D. SMITH: It seein to nie that
there are two questions involved in tis
Bill. First, dio we need t.he roads badly.? Do
we need theru badly enoughl to borrow the
money to biiild them? Secondly. is the
Dominion G overnunent justified in borrow-
ing that nroney and handing il over to the
provinces? I tirink we are justified. lie-
cause I thînk w-e need these roads badly.
1 believe that at this stage of our de' elop-
nient these roads are more important tho;n
our* great steaur roads. We have su)ent
hundred of millions o! dollars on stc-iam
roads; sureiy it xvill not be a great hardship
for this Dominion to expend durinz a
period of five years 20 millions of dollars
to help various provinces in furnishing
feeders for those roads. 0f what use iz it
to have steam roads unless you have feeders
for their? -And thie ultimata feeder is the
road that is us.ed by our trucks and
wagons.

It seeius to mie that "'e are justified rn
paSSing" this Measure as a ineaus; of in-
creasing production in the country. I do net
thirik w\e %vould he iustified iiu pazincg
ii for any other reason. It is true, as niany
niemblerg have said Ihat wva are horrow'ing-
large sums o! money and have to pay it
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back; buit at no stagle in a i usiness is a
business iuan more justified in spending
m)onev1 than when hie is in dirê need of
making money. That is the p9sit'on Canada
is in to-day: we are in need of niaking,
rnoney, and in what wav cani -we ~:~it
be't.ter than in providing facilities for
ail the peoýple of Canada te reachi the
near-by markets? The best markets in the
world are near-by markets, and %ve rneed
good roads to reach them. We might even
be justifled in spending this money for
what may seem absurd, and whst may ha
criticised-for the return that it will bringc
in the way of tourist traffic. The poverty-
strieken state of Florida has more good
roads than ail the Dominion of Canada, and
it built those roads for the purpose of
attracting tourist txiaffic, from which it
getsa revenue of over 60 millions a year now,
and it la increasing at a tremnendous rate
every year. We are justified in believing
that we have a More attractive country in
sunimer for tourists from the South thian.
even F'orida lias for winter tourists frorîî
the «North; we certainly have a far more
attractive-looking country; and we are
justified in believ«ng that if we had good
roqds like those in Florida we could sttract
an enormous touriat traffie. Since that State
gets a revenue of $60,OCO,000, it ia natural.
Io suppose that we would get sufficient
revenue to pay in.terest on twenty millions
anyway. As te whether the Dominion
is justified in borrowing this money.
the Finance Minister is a better judge than
any oue in this House. He hias his hýand on
tie llucttie. He kuii.ws bet'er than any one
of us whether this country is juatified in
Iborrovinga Ibis money for the laudable
purpo3e of hastening production. This Bill
wvas passed iu the Hous-e of Commons by the
6-overniiueut. that lias ruade a study of the
question with great intensity from their
point of view, and they say we are justified
in b-irrowing this money for this purpose,
1 arn satisfied there ia nothing on which
we could spend money that would tend to
produce more in this country than g:ood
roads. In the province o! Ontario. sud 1
believe in other provinces, just before the
war, a goo< broad systemi for the const4ruc-
tion of better hig-hways was atarted, but the
war intervened, and the provinces are slowv
to take it up. The country needs these roads
badly. but townships, counties and even
the provinces do not feel justified in spend-
in-, more than a fixed amouit. If the
Domninion can give them further assistance
we will get more roads and better roads,
mid tooý%nslriips counties aind p-oviflces wiii


