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:’g’ Such passions. It should be a body that
noould look before and after, that would
hot be influenced by the passions of the
. 2ur, but would look upon every question
du:' calm and judicial way. The principal
lop, OF the body would not be to originate
8islation, although it should do that to a
81n extent; but the principal use of the
PPer House under the British system is
Check and revise the work of the

lay b opu-
hast‘Ody' That body is likely to do things
f ily, to pass measures under the in-

ence of those ebullitions of popular pas-
:“:rx: that I have spoken aboutI;) :fnd wl?::e
thateasgrp is passed under the influence of
i8 o Spirit and the upper House thinks it
statzt likely to promote the welfare of the
Tesia? 1t is the duty of the upper House to
Of 8t the popular passion of the hour.
haq COUrse, if after the people have
tion ime to carefully consider a ques-
Ting they still remain of the same
ice, ] then as a rule it has been the prac-
» 8t any rate under the British system,

wat the upper House gives way. Even
noten the legislation of the lower House is

Wholsuc-h as to be objectionable.on the
logi ]e, 1t may be imperfect—it may be,|
Varis ation that has passed through its
dut Ous stages hurriedly. Then it is the
WOI?L of the upper House to revise that
ang and to atone for the want of care
ha Study devoted to it in the other
the Wber. The two J)rincipal funetions of
arg . PPer House under the British system
check and prevent injudicious legis-

atj . . A e
l’;,’“ and to revise legislation that is im-
€ct,

How, M. ABBOTT—Hear, hear.

Ho®¥. Ma, POWER—That is what the
“ddii'e ought to be in itself. Then, in
be g 1on to that, an ideal House ougiit to
8toog Ouse whose work would be under-
a Hy, and appreciated by the people, and
Poo 1“39 that would be respected by the
People and in whose proceedings the
“lte’:‘e ¢ would take almost as deep an
of tho 0 @5 they take in the proceedings
© popular branch.

anIi[(;)N- M. ABBOTT—You would want
%al people for that.

885&?‘ Mz. POWER—I was just going to
p 8% that is hardly practicable. The
repree will take a keener interest in their
Sentatives in the lower House, in

’

those who have come from them last,
than they will in representatives who
stand a little further aloof from them.
Talking of the qualities that I have indi-
cated as being those that we should find
in an ideal Senate, the question is whether
or not those qualities are likely to be found
in a nominated House. The hon. gentle-
man from Shediac and the hon. gentleman
from Ottawa thought that a nominated
House could not be in touch with the
people; and of course they will not be as
much-in touch with the people as a House
directly elected by the people; but,at the
first blush at any rate, it would appear
that a nominated House would not be
more unfit to discharge the functions of
an upper Chamber than a House elected
by the Legislatures of the Provinces. In
order to indicate that a nominated coun-
¢il is not regarded under the English
Rystem as being inconsistent with respon-
sible government, I wish to call attention
to the fact that there are, under responsi-
ble government, a number of nominated
Legislative Councils. For instance, in
Nova Scotia, before Confederation the
Legislative Council was nominated; it
was the same way in New Brunswick;
and it appears from the Confederation
Debates as reported in the volume which
hon. gentlemen have seen, that the repre-
sentatives of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick at the Quebec Conference were op-
posed to any change in the system of ap-
E)oiuting the Legislative Councils of those

rovinces. I know, speaking of the Legis-
lative- Council of Nova Scotia, that it
has been a very respectable body and
is so still, and discharges very useful
functions in parliamentary work. Then
the Province of Newfoundland has a
nominated Legislative Council; and I
was rather surprised, when the hon.
gentleman from Ottawa was dealing
with the Australian colonies, that ho left
out of sight the fact that the oldest,and, I
think, the most respectable of all the Aus-
tralian colonies, New South Wales, has a
nominated Legislative Council. The con-
stitutional difficulties which have arisen
in Victoria through conflicts between the
two branches of the Legislature have not
occurred in New South Wales, and I do
not think that there has ever been any
complaint of the character or doings of
the Legislative Council of that colony. To
return to our own House, I stated—in fact



