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And eggs are ten cents a dozen! Askr any
farmer how ranch profit lie has made in the
past two years. And we venture to say not
on e can lay dlaim to such a privilege. Then
ask him if lie thinks lie can roake up to $5 per
bird raising chickens, and lie will look at you
in a sad, wistful way suggestive of doubt as to
your mental balance.

In conclusion it seems ta us that as our
governments appear unable to help tlie poultry
industry they should at least desist from
making it worse.

You will note that it says "over fead casts,"
so that the 85 is net profit. Now, the average
cost of feeding a chieken is $2 a year, wbich
makes $7 gross per year, and there should
be added another dollar for replacement, ha-
cause you have to pay as much for thea day-old
chick as you get for it afterwards. And feed-
ing a cbicken for six or seven months is
expensive. However, let us put it aýt $7 gross
incoma. At 10 cents a dozen, that would
ha 70 dozan, or 840 eggs, wbicha would ha the
aquivalent of 2ý4 aggs par day, and even in
Britishi Columbia our hans do nat lay 2ý eggs
par day, or 16 par waek. A much more
accurata figura would ha one-haif an egg par
day, or perhaps a littie more-say 4 par weak
instead of 16. 0f course, I arn taking an
extrema figura whan I suggest an average of
10 cents a dozan, and we hope that eggs will
not long average that. Stili, they ara selling
at that figura out thara to-day. But, taking
the reasonabla average numbar of eggs that a
han would ha likely ta lay in a year to hring
the gross profit to $7, you would hava to -hava
an average of 37 cents a dozen; and as thay
vary, baing sometimes 20 cents helow that, it
means that for a considarabla tima you would
hava to, sali the eggs at 64 cents a dozan-
that is, whalasale to the farmar-which, of
course, is ahsolutely ridiculous.

It would saema unnecessary to wasta time
discussing suai an idia statemant, which ra-
quiras, if it is to justify itself, that one lien
shaîl lay 2ý eggs par day. But this statament
bas governmant sanction, and thera ara many
people who, perhaps haing less familiar with
govarnmants than wa are, hava a great respect
for anything put out under the auspices of
any governmant, and sa thay think that such
stataments must ha accurata and worthy of
attention. Statamants of this sort puhlished
in the oId country and in this country induce
people to corne liera and go into the poultry
business. I have heard it said that thara
cannot ha much wrong with the poultry
business hecause there ara always so many
peopla engagad in it. Yes, hut they are not
the saine people; thay vary. There ara always
a numbar coming in at the top, but thare ara
just as many going out a-t the bottom, so that,
as I say, they ara nat the same people. This
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is daubly bad hecause not only do thasa men
ruin thamselves but tbay halp to muin others
Who are trying ta maka a living and who
undar ordinary conditions miglit make at laast
haîf a living. It is aspacially had in this
respect.

Supposa the governaent made soma appeal
to bring in tire manufacturers, let us say.
Thay would immediataly run up against
practical men skillad in that business, who
would at once ask a faw pertinent questions in
regard to opportunitias, markets, cost of manu-
facture, and so on. This invitation on the
part of the governmant to people intarasted
in poultry is axtendad not ta practical peopla
but, unfortunately, to tho,,a who ara wholly
uninformad in regard to conditions in the
poultry business. The appeal is made per-
haps to small clerks Who have been told by
the dactor to get into the open air if possible;
to small storekeepers tired of competition with
the chain stores; sometimes aven to farmars
from the prairies, hacausa a man can ha quita
waIl informed in regard to wbeat and yet know
practically nothing of the requisites of a
sucessful poultry farm. Thesa people rcad
about 100 hirds making a profit of $500; tbay
multiply this hy two and say: Two hundrad
hirds would giva us a net profit of $1.000 a
year. A man ssys ta his wife: "Why, Mary,
look at this: if the govarnment says that we
can maka that profit, thera îs notbing to hinder
us from keeping 1,000 hirds"ý-and 3,000 hirds
is quite a common poultry farm in British
Columbia. Tha man says ta his wifa: "Sup-
posing wa cannot live up ta the axpactatian
of this dlaim; if wa do aven baîf as wall; if
we kaep 2,000 hirds, we. shahl make $5,000 net,"
and that looks like a lot of monay ta people
in thasa circumstances. Sa tliey go inta the
business. Thay take monay that lias bean set
aside for the aducation of their childran; tbay
sali out their littla home, or business, if tliey
have ana, or their farm-I have known tbemn
ta martgaga their life insurance-and thay put
the whola amaunt into wliat thay think is
going ta giva therm a stable, comfartahle, nat
too irksome living for the rast of thair livas.

What is tha rasult? The struggla lasts for
a given langth of tima; you can almost
estimata the time a man will stay in the
business, judging by what raserves of capital
ha brings into it. Somatimes thay last anly
a yaar; somatimas thay struggla along, hy
infinita labour and hardship and hy using
up evary resource they bava, for twa or thraa
years, but the rasult is that within a coin-
parativaly short tima they ara cleanad aut;
thay lose everything. I could taka the min-
istar or anyana alsa along the hack roads of
the agricultural. sections af British Columbia


