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debate which took place in the Council of
India. It was upon a motion proposed by
one of the native members of the Council,
and I invite ail hon. gentlemen in this
House who have the opportunity, to read
that debate. I venture ta say that, having
read it, they will agree with me that in its
sentiment, its strong and earnest patriat-
Îsm, and its excellence of diction, it will
compare favourably with- any debate
whether in -the Imperial Parliament or in
the parliament of any af the dominions.
You say that India regaided participation
in this war -as a duty? India put bier case
on a mucli bigher plane. India asserted bier
right ta take part in this war and was proud
that she possessed that right. And through-
out the King's dominions, every race, every
bribe, the smallest possession, the remotest
island, have ail tendered their aid. So far
as the whole Empire is concerned, the situ-
ation was well summed up b; the late
Admirai Mahon in a letter which. he wrote
in October last to a friend in Englaud
shortly before lis deaLn. In At lie says:

But the testimony to the uprîghtness and the
efficiency of her imperial rule, given by-the
strong adhesion and support of India and the
Dominions, is a glory exceeding that 0f pitched
battie and overwhelming victory.

In the path of Germany's ambition ta
donîinate the world has stood our Empire,
and the chief bulwark of the British Empire
is the Britiish Navy. I repeat that it has
doue its wark worthily and well. I arn sure
that none af us can appreciate ail that lias
been involved and is stili involved in that
silent winter vigil in the North Sea. No
deeds of the Vikings ever surpassed the
courage and endurance of these sailor
heroes.

As my right hon. friend lias well said, be
under no mîsapprehension as ta the char-
acter of this war. The struggle is formid-
able and the task tremendous. Germany's
milîtary power lias amazed the world. On
the one frantier and on the other she lias
held back the forces ai the allied nations.
She strove ta make lier military power com-
mensurate with lier ambition of world-wide
dominance. We have but held our own for,
many montha. When aur armies now being
organized take the field we may hope with
confidence for greater things. In that con-
nection it is asppropriate that I should read.
ta the House a despatch. which I have just
received from Mr. Harcourt, the Secretary
ai State for the Colonies, and which is lu
these words:

[From Mr. Harcourt ta the Governor General.]
London, February 5, 1915.

Nearly four montbs have naw passed since
the first Canadian contingent arrived in the
United Kingdom. It was recognized an its ar-
rivai that Canada had sent a fine body of inen
constituting a most valuabie addition ta the
Crown's flghting forces. Training bas been con-
tinued in the time that bas since eiapsed and
Is now practicaliy compieted under unprece-
dented conditions of climate, which have in-
valved discamnfart in spite of every effort oit mne
part of His Majesty's gavernment ta alleviate
the hardships which have been borne by the
contingent with a cheerful resolve that augurs
well for -their endurance of the arduous con-
ditions of actual active service.

The contingent was lnspected by His Majesty
the King an Thursday last, and His Majesty
was mucb gratifiefi at the marked general im-
provement since he last inspected them, ana ac
the spirit of eagerness and loyal enthusiasm
whirh fils ail ranks. The contingent will
shortly jain their Canadian comtrades of the
Princess Patricla's Light Infantry at the front.
These are acquitting themselves In a manuer
warthy of the great Dominion ta which they
belong, and soine of tbem have already given
their lives for the great cause for which the
Empire is now fightlng.-

Six montbs ago Great Britain declared war
on Germany, taking her place besides the allies
In the greatest war, ever yet waged.

The abject of Germany was ta domiliate flrot
Europe, and eventually the world. This resuit
she haped ta achieve flrstly, by overwhelming
and crushing France by a rapid advance,
tbrough Belgium, whose neutrality site shame-
fully vialated, and then by dealing wlth Russia
at bier own lelsure. She was ta have the as-
sistance of Austria agalnst Russia after the
former had crusbed Servia out of existence.

This programme for whicb. Germany hiad
madea the most elabarate preparatians, she pro-
ceeded ta mare or less succesafully carry out,
until lier armies In France arrived at the lina
af the Marne river; bere, bowever, the tide of
Invasion reached its high water mark, ana it
has since been driven back ta the line of the
river Ainse. The battie front now extenfis fronm
Ostend in a line due sautb ta Soissons. and
thence sautheast-ta the Swlss frontier at BasIc.
On the western frontier this line bas remained
statlonary for savaral montbs. In the eastern
theatre of war Germany bas met witb no
g reater success and the Russians averywhere
mare than bold thair own. The great eftort
essential ta tbe success of Germany bas been
foilefi, and except for ane success In East Prus-

S'a sbe bas galned no sIngle vidtory, she bas
lost two and a quarter millions of ber best and
bravest saldiars, andi any fresb effort will now
bave ta be made witb graatly Inferior andi dis-
beartened traops. Thanks ta the work of aur
navy, Gerniany la now feeling economie pres-
sure In many ways. In Austria there are still
cansiderable forces In tbe fieldi but bier troups
bave suffered severe reverses bçtb from Servia
and Russia, and sbe can no longer bie caunted
upan by Germany as a really pawerful aiiy.
0f even less accaunt Is Turkey, wba bas -suf-
fered severe çlefeats from Russian farces, and
results bave been tbe same for bier as regards
Britisb forces In Mesopotamia and on the Suez'
Canal wltbin the last faw days. In a far dif-


