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but very often we find that rural corps are not or-
iered to camp the seco&id vear, and the drill he-
comes biennial. Frequently. somne of the corps are
not fo>und in camp for three. or four, and, perhaps
five years. Last year I heard one hon. gentleman
say that his reginient had not been ont for six
vears. I feel satisIied that we shouli have anuial
drill and thaît a period of twelve days is quite short
enough. Remua&rks were maie last evening that we
had only ten days of drill. that tw o days were
lost in inarching in and out of eaiip, but I con-
tend that these two days are protitably employed.
The soldiers are taugh.t the drill of mardi-
ingt o() board the train, and of pitching and
stiking their tents. and whilst they are in
camp f-or the ten days, they are actively employed
froiî earlv morn uail dewy eve, up to ten
o'clock at night. There is no time lo st, and
when they return, as I know fromn experience
of the last camp, the men were so w-ell drilled that
they felt they vere quite equal, and I felt myself
that they wvere ail but equal, to regularly trained
soldiers. WVhen we find that. two ers elause
before they are hrought into camp again, man<ny of
these men are so wanting or non-possessed of the
drill they had learned. that they are as awkward
as if they hail never been put through drill before.
I quite agree with the reoarks of one of the gentle-
men who spoke last night -with regard to the
training of children and young men in the connon
day schools. I feel that a very great deal of the
timue that now is occupied by children at physical
exercise. known as recess, eould be profitably e m-
ployed iii the training of these children to a knîoiw-
ledge of milit.ary drill. such as position, marching,
facings. formation of sections, sub-divisions. anid, I
mnay say, ordiiary companv drill.- They coul ble
taught tthis within the building, or o>tside, weather
periitting, for say, fifteen or twenty minutes each
day, and thus fornm a miniature army, physically
beineticial and practically most essential, as it woul
place the children in that position that. they would
move along with an easy and graîceful carriage andi
with ai mlalrtial-like, soldierily-beariig that would
show its effects in after years. We would feel
that these vouths, receiving military instruction in
that way, both theory and practice being imparted
to thein, would not lie unindful of that tuition
or knowledge when they grew up : and as soldiers
going into camp or in ordinary drill, would be more
apt to receive instruction from their superior otiicers
than if they hiad never received any in the schools.
I strongly urge that some ieaisure be taken wherebv
training mîay be given in that way at the day
schools. Thus we should have a nucleus at ail
tinmes for the regular army, ani recruits could. withI
verv little instruction or training, he placed in a
position to be ready for active service. I urge
strongly, I repeat. that instead of having biennial
drill, we should havei annual drill of not less than
twelve days.

Mr. FLINT. A few minutes ago, while another
iten vas under consideration, I intended to make
somte remaiks on the general subject of the expen-
dittre on the militiai service. We have hail several
interestingr discussions in this House, participated
in largely by gentlemen cotnected with the military
force ; and, as one who knows scarcely anything of
the technicalities of this question, I listened with a
great deal of interest, and I may aîdd instruction,

to those discussions. We are aware. however. that
there is a tendency aniong specialists of all kinds
to' get graiIiially into their mind a strong prepeos-
session in favour of their particular h1olhv : and I
am), afraid that, in connection with the present

rganizaition of the forces in Canada, there is a
strong tendency among nilitary othcers, a natural
tendenîcv, no doubt. to look abinost entirelv on oe
side of this imtportant subject. I amu glal. lowever,
ithat the Government lias been able hitherto to re-
sist the strong pressure put uipon them by the
m1ilitia otiecers. accompanied vitih ai great dleal of
earnestness, ability, and I believe patriîotism, to ex-
tend the operations of theMilitia Department and to
afdl totheexpendituresin connection iwith thtemilitia
force. Itisgratify ing toknow thtat titis yeaîrt hecreisu n
the whole a decrease in the estimates for militia
puirposes. Though knowing vlhat I do, aud after
iearing these discussions, I would not advocate aiv
further reluction in the militia estimiiatel-, vet I
wuild say as a laynan. that I believe that o'i the
part of a large tîn mer of the people of this countrv
who do not symnpaîtiize witi the militia otticers on
this subject, there is and wîill be a strong feeling of
o)position to any further increase in our militia
expenditure. I will not go into any of the details
diwelt upon by several of the hon. geitlemeuN wh11o
have spoken, as to how best to admintister the verv
generuis fund which Parliamtent lias placed at the
disposailof the departmneit. This fund has increased
quite rapidly, From 184 to 1879 it was on the
aiveratge in the nueighbourhood of 7S-90,000, : and we
all knîow that in the discussion of the finaicial
affiairs of the country during that petiod, the A<lhnin-
istration of that day- w-ere severely criticized for
the slight increase which they made fron tinte to
tine in the imilitia expenditure.

Mr. I>ENISON. It is very little more than it
was at Conlfederation.

Mn. FLINT. A certain ainount of increase is
aîhno<t iievitable in consequence of the develop-
ment of the country ; but that expeitture, lairge
as it was and criticized ais it was, continued to
increase during the next period. It increaseid on
the average somethiig over $5,000 per u annumi
and ait the present tinte w-e are spenuding on the
average about 1i,25,00 a year. Now, I think
the iMilitia l)epartment-and I tender the advice
witlh all deferenece to the opinion of the militia
otticers and the speciaîlists iin that departmilent-
wvill do vell to nake tieir arrangements witih
regad to perfecting the etiiciency of the lepart-
mient, with reference to the view that it is verv
inadvisable to ask for any appreciable increase ni
the appropriation. Tiere lias been a great deal of
discussion, aind of ai valiuahle character, in regard
to aiiiual drill or biennial drill: an1d I must sav
that I have been very mucih i impressed in favioui- ot
ain ainnual drill. But I thinîk that soueu neans
-muîst be employed by Ivhicli a smaller numiber
of men nay be drillel aînmually and a saving
iust be effected in soute othier- direction in
orler to keep the appropriation within the preseit
figur-e. I think the arguments for annual drill
are almost unansîwerable : and ais a laivmuan I
would only say, fron wha1t I have leatned in
this discussion and f-rom <other sui-ces, that, in my
opinion. which I thinik is concur-edii in by a great
maniuy persons who do not profess to be technically
inîforned on military mtatters, the true policy of

4285 42SE*


