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stemmed from'administrative incompetence and poor planning by the
State Election Commission (SEC).

Two of the largest political parties viewed the situation differently. The
largest nationalist party (VMRO-DPMNE) and DP (Demokratska Partija
or Democratic Party) boycotted the second round of voting. They
believed that their poor showing was the resuit of fraud, not simply bad
polling. The party leaders charged that the international observers,
primanly from the Conference for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(CSCE), 1 arrived fate and only witnessed the end of the elections "ftom
their hotel rooms". Petar Goshev, the DP leader, said that most of the
fraud did not occur during the elections but before them, through
manipulation of the voter register and changes to the boundaries ofelectoral districts. He argues that had the observers amrved earlier,studied the election law, and witnessed the violations, they would have
reached different conclusions.

Despite the protests, international monitors endorsed the elections.
The final results showed that President Kiro Gligorov won thepresidential race with 52.4 percent of the vote. The Alliance forMacedonia, a coalition formed by SDSM, LDP (Uiberaina Demokratska
Partija or Liberal Democratic Party) and SPM (Socijalisticka Partija naMakedonia or Socialist Party of Macedonia), secured 95 out of 120
seats. Due to their boycott, VMRO-DPMNE and DP failed to win any
seats in partiament.

Macedonia's first local elections took place in November 1996. The
elections for council seats and mayoral posts were held under newlaws for local and territorial division. Although the SDSM emerged from
the polis as the strongest party, winning 500 of the 1,903 contesteci
council seats and 52 of the 124 mayoral posts, thev lost the maior


