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.9 "Uncertainty phase". A situation wherein uncertainty exists as to the safety
of a vessel and the persons on board.

.10 "Alert phase". A situation wherein apprehension exists as to the safety of
a vessel and of the persons on board.

.11 "Distress phase". A situation wherein there is a reasonable certainty that
a vessel or a person is threatened by grave and imminent danger and requires
immediate assistance.

.12 "To ditch". In the case of an aircraft, to make a forced landing on water.

CHAPTER 2 - ORGANIZATION

2.1 ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROVISION AND CO-ORDINATION OF SEARCH
AND RESCUE SERVICES

2.1.1 Parties shall ensure that necessary arrangements are made for the provision
of adequate search and rescue services for persons in distress at sea round their coasts.

2.1.2 Parties shall forward to the Secretary-general information on their search and
rescue organization and later alterations of importance, including:

.1 national maritime search and rescue services;

.2 location of established rescue co-ordination centres, their telephone and telex
numbers and areas of responsibility; and

.3 principal available rescue units at their disposal.

2.1.3 The Secretary-General shaîl in a suitable way transmit to all Parties the
information referred to in paragraph 2.1.2.

2.1.4 Each search and rescue region shall be established by agreement among Parties
concerned. The Secretary-General shall be notified of such agreement.

2.1.5 In case agreement on the exact dimensions of a search and rescue region is
not reached by the Parties concerned, those Parties shall use their best endeavours
to reach agreement upon appropriate arrangements under which the equivalent overall
co-ordination of search and rescue services is provided in the area. The Secretary-
General shall be notified of such arrangements.


