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and the Gulf 
•• 	as à disappoiatmeat lot the United States, T  SMOOT in Venice kbeini deacribed 

• whk:h wanted a more demeuitrative en-
dorsement el its Golf policy. Bilt ism aside that 
It wee imprudent Ire die administration to publi• 
die ha boos In this matter in advance. It wu 
erne it« mident not to anticipate that the allies 
"NM be eoberei by &di stunning sent turn 
Medan polity toerird Iran end terrorism had 
taken during the lest few year& For the allies 
now to brace Mr. Reegan's Ponds' u though 
be bad not Weed the deepest doubts &ban 

credibility was raver in the carda. Bungles 
et. ...kt whit about the atlesigtre th-q as detached 
as.deoicted in some quarters? The .sue Is rel.-. 
vent to the effectiveness of Merlin • • and 
te the support Zr it  to =no • Coo-
gan, which tenda to vire *Bed cooperation es 
tile standard by which ft ehould measure out its 
bwn support fat the Reagan initiative. The evi-
dence available at Woke wu not cheering. But 
tbe evklencesvallablein the Gulf is dirent  The 
liaised Settee is net aloe° there, ea the alors 
eutdit conirestime sentiment suggest& The 
British and French have their warship' there too. 
Tbe American summate to keep be!! from 
Wing knitted mi ructive, sultiteretes the 
etent o/ anied «operation. But »roe in Con- 

gess, putting a strategic gloss on jitters, mini-
mise it 

Besides, the %el= are now in the  Gulf. Ilia 
cuts esveral wsys. The Red Wry  bu  made a histork 
leç into a from whic:h it hu teen the 

	

. Western -• 	•-•• 	• • for a century or more to 
des .  - pretence. Ttà le-ap created 

en absolute requiremean for any waffle great 
power to offset the reiw Soviet g•-•-•,--not to be 
careless, but to act. Iudm-dveW end 
the dies unclerstccd this krise requirement; tat is . 
IrbY, fermi u they may be about Mr. Rearm, 
they accent his regent Some in Congreu have 
not yet understood, Ind Focus lesi on the rationale of 
reflagging than cc its risks. 

Not out of any love for us, but in ptirsult of its 
own interests, the Kremlin, in MOVIIII its fleet 
into the Gulf, Is reinforcing  goals  held by the 
West: free navigation, containment of Iran, a 
negotiated end to the war. The administration is 
unaccustomed to ending itself with even so scanty 
and partial a convergence of interests with MOS-
cow u this. But the tactical taes of this convex.- 
scutes no there to be appued. It Mikell the 
American intervention marginally ufer, and glvee 
Russians and Americans incentive to see the 
other succeed. The administration. which needs 
to build International and domestic support for a 
sound policy, would profit from making the point. 


