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(. Alessi, Italy)

agenda_item 5. You will recall that last March the then President of the Conference
established different contact groups to discuss the setiing up of a number of
subsidiary bodies and their mandats. With regard tc item 5, the question of a
nandate acceptable to 211 has besn explored and discussed dovm to the last detail.
L possibility of reaching a consensus emerged arcund a '"non-paper" prenaroa in the
course of consultations.

Many delegations considered this "non-paper" as an attempt worthy of
censideration, as it might reconcile the various requirements. Bearing in mind the
importance of the subject and the u¢eent need to consider the substance of the
issue, the Westerm countries have wished to demonsirate their flex1b111ty and, after
serious ¢--lect1cn, accept the text of the "non-paper'.

We have renroduced it in document CD/527, so that the results of our ccllective
efforts should not be loat. We remain convinced that this text contains “all the
necessary elements to enable an 24 hcc cormmittee con agenda item 5 to undertake
significant, even essential, work. The prospect of future negotiations is linked

to the vory role of the Conference, emphasized in the text cf the first paragraph
and rea;f;rmed in the reminder contazined in, the second paragraph. The exploratory
work is a necsssary firat stage during which the ad hoc Committee will have to

focus on the identification of issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in
cuter space, taking into zccount, as staied in the thiri paragraph, all existing
agreenents, existing proposzls and future initiatives.
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I should slsc like to recall +hat during the consultations the possibility was
raised of accompanying the adoption of the draft mandate, if necessery, by an
interpretztive statement by the President of the Conference. The countries on
behalf of which I have taken the floor alsc declared their willingness to give
favourable ccnsideration to such =z possibility.

I art aure that we are joined by = cormon objective. We are seecking together
the best way of attaining it. The distinguished representative of Algeria, when
tated at onr last meeting thae: the establishment
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introducing document C“/?CQ/an.L, sta
of an ad loc committee with a sultable mandate was the best means availavle to the
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5 with regard to this agend
e left S0 us baefore the end of ths session.
tc set ur the structural framework for

Conference to discharge its “°SDDn°l
share that viewpoint. We hz
We should be realistic and u
our work. I therefore venture
delegations give favoursble considera
document GD/557.
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f the co-sponscrs t5 recommend that all
n to the prcposal conteined in



