
Q.uring the 1963 to 196.8 peri"od there began a discerTiible

increase in the c.omrnittee's aetivity. This trend was reflected more in

the àttendance records than in the number of ineetings:. (See Table 5).

Attendance wnich averaged 46 per cent over 14 meetings in 1961 rose to

63 and 74 per cent in 1964 and 1966 respectively. While much of the

initial tncrease can be attributed to the interest of members in ttte 26

hearings on the Columbia River T rea ty F wh-i ch estabT i shed a new record in

the number of questions and interventions h ea rd in the comni ttee*'(See

Table 6); the substantial incrOase in 1966=57 can be explained by the

reduction of the size of the committee from 35 to 24 memb2rs and a.

growing public interest in and criticism of Canadian foreign policy,

especially over Vietnam, China; aid appropriations and general relations

with the United States; In rettr'osp2ct, this was but a prelude to the

most active period in the committee's history.

In December 19'68 Prime Mi n i st2r, Trudeau i n troduced a package

of procedural changes that usbere.d in a new par3iamentary era.. The

package was desfgned to streamlirie parliamentary pr9ced.ures by snifting

the focus of really substantive examination of the Go.vernmentrs policies

from the HGu.se to the comm.itteès. For the most part the changes had

more impact on the 'other standing '-commit..tees than on External Af'fai r•s,

wh i cn already had a tradition of -au tomati cai l.y exami r,ï ng estimates and

few bills to consider. For the External Affairs committee, the most

important ch4nge was the addâtiorral responsibility given to it for

national defence and an i nc rease in. size to 30 members., I n the short

term, t^e impact was not as great as-might have been expected.. The

major defence items an the agenda - NATO., NORAD and peacekeeping - a3sb

had a substantial foreign poliçy component and the Prime MOster had

made i t

Questions refar to substantive pOlïCy questions as opposed to
pr. oc edural or suppl eme ntar',r ones , 5 ;eek i n,g cl a^^llf i ca;. iiyrt or addi tlana É
'information on thg same aspect uf the subJect coverèd by the urigl-nal
question. An Intervention is a cluster of questions or ;3 statement
on, the same subject or ïheme that is pursued witMaut any substantive
interruption in the praceedings by ^nother raember. In part t.:hev
reflect a member's aâilït^+ to su^tiair^ a ci2bate or Rr^e5entation 'on a
specific issue.


