
(il) Every amendment adopted by such conference by a two-thirds
majority of the Contracting Governments shail be communicated by the
Organisation to ail Contracting Governments for their acceptance.

(d) Any amendment communicated to Contracting Governments for their
acceptance under paragrapli (b) or (c) of this Article shail corne into force
for ail Contracting Govermnents, except those which before it cornes into
force make a declaration that they do flot accept the amendment, twelve
rnonths after the date on which the amendment is accepted by two-thirds of
the Contracting (3overnments including two-thirds of the Governments repre-
sented on the Maritime Safety Committee.

(e) The Assernbly. by a two-thirds majority vote, including two-thirds of
the Governrnents represented on the Maritime Safety Cornrittee, and subject
to the concurrence of two-thirds of the Contracting Governents to the
present Convention, or a conference convened under paragraph (c) of this
Article by a two-thirds majority vote, may determine at the dîne of its
adoption that the amendment is of such an important nature that anY
Contracting Government which makes a declaration under paragraph (d)
of this Article and which does not accept the arnendment within a period of
twelve rnonths after the arnendrnent cornes into force, shail, upon the expiTy
of this period, cease to be a party to the present Convention.

(f) Any amendrnent to the present Convention made under this Article
which relates to the structure of a ship shail apply only to ships the keels of
which are laid after the date on which the arnendment cornes into force.

(g) The Organisationshail inform ail Contracting Governmeiits of anY
arnendrnents which corne into force under this Article, together with the#
date on which such arnendrnents shail corne into force.

(h) Any acceptance or declaration under this Article shail be rnade by e
notification in writing to the Organisation, which shail notify ail Contractiflg
Governments of the receipt of the acceptance or declaration.

Article X

Signature and dcceptance

(a) The present Convention shail rernain open for signature for one uolIt?
frorn this day's date and shail thereafter rernain open for acceptance-
Governments of States rnay becorne parties to the Convention by

(i) signature without reservation as to acceptance;
(ii) signature subject to acceptance foflowed by acceptance; or

(iii) acceptance.
(b) Acceptance shail be effected b y the deposit of an instrument with th

Organisation, which shall inforrn all Governents that have already acPe
the Convention of each acceptance received and of the date of its receipt,

Article XI
Coming into Force

(a) The present Convention shail corne into force on the let January, 191
provided that, at least 12 monthi before that date, not less than 15 acceptanoes
including 7 by countries each with not less than one million grostr o
shipping, have been depouited in accordance with Articles X and XV.


