
Neu/s of the arts
Ontario increases funds to support film industry

Ontario's fast growing film industry wil
receive increased funding through a
greatly expanded support program stres-
sing film location promotion and film

Following recommendations by a five-
man committee representing major film
associations, the Ontario Government is
doubling its budget in support of the
industry and will increase its marketing
efforts for Ontario-made film through
participation in three major film trade
shows.

Immediate attention is being given to
boosting Ontario's film location promo-
tion activities through expanded adver-
tising in selected film trade publications,
an updated film industry directory and a
complete remake of Ontario's film loca-
tions guide illustrating potential film sites
in the province.

The provincial government will also
work with two Federal Govemnment agen-
cies, the Canadian Film Development
Corporation and the Festival Bureau, in
order to avoid duplication of support.
Ontario will concentrate on directing îts

marketing support to television film,
considered the fastest growing segment of
the industry.

This will be done mainly through
-Ontario. exhibits at selecteil film trade
shows such as the International Television
Program Market (MIP) in Cannes, the
largest television film market in the world;
the National Association of Television
Program. Executives (NATPE) in Califor-
nia, attended by U.S. syndicators of tele-
vision film and the Intemnational Film,
TV Filin and Documentary Market
(MIFED) in Milan, the world's second lar-
gest television film market.

The film industry working committee,
which has indicated total support of the
prograin, is composed of William Marshall,
president, Canadian Association of Mo-
tion Picture Producers; Ralph Ellis, pre-
sîdent, Canadian Television Prograin
Distributors' Association; Robert Barclay,
president, Directors Guild of Canada;
Millard Roth, executive director, Can-
adian Motion Picture Distributors' Asso-
ciation and Findlay Quinn, president,
Canadian Film and Television Association.

Famous people in New York

Famous People Players. a Toronto-based
black-light theatre troupe, will appear at
New York's Radio City Music Hall, begin-
ning in early April.

The I 2-member troupe will appear at
the famed music hall for four weeks. The
Players will perform Thze Sorcerer's Ap-
prentice - which they gave its ýpremière
last June in Toronto -with actor Lorne
Greene as narrator. Before the New York
engagement, the group will make another
of its appearances in Las Vegas with
pianist Liberace.

The 12 young puppeteers have become
known over the yearsfor their comic por-
trayaIs of such celebrities as Anne Murray,
Barbra Streisand, Elvis Presley and
Liberace.

Arts briefs

Canada's ambassador to Iran, Kenneth
Taylor will be the special guest of honour
at this year's Juno awards. Ambassador
Taylor will present the Hall of Faine
award, which goes to the performer who
has "contributed to the betterment of
the Canadian music industry on an inter-
national basis".

A University of Victoria professor of
creative writing W.D. Valgardson won
the short story category of the second
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)

Canadian Cultural Centre receives British Columbia gift
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