
A Tale of the Final War g

Ieft on "the Sîxake" to turu the vessel round andl make for

the open sea at full speed if lie and bis mien were discovered..

Trevelyaui took a wide detour and reached the stern of

the first mnan-of-war on the lef t. One of his swimmers was

already there. The lieutenant fastened the wire to the

mine which his companion was keeping right alongside the

side of the vessel's stern. lie then ordered the sailor ce

keep the mine iii position, while lie went on with his raf t te,

the ship wl-icli was lying thirty yards off on the riglit.

Having fixed the wire on to the mine there, hie would pull

three times, when the sailor was te, take a wide detour

round the ship on the side farthest f romn Trevelyan, paying

out as lie did so a large coil of wire which the latter lad

given Ilxim. Above ail lie niîxst keep the wire tant, so that

the mine might keep its original position. When lie bad

passed the warsliîp lie was to bear inte the other side, wheu

he eould ineet the sailor wýho hiad fixed the ine to the

second slip. They were thien to, fasten the wires together

and take one of theni back to "the Suake," were it would

be attached to an electrie battery. Trevelyan swam to the

second slip, fixed. the wvire on to the mine, and sent the

sailor on to meet the swimimer f rom the firstmnofar

lie waited tili the signal, three pulls on the wire, shiowcd

that the two inen lad met. Thenl lie went on to thie thirdi

and fourthi vessels, where the sanie prccessi was repýeatedI

vwithi this single exception. The two sailors met and fasteuned

tIc wire to the tiiddlê of thiat wbich stretched betw:eenl the

first and second slips. Mines connected by \Nires wr

attacled te, the fifth and sixth vessels as in the case of tilt

third and fourth men-of-war.' Ramn was stili pourilig ini

torrents, and the heavy mist hid the shore fromi view, while

the surface of the water was as sînooth as oil. 'freveýlyanl

lad jnst fixed the wire on the mine at the sterti of the ih

ship. and was waitiug for the signal that the last two sailors

lad met, when a challenge rang out and a marine looked


