
ThE PUBLIC HEALTH JOUliNAL,

0f quite as muelh importance to the
hiealthi of mnunieipalities as specific sanitary
mieasures for cleaning up particular dis-
tricts, are regulations for the safe and sani-

.- tary construction of buildings.

Three particuflar duities thiat every ent-
rnunity fcannot afford to neglect
are:- A thorouigh qystemn of vital sta-
tisties, niedical inspection of school chul-
dren and stringest safeguards against soil
pollution. Eachi of thiese important duties
lies directly witlhin the province of muni-
cipal and state goivorniinent.

Withiout a re-ordl of deathis and îiness,
il eity can do no more thian grope half-
hlindly, oeerzealous its efforts may be
to imiprove and foster public hieaîthi. There
mnust be definite knowledge concerning the
timne and localities where diseases, especial-
1y contagious diseases, occuir. before any
eonsiderable hieadway against thenu can be
gained. Vital statisties are as essential to
a coiinnrnnity 's hiealth as a systexu of ac-
counting is to the stability and progress
ýof a buisinesýs instituition.

Many cities have already learned the
great benefits of medical inspection in the
public schlools, thiouigh it is doubtful if
even yet ive fully appreciate thle value of
this systeni.

Soit pollution is more of a rural thian a
mutnicipal p)roblemi, tlioughi in its ultimiate
effeets it is a mienace Wo town as wo-ll as
country life. 'lhle pollution of the soit
givoes rise to water pollution and miay bring
impurity in food and mnilk supplies, there-
b)y estahlishiing a "vicioiis eircle" whichi,
in thei long run recsunfavorably on every
mni er of thev vommrunity. In subilurbs
sund country districts thiere. is no mnatter of
ilor-vivitali importance thanii thiat of the
ilygienîc disposal of sewage.

UpItelte fact thiat mleasles iýs One of
thev voimnost, miost widespread, and, by
rensonl of itN comniplications, miost danger-
ous diseases, it is niot in nmany places noti-
fiable. Th1v reason is porliap)s a paradox. It
is flot notifiablo apparently because it is so
dangerous, se commnon, and so widespread
thait the( local hiealthi organizations are
atfidi to tai-kle it, and because it is very
diffleuit to diagnose in the early stages.

Measles--like the other infection
eases--is part of thc price we pay f,
slums. In the slums measles breed,
tinually, the infection passes f rom (
another, sometimes affeetirtg maxiy
sometimes only a few, but alwvays sri
ering. At certain times the poisond
disease appears to become more vir
and sallies out front its breeding pla
attack those who live outside thie p.
parts. Then it is no respecter of pe

No feature of social life is more
made the means of spreading diseâw«
the poor lodging bouses. 'Men f ro
points gather there, making thiese
natural incubators of disease. Lt j
possible to determine in advýance eith.
character of the patrons or their s>t
health. Without the strictest of 1
vision it is easily possible for a viet
sonie disease to spend a day orni
several days and niglits in such a
and to pass on Wo somte other occupa
infection that will be carried out to
neighboring or remote part of tiie
try. The conditions that have b..
lowed to develop iii the Iodýing
have been such as to breed disease
it once has gained entrance, and toel~
age its outrance. Under the old fQj
management the lodging bouses havE
hecome a menace to publie health.

It possibly will be urged that tii.
who, oceupy the lodging houses are
lied with conditions as they find them
[t might be urged with equal justiet
the ehild is satisfied with bis natur
norauce of reading, writing and the
eloments that go Wo make up a olj
school education. Yet we compel the
Wo attend school, and go te great ex
Wo insure Mis education. These men à
greatly in ueed of instruction in el
noms and health as the child is of in
tion in the elements of education; w
them quite as much as we do the
and the faet that the conditions with
they are surrounded in the lodginag
constitute a menace to publie helt
our duty te themt oven more impert
any thing, than that owed Wo the ci

To tenchi those mon the theory of
inese and liealthi is good; to furniah
with surroundinge that are a contiu
ject-lesson in thc fine of thiat teahn


