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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.,

WP'IEN the annexation
While the

Plish not,

of Jamaica was proposed, we pointed out that,
.Politica‘l objections were insuperable, annexation would accom-
ing pro ng which could not be attained by the sim?le and unemba:rrass-
o tll’ll:°°93§ ?f & commercial arrangement. Jamaica, it now apgea.rs, m‘ also
Pre ' opinion, She has sent to Canada delegates whose mission is to
eoni:r; the way for a reciprocal commercial arrangement. '-l‘he (‘ielega.f,es
alna,;l that Canada has more to gain by commercifa,l reclprocxt.y with
trug ifc :}f:han with the rest of tho West Indies. This may possibly be
itig g € comparison be confined to an equal number of customers ; b.ut
88 pog e'a.rly Phe interest of Canada to include as much of the West. Indies
a'gl'ee:ble In any arrangement that may be made. To enter into an
&maiéent that would practically compel her to buy her raw sugar from
N It ould, by restricting the choice to the produce of one of. f,he
Moy Prolific of ¢he sugar colonies, be a doubtful benefit. .Competltlo(;x
e reg the producer of raw sugar would, so far as Canada is concerne (i
hight l}l)ced Yo the narrowest circle ; its action would at bfast l-)e feebll;a,t»;r}xl
Overtyy ° altogether suspended by a little judicious comb}natxon. X u A :
akin * of Jamaica ought not, on this account, to be rejected ; t l[o)ug fn
Ning tghany arrangement with the island it will be necessary to eafurthc
' Samg tq 8 Canada’s interest will best bo served by an e:ftens.lon o e
it Woulgnl? %o the rest of the West Indies. Under any relations into wo h
lation of ® Possible to enter, Canada could not-hope to sell much to a p rzes
© Subgigy; S hundrod thousand souls, a large majority of whom are n;i -
eight gh{lﬁ- °n the meagerest of fare. The removal of the heavfy o ¢
Withj - 1Inga a barre] on Canadian flour might have the effect of p 5
nthe. reach of the negro a better description of food tha? he no
wou’l; nl? i %0 the first step towards a fuller development o.f his enf;:'ig‘z:
ave heen t&k_en. His phygical powet of Product,lon wou

"by which obstructions in the natural water-course are overcome.

increased, and if he exerted that power only in the same degree as at pre-
sent, he would have made a distinct advance in the improvement of his
condition. There would still be several more steps to take, but they might
if the climate did not forbid be taken one after another, before he was
physically as good a man as the negro of the Southern States. In this
way the consuming power of the Jamaica negro might be largely
increased ; but it would still remain true that the best thing for Canada,
both as buyer and seller, would be to have the markets of the whole of
the West Indies open to her on equal terms, which she would reciprocate
in a way best suited to their general interests.

A YEAR ago the Dominion Government was induced to reduce the tolls
on the canals, on the assurance that the reduction would act as a lure to
increase the traflic of the route. This hope, if it was really entertained,
was not realized ; and this year, when the Government did not seem disposed
to repeat the experiment, it was asked not merely to reduce the tolls one half,
as before, but to abolish them altogether. The deputation from the Mon-
treal Board of Trade which went to Ottawa to make this request, took the
ground that it is now a question of preserving part of the traffic which we
already possess. But Mr. Pope cannot be induced to believe that the
traffic, the increase of which the late Mr. John Young spent his life in
assuring the public canal enlargement would bring, now depends upon the
removal of the tolls. He told the deputation, apparently with some truth,
that the possibilities of the route hang upon the cheapening of the cost of
forwarding freight between Kingston and Montreal, which is greater, ton
for ton, than on the entire distance of the Erie canal with its shallow water
and little boats. The minister here put his finger on the weak spot of the
carrying system of the St. Lawrence. If, in elevating apparatus, Kingston
had been made another Buffalo, there would have been a different tale to
tell. Many millions have been spent on elevators in Buffalo, while Kings.
ton is no farther advanced in this respect than an obscure grain shipping
port in Russia. The conditions of successful competition have been
strangely neglected by the forwarding interest of the St. Lawrence. The
country has spent enormous sums in successive enlargements of the canals,
and now it is asked practically to write off all the capital expended in
these works by the entire abolition of the tolls. Freedom from tolls on
the Erie canal is more than balanced by the superior facilities offered by
the St. Lawrence route, with its fine river navigation and its large canals,
Last
year the Government yielded to the demands of the forwarders so far as to
reduce the tolls by one-half, without really believing in the efficacy of the
remedy ; this year after hesitating to try on a larger scale, or even to repeat,
an experiment which failed to realize the expectations held out, and which,
in its opinion, offers no substantial grounds of hope for the future, it
compromised by repeating the half reduction of last year.

For the present, Big Bear has found safety in flight, favouring quag-
mires having compelled his pursuers to give up the chase. Escaped
captives say that he has with him only a hundred forest and thirty-three
prairie Crees. But General Middleton, instead of giving up the chase
altogether, is now trying to effect a junction with the forces of General
Strange, on Beaver River. Should Big Bear succeed in escaping norward,
the northern frontier of settlement would have to be guarded against
possible Indian depreglations. It will' be well if this did not prove
to be the beginning of a state of things which may last for a long
time. On two sides Indians who may commit outrages on settlements
may fly for shelter; they may hide themselves in the shadows of the
Rocky Mountains, or take up their abode in the forests of the north.
In the latter direction they are most likely to go. Poundmaker had
set his eyes in that direction and thither Big Bear may go. Now that
the Buffalo is practically extinct, food will not be less plentiful in the
northern woods than on the plains which settlers have begun to dot over
with grain fields, But any large addition to the usual numbers of Indians
in the north will cause a pressure on food supplies, the more severe since
the vast herds of their deer which were once found over the whole country



