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Radicals in the Chamber display a very big
split ; M. Carnot offered to their two chiefs,
Messrs. Brisson and Bourgeois, a free
hand, and sans conditions, to form a Cab-
inet, to replace that of M. Perier’s; they
declined to take office and that has injured
them among even their own rank and file.
However, when the Radicals decide to close
up ranks and join hands with the Monarch-
ists and Socialists they can turn out any
Ministry.

If there be any man in this world who
ought to be content, in this vale of tears,
that man should be Lord Dufferin. He has
a splendid public career to his credit, has
been laden with honors, and is certain to
wear the strawberry leaves in time. As
ambassador here, he is the marked object
of respect with his colleagues and is in the
odour of sanctity with French functionaries.
He is popularity itself with his country-
men resident here, and even the Americans
claim to share him ; indeed they have an-
nexed the British embassy. Lord Dufferin
has just had a daughter married—only one
remains to be wedded—and the occasion
was seizad, by the diplomatic world, by all
that is distinguished in French society, and
by the English colony. Thecivil ceremnony
took place in the-embassy itself, then the
bridal party crossed over to the English
church when the religious union was cele-
brated by the bridegroom’s father, Lord
Plunket, Archbishop of Dublin, and the
embassy’s chaplain, Dr. Washington, All
the toilettes were very rich, but simple.
Not the least notable feature of the wed-
ding was the little pages, the son and
daughter of Dr. Washington—a pair of
lovely chickens—the sister wore a Kate
Greenaway costume, of the same materials
as the eight bridesmaids ; her little brother,
about six years old, with large blue eyes,
dressed like a Louis XV marquis, with three
corned hat, silk culotte, embroidered body
coat. He attracted the most notice after
the happy couple ; indeed, he felt that he
was the best man—and not the other fel-
low.

Although three cases of authentic cholera
have been registered, no one feels alarmed.
Indeed, the precautions are so well taken
that the patients are at once conveyed to
the special hospital, and generally success-
fully treated. If the weather does not be-
come permanently oppressive, so as to re-
duce strength, there is no danger of any
endemic in Paris this season. The new
water supply is now working well,

The newest ““ Olympian” game the Pari-
sians now enjoy, is a troupe of * stilters”
of both sexes, from the Landes of Gascony,
whera the shepherds and shepherdesses, in
following their occupation, always walk on
“gtilts,” the better to survey the sheep
runs. Australia will please take note.
They wear & sheep-skin for top coat, over a
scarlet vest, with breeches, like Bryan
O’Lynn's, of the same material. They have
promenaded along the Boulevard on their
native perches, visited the office of & news-
paper, when they quit their sticks, nodded
to the printers also occupied with their
sticks, then enjoyed champagne and indulg-
ed in rustic dances in native costume to
their shrill fife. They give exhibitions at
the * Stiltodrome,” which is a velocodrome
when the bicycles are on the roll,
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Too much sensibility creates unhappi-
ness, too much insensibility leads to crime.
~Talleyrand.
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SOURCES OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES—EXECUTIVE, LEGIS-
LATIVE AND JUDICIAL AUTHORI-
TIES EVOLVED FROM ENGLISH PRIN-
CIPLES OF GOVERNMENT — ORIGIN
AND MEANING OF CABINET-CON-
GRESSIONAL GOVERNMENT AND ITS
INHERENT WEAKNESS.

Some years ago, one of the most thought-
ful students of American institutions, Mr.
James Russell Lowell, gave utterance to a
truth now generally admitted by publiciats,
that the men who framed the constitution
of 1787 *had a profound disbelief in theory
and knew better than to commit the folly of
breaking with the past.” They were ‘ not
seduced by the French fallacy, that a new
system of government could be ordered like
a new suit of clothes.” They would “as
soon have thought of ordering a suit of
flesh and skin.” It is only ‘‘ on the roar-
ing loom of time that the stuff is woven
for such a vesture of thought and expres-
sion, ag they were meditating.”

The thought embodied in these words
has found emphatic expression in a book™*
recently written by Dr. Stevens on the
origin and development of the constitution
of the United States. It is true that he
has only amplified the thoughts of Mr,
Bryce in ‘“the American Commonwealth,
of Mr., Hannis Taylor in the introduction
to his excellent work on the English consti-
tution, and of various other writers, not-
ably in the Political Studies of Johns Hop-
kins University, and in the Annals of the
American Academy of Political Science.
In Dr. Stevens's work, however, we have a
well conceived digest of the evolution of
the main principles of American institutions
from the fundamental sources of English
law and government, One author has at-
tempted in two elaborate volumes—the late
Mr. Douglas Campbell in * The Puritan in
Holland, England and America’—to trace
a number of American institutions to Dutch
antecedents ; but, as Dr. Stevens says, the
constitution of the United States, as a legal
document, is traceable to the influence of
Euglish conditions as worked out in the
form of English laws, and * the presence in
America, during colonial days, of the rep-
resentatives of other races than the Eng-
lish has left icarcely a trace in the national
constitution.” The free school, the use of a
written ballot, certain features of the land
laws and of the township system, have been
confessedly derived more or less from Dutch
sources, and ¢ though not included in the
constitution, have exercised an influence in
moulding the American nation.” But
otherwise the evidence is unquestionable
that the Federal and State constitutions are
only the logical sequence of the experience
of American statesmen of the operation of
English institutions from the establishment
of colonial governments in the first half of the
geventeenth century down to the formation
of the state constitutions and the meeting
of the Philadelphia Convention of 1787,
That my readers may appreciate this fact
to the fullest extent, I give the following
saummary of the evidence adduced by Dr,
Stevens and other authors, as nearly as
possible in their own language whenever it
is necessary.

The idea of a sharply defined three-fold
division of government—executive, legis-

*Yources of the Constitution of the United
States considered in relation to Colonial and Eng-
lish History. By C. Ellis Stevens, LL.D., D.C.T..
New York: Macmillan & Co. 1894, Toronto:
The Copp, Clark Co. 12mno., p.p. xii—277,
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