
654

Canada, cou.ld lire long aida by sida wlth-
out dlwscussing tile advautages o! union.
But It la a question affecting so nany dl!-
farent interests, andi likely to be so tar-
reaching In Its cousequencas, that mach
VIme wIi1 probably alapse bat ore IV enmer-
ges from the academlc to the political
stage. It may perhaps ha out o! place
for a civil servant to express opinions on
the matter ; but It seemas ridiculoas to ac-
cun" tise ordlnary citizen o! disioyalty for
tiiscussing Its pros and cons. Sach a
question cannot be settisti by repression,
any more tlan It can be settIeti by abuse.
It la not the mooti o! the century to dle-
cîda anY question In this way ; andi those
who propose to themselves to tiefenti a
sidae must be prepareti witî argument.
rather thaa epithets. That Vhe objections
o! Canadians to Aunexation are not soliy
those o! unreasonlng prejudice, lt la the
objact o! thls paper to show.

What the travelling reporters may tell
their chiefs, It is difficait to forecast. In
Investigations of this sort the personal co-
efficient la likaly Vo play an important
part; and li no reglon of Investigation
are accurate, reeaîts lesa; Vo ba looketi for
than lu attenzptIng to gauge the feeling
o! a large body of people. Thus lu the
French RevolutIon It seams clear that If
the sentiment o! the people lad beau
toresean, the dominant classes would have
gone, to any length o! reform Vo prevent
theîr overthrow ; but, apparently, they
bati not the sllghtest Idea o! the popalar
state o! mmnd. Again, ail througl Eug.
Ilsh history we sSe a variety o! enter-
prises. some !alling, others sucesstul, anti
ail undertaken ln the hope o! popular
tavor Can we suppose that Charles II
lu the year preceding the Restoration was
any more confident o! quccess Vlan var-
ions othar Stuart8, who at othar timee en-
Virely miscaleulateti popular sympathy iu
their, attempts Vo regain the throue ?
Even the preseut day affords sazupias. No
Amarican lias yet forgotten the various
estima-tea maqe o! the strength o! Tari!!
Reform sentinment bafore the iast election,
ana how far froni the truth even the most
sanguine expectations of its friands proveti
Vo be. Ana so those, wlo -vîsh Vo finti
iAnnexation sentiment ia Canada may
Ïlnd IfV; but Nwhather .it actuaîîy exista
or not, and what may be Its strength, no
one eau tell till the people are forced,
tfy vote or otherwise. to tieclare thaîr real
opinion ln the matter. What we cau do,
wltn soma possible profit, is to caavass
the causes anti tentipacles thttt act on
sentiment, and estîmate low far they will
weili In intluencingr the (leedion o! a
country.

Oaa of the principal arguments now
usati la Canada agalnst AnnexaVian la that
baseti on the Idea o! loyaity. It la as-
serteti that Minexation, nay, aven dIscus-
sing Aunaxation. Is an act o! treason to-
wards the soveraigzî power. Bat what-
ever strength this cry may have at pra-
sent. IV seams probable that 1V wili ha on
other grounds that the real Issue wiil
be !ought. O! course It wouîld. bea&very
dIltarent thlng- If Englanti resisteti Can-
atia's wlshes lu the matier, but Engiii
stateeman have repeatedly asserted that
Engianti woult ofler no realstance shouiti
Canada desire Vo be, Intiependent or change
ber alle*Iance. Treason w,» take IV, now-
a-dayý, la an offence, against the commni
weal ; anti If neIther country suffers 1055
by the' separation, 1V in difficuit Vo see
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that an offence, has been committati. 1V
le truc that by joinlng the States, wa
ehouiti become llable Vo act againat Great
Britain ln time of war; but ln the present
state of thiigs we, are untiar no obiIgaý
tion Vo figlit Engiaud's battieq, siîoulti we
ba calleti upon Vo do so. We are pra-
paredti o kaap any contract Vo wblch wa
hava engagea. ourseives ; but we sureiy
couiti noV be accuseti o! breakiug faith,
,whan we are voiuntarily releaseti !rom
obligation.

The truthlai, that Itisas o! ioyaity ara
untiergoing a change. IV la not that
the duty o! keaplag an undartaking is
hald any less sacreti, or that the love o!
ona's native couintry wIl avar grow lasa:
but that olti Idea o! ioyalty, which con-
sisteti la keepiag open olti sores, and
gioryîng over a defeateti enamy, is geV-
tIng Vo ha recoguiseti as ona o! tha mauy
heritages o! barbarismn. The vary origin
o! nations IF sean noV Vo ha a Goti-ortiain-
ed and sacreti institution, but rather Vhe
transient accident o! a less cîvilizati age.
I'neertain as la the eariy history o! man
anti o! languaga, tîzie mach seems clear,
that Vhe gre-tt diversitles which charactar-
Ize nations are chlefly due Vo migrations
anti lack o! commnincation lu early
Vimes IV la ipossible that sudh a
thing coulti happan now. Let us sap-
poFe, for lu'-tance séhat Englouti existati am
she now is, anti aIl the rest o! Vhe
world ware, unialabiteti. A migration at
once begins anti lu a few hundreti yaars
Vhe earth is comparatlvel y weli populateti.
Wharever VIe uawv settlers go, thfy
take wlth them their language anti their
books; fhlir newspapars andtifelagraph
systemab; they establlslî steamiship com-
munication w-ith eý,th other, anti with
home. Is IV couceivable that lu five han.
dreti, lu a thousnnd years, the traces o!
tiîeir common origIn would be so oblîtar-
ateti thaf eadh c.ountry wouid have !te
own languaga, anti customs ; that Inter-
course couiti only ha carrIeti on tîrougli
interpreters, or soins Volapukian inake-
shift ? Amierica gives an amphatic nega-
t ive. Two iiun(iret anti fitty yaars have
passeti, the greater part o! therm wlth-
ont tht' telegrapli, anti ith lmperfet con-
municatin by saiiing shlps, anti yet Vo-
day for ail purpoe o! itercourse English-
man anti Americans are practicaiiy oua pao-
pie. A treaty or legisi1ative enactment,
wvould. maka them om, lu a fcw hours, lu
a sanmù la wvhldh It woti take centuries
Vo unite France an(l Germany-yet Eng-
landi andti hs States, andi Canada iess arn-
pliaticaiiy, cail thnseives separate na-
tions, anti treat eacl other as foreign
countries. Pro-bably Vhey ara rîglit In
(bing so ; probably, because no soverelgn-
ty whieh lias yat been framedti o uits
lu oua coniitrles saparated by the iea, las
proved su!flcientiy permanent Vo demon-
strate how large an empire may ha anti
hold Vogether. Tua war o! ludependeuce
waa due Vo the fuet tInt Amarican neetis
couiti noV ha appreciateti or satistieti lu
Londion. Tbe feeling lu Canada against
Anaxation may be the offapring o! a Ilke
suspicIonl o! Washington. To put it in
othar wortis, there, is no inevitable reason
wîy the Englieh-spea.klag peoples shouiti
noV act together as oua nation; but In-
stInct may waru thema that they wiil get
on botter as they are.

What muet be, Insisteti on, lowever, ls
that natîonaîity bas loat aIl sense, ai a
common irth. The word le quite differ-
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e'nt with us from its use to dJotillgalI
Jews ani Greeks, or at the prescut ,ds1+
In Europe, Russians and Oeits. AB *
just sala, American and Englishimen
suffklenutly alike to, live together andero'-'
flag An affection for turnedi-up t-rGOWt
on the one hand, or for pron0scuoUs o
ting on the other, would hardlY f
theai apart, were, there flot other Iiitros~
to consider. The questions wll lt
realiy separatei BrItain from the
ha ve beau maluiy questions of business«
original separatlon arose over t axation.

more re-cently we have the sealling'i l
f isherle-i questions, and there is a mar'xé
sourc(o of annoyance In tarit!Matlo
Whatever feeling liR ex'!eted betwe
the countries lias resembled rather
jealousy of great trading compan - , l

aven thia grows weaker as business [Op
ests become more and more intarwovee t
gather

la spIte o! thi,, Canada la sedtUlOUo
cultivating a national spirit. sueCh
spirit la ln reality but a latrger toil
esprit du corpýz. IV may ba cultivaV
behali of a churcli, or a collega, or a
stock company. It ls an out1ward IS
fePtatlon of friendUness and goodFfOlîow
ship ; It depends a littie, for its warIint '
the existence of outsiders ; just 'as the
terlor o! the earth is suppose to b e
cuilarly hot on account of exterilal e
sure. IV le unreasonlug but vary fl&tuI!%

To select certain traits, by whldh a c
adian coulti lnfalllbly ba recognIsed 'ol

iudaed be difficuit. The native canlamo
i» a littie more American lhan an
lisîman, a Ilttie more English tban
Amarican. Occasionally hoe would PfI
for one, or the other. But thiei ciRes coo 1
poses a coanparatively 8mali part o!
population. There are besides nearly
million Frenchi, who are national Olleu

for auy purpoee. Thare ls a large
ber o! EngîkIt, Scotch andi Irishi, pr0Serv
thair national accents, andt damon(Ystrtt
in theiz patriotism, chiefly on the festlyo
of thal- varinos patron saints. We 0
even a large body.for whom the Batt»
tha Boyno lie the ona polîticai cuit. e
aga ln, tiere are many *Amer!anslob

have settîsti lera chia!ly lan connectioli e
American money Iuvested la Canada. ll
so many alemeats shouMi ha able VO 0
together and proserit an appearancO d
homogeneity speaks mucli for the pOWerA
tha Custom House lu tiatermlning the
tions of the day. - o

But thougb froin a IbuSInessýi pol51Kt
view Canada may seeam su!fficiantY t
ed, thare la stili soinethlng %vantIng

malta lier a nation lu a comploe
andti hk' curious experiment la being Di
of tlntiug soine common idea or,
to reprefeat more vIsibly the ullitYtr
ready practicalîy secureti. It mli' . u
pear wviser to let wsli enougli aiofle n
VIe Id ea o! depentience ls galling t0Ilo
more ardent. souls, and variousPln g
been suggeeteti with the vieW Of 10110
our condition more toierable. One oc
which meets with saine lavor partJY fru
the vastuess of its diesign, partlY Io
tha lnsignlieance of the actuai chng #Y
voiveti, la calleti Imperlal Feder8tlo",
It eacî Canadian wouid becofie a c 00
o! a mighty empire, wbich Britaln, a t
lias builded, woulti continue Vossao 0
la fol, proposeti that Canada sh'O11d te -

tributo Vo the Imperfal. tefenCe, or "0 ,
der lier privilege or, talgIiport. ;

mi


