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-AL»EN'S CYCLOPEDIA OF UNIVERSAL LITERATURE. Nos.
13-17. New York: John B. Alden.

We have a furtber instaiment of this condensed literary
cyclopoedia. As a work of reference it is useful, for we
can flnd out the main facts in an author's career, and have
a list of bis works for the trouble of turning Up the proper
place in an alphabetical list. The selections are often
interesting, and give some idea, of the writer's vein. In
some cases they are copious; those from Ruskin textend
over seven pages, tFose from Luther over fourteen, those
from Macaulay over thirty-one. We might suggest that
some sort of critical estimate of the writers mentioned
would be an improvement. The opening article of volume
thirteen is on the Kalevala, the ancient Finnish epic,
which is treated with unusual fuiness. In this volume
the most important names are Kant, Keats, Landor and
Longfellow. Volume fourteen includes Lowell, Luther,
Macaulay and John Stuart Mill. Volume fifteen contains
Milton and Morris. Volume sixteen ends with Rabelais,
and volume seventeen describes Ruskin and Sir Walter
Scott.

So-NGs 0F Tiiîe SEA. Illustrated by Reynolds Beal. New
York : Prederick A. Stoke8 Company ; Toronto:
Hart and Company, 1891.

These songs are fragments from the poems of Moore,
Clough, Tennyson and Rogers; the parable of the draught
of fishes, verses from the Psalms and New Testament, and
that favourite hymn, IlEternal Father! Strong to Save,'
go to make up a choice, cheerful, and inspiriting collection.
Eacli quotation is finely illustrated with appropriate
sketches, embellislied with nautical gear such as of compass,
anchors, life belts, ropes, cars and fishing nets, schooners,
l)rigs, and flsing saiacks, etc.> mostly executed in sea blue,
a peculiar shade, and well known to those familiar with
the heaving main. Occasionally we alight on a sketch
executed entirely in a harmony of brown and gold, which
reminds us of the tint and odour of seaweed. At this
season of the year a more appropriate gift for those who
have friends who "'go down to the sea in ships " could
not very well ho found. The strong board covers of a sof t
grey-green tint are illumined witb a seascape where the
silver moon sheds her peaceful light over the quiet deep,
witb its remuants of floating wreckage-calrn after torm-
aliegorical perbaps of the lives of those to whoin this
artistic volumet is destined to bring comfort.

FAvoultirE Rîîjy3js vl MMOTHER 0005E. By Maud
Humiphrey. New York : Frederick A. Stokes Comn-
pany; Toronto :Hart and Son. 1891.

A charming book and one destined soon to become a
favourite with the littie ones is this volume of the old famil-
iar rhymçls of our early childhood with its beautiful illus-
trations. Turning the pages over we find a chubhy boyish
king in bib and regal crown surrounded by the four-and-
twenty blackbirds who Il began to sing."' In this entran-
cing book alI the allairs of the nation are conducted by its
bright small boy and girl citizens; the sky is cleaned of
cobwebs by a quaint little old womnan attirod in gown and
poke-bonnet of cloudland hues, and "lhot cross buns " are
purveyed by a bright youth in frock, pinafore and curîs.
Too long would it take us to attempt to describe the chaste
beauty of this juvenile gallery of delights, and as we regret.
fully turn the last pages the ittle Miss of Il Primrose
Hill," robed in ber frock of primurose coloured stuff, decor-
ously drops us a farewell courtesy, and we close the book,
mentally deciding that nothing could give the little ones
greater pleasure than the gift of this highly artistic
volume. The style of illustration revives in these old
rhymes the life of the realm of childhood. We sincerely
compliment the artiiat compiler on ber most excellent
work, and feel sure it wilI give a pure and noble conception
Of the beautiful to the mind of any littie cbild happy
enough to becomne its possessor.

1 PRESSIoNS AND OPINIONs. By George Moore. Price,
$1.25. New York: Scribners ; Toronto : William-
son. 1891.

Mr. George Moore is a gentleman of fine critical insight
an fcniderable literary power, anid theso essays of bis

quite menit the distinction of republicatior. and even of
being revised and re-written, as some of tbem have been.
They have appeared in the Fortnightly, the Universal
Review, and the Magazine of Art, and are now collected
in this handsome and inexpensive volume. Most of these
essays are devoted to foreign writers and artists ; and, on
the whole, are pitched in rather too high a key. We are
quite willing to admit that our English Philistinismn bas
been too disdainful of much excellent French work; but
we must not, for that reason, rush into the opposite
extreme and condono every monstrosity in French litera-
ture, merely because we are told that this is the way the
French genius works, and we must accept it. The Frenchi
genius often works in a very objectionable and offensive
manner, and we have no mind to put up with it. We
do flot mean that Mr. Moore is undiscriminating in bis
eulogios. He tells us that l'assommoir is flot realistic,
whicb we are very glad to hear. He also speaks in terra
Of unmaitigated disgust of La Torre, which is well. But
in bis essay on Balzac, the firat and longest in the book,
We inust express our honest belief that he gives too bigh a
place to a novelist wbose power and genius no compétent
critic will think of questioning. Mr. Moore also takes a

delight in telling us of "la great pot " of wbom prohably
not one reader of this reviow ever heard. fis namne is
Verlaine ; one article and the baîf of another are giveil to
him. We think that few persons will regret the time
spent over this book, and we may specially comînend
several papers on the drama and the theatre.

LETTERS 0F JOHN KEATS. Edited by Sidney Colvîn.
Price $1.50. London and New York : Macmillan
and Company; Toronto: Williamson and Company.
1891.

This is a charming volume. Mr, Sidney Colvin bad
shown bis compotoncy for the work ho does bore by bis
excellent volume on Keats in Il English Men of Letters."
Keats not only occupies a vcry bigb position as a poot of
the first class, but ho constitutos a link betwe-n \Vords-
worth and Tennyson without which the bistory of modern
poetry would be incomplete. Keats was borii in 1795, and
died at Rome in 1821, only twenty.flvc years of age. It
used to ho said that ho was killed by a savage article in the
Quarterly 1eview; but this bas been disprovt-d by bis
excellent and sympatbctic biographex-, Mr. Monktou Milnes,
afterwarls Lord Houghton. It was in this biogiapby
that somne portions of these letterm were publishied - aud
when it is said that 1'they lent an especial chanmn to a
charining book," this is truc, since II ho *s one of those
poots wbose genius makes itsolf foît in prose-writing
almost as decisively as in verse." '[ho letters extend from
1816 to 1820, the last being within about tbree months
hefore bis death. There was a special necossity for this
publication. Even if Lord Hougbton bad publisbed alI of
them whicb were of interest, hoe had iiot the power of
giving them from a trustworthy test. lmîy of thîem
were written to bis brother and sister-imi law in AAmerica,
and when this lady married again to Mr. Jell'rey, of Louis-
ville, this gentleman, in copying themu, imade such large
omissions as greatly to diminisb thie iuterest and value of
the letters. Mr. Colvin bas had more trustworthy
material to work upon, although ho considers that, even
now, tbey inay not ho absolutely complote. Among Kecats'
correspondents, wo may mention, wos 1h{aydon the painter
for wbose genius Keats liad a bigber admiration than pos-
terity bas confirmed. Althougb there are, of course, pas-
sages in these letters of no great intcrest, thero are other
passages which place the writer in the first rank of letter-
writers.

THE CHILDHIOOD AND) YOUTI 0F CHAItLES [)icxRNs. Lon.
don : utchinson and Companuy ; Toronto -\Villiaiei
Brigg.4. Price $1.75.

'[bis is a very interesting book written by Mr. Langton,
F.R.FL.S., wbo is an entbusiastic admirer of Dickens." It
givos a variety of details not to ho found in the formaI
biographies. A curious instance is quoted, sbowing the
wide-spread interest in ail that pertains to that favourite
author. About fifty yoars ago) bis fathor lived at AI-
phington, near Exeter, and bie bas been dead nearly forty
years, yet onlv a fow years since a letter fromn America
was sent to himi to bis old address. 0f course it was
roturned thî-ough the Doad botter Office; but it is believed
that it was a roqucat from a Yankee collector for bis auto-
graph. A largo proportion of the l)articulars contained
in this work bave bcenem lrivcd fromn aged persons who
have givon thoir personal recollections of Dickens wben a
boy. One of bis sorest memories was that wben lie was
about twelve year8 old and bis father (subsequontly typiied
as Micawber) was imprisoncd for dcbt, ho was sent to a
blacking manufactory where lio had to pa4te labels on
bottles and do other light work of a inenial character. For
this hoe was paid eight shillings por week. But it must ho
borne in mind on bebaif of bis parents that, in London,
flfty-seven years ago, eigbt shillings a week was veny high
wages for boys' unskilled labour ; and we bave no doubt
that bis employer believed that ho was behaving band-

somlyin ayng hela double or treble the ordinary rate
of boys' wages. Dickens was not the only man of genius
wbo bas bad a bard tiîne in bis boyhood. His father was
incarcerated in the King's Bencb, afterwards known as
tbe Queen's Bencb. There arc capital descriptions cf the
ancient inn at Cobbam, Il The Leatlier Bottle,'" described
in Pickwick, as well as Of many other places made famous
by their association with the life and writings of Dickens.
The volume bas many engravings and a thoroughly good
index. We heartily recoinamoud it to our readersM as a per-
fect biographical tronsure relative to Dickens ; flgurativoly
there you can see him grow. Lt would miake a good
Christmas presient for an intelligent youth.

THE LORD'S SUPPERI AND THE PASSOVER RITUAL : Fron
the German of Profossor Bickell. By W. F. Skene,
D.C.L. Price, 5s. Edinburgh : T. and T'. Clark;
Toronto: McAinsh. 1891.

This is a book of considerable interest and value. Lt
will cf course cbiefly concerfi those wbo belong to churchesi
in which some formn of the ancient liturgy is in use ; but it
will not ho without interest to any wbo concern them-
selves with the earliest literature of the Christian Cburch.
Lt bas long been a matter of dispute where we may expect
to flnd the origin or origins of the great liturgies which
bave been used in different parts of the Christian Church.
Palmer divided them into four families, ascribing the
greatoat antiquity to that which was in use in theieurch
of Jerusaleni, and which bore the namne of St. James. Lt

is now generally agreed that Palmer attributed too great
an antiquity to the various Liturgies which lie regarded as
typical. Drey and Probst have contended successfully
for the antiquity of the so-called Clementine Liturgy, whicb
is preserved in the eighth book of the Apostolic Constitu-
tions-a treatise whicb probably belongs to the end of
the third century, althougb it boars the namne of a Bisbop
of Romne of the first. There naver bias been muchi doubt
of the antiquîty and pnrity of this Clementii-e Liturgy;
but it was regarded by most as being rather a specimen of
the arrangement of the Liturgy than the copy of a Service
which was actually in use. The two writers just mon-
tioned may be said to have proved that it is an actually
Liturgical Service, and the oldest in existence, and Dr.
Bickell, the author of the original of the volume before us,
bias completed the proof by sbowing its resemiblauces to tbe
Service in uM among the Jews. The book is divided into
three pa.rts, the first dealing with the Primitive Christian
Lîturgy, and showing the superior antîquity of the Cle-
mentine ; the tecond describing the Jewish Ritual which
gave rise to the Christian Liturgy, and tbe third instituting
a Comiparison between the Apostolic Liturgy and the Cor-
responding Jewish Ritual. Dr. Bickell arrives witb great
certainty at the conclusion that the Clementine Liturgy is
apostolic in its origin, and that it is derived fromn the
Jowisb Ritual. The only conclusion of interest which ho
deduces, apart f rom the origin of the Liturgy, concerna the
place of the invocatiou of the Holy Ghost in the Canon.
According to the writer it is no part of the consecration.
'[ho naine of Dr. Slcene is quite sufficient to show that
translation and editing are well done, and that bis own
contributions to tbe volume are of value.

CANADA S PATILIOr STArESMAN : The Life and Career of
the -iltit lonourable Sir John Macdonald, G.C.B.,
etc. Based on the work of Ednîund Collins. llevised,
witli additions to date. By G. Mercer Adam.
Toronto: Rose Publishing Company, C. R_. Parisb and
Company ; London: McDermid and Logan. 1891.

The life of Sir Johin Macdonald by Mr. Collins lias, for
somn( years, been recognized as the standard work on the
subject ; but the deatb of our great Premier bad rendered
it desirable that theý book sbould be completed by the
narrative boîng brought down to the timie of the decvase of
its subject. Mr. Collins was no0 longer in Canadai, and the
work was entrusted to Mr. Mercer Adam. That gentle-
man's previous literary work had eminently itted hlm iifor
the uudertaking, and the book as it now stands proves
satisfactorily that the complotîng of Mr. Collins' excellent
biography cou Id not bave fallen into botter baudstl. I n
truth it should not now ho forgotten, as it may bo, froîn
the disappearanco of Mr. Collins' Prof ace, that Mr. Adam
bad somne share in the original work. Il Lot us bere,"said Mr.
Collins, "express our gratitude to Mr. G. Mercor Adam
for information, guidance and numerous bînts, wbile at our
work. Mr. Adam, wîth the modesty which is only equalled
by bis courtesy and mient, desired that no mention slîould
ho made of him, save casually in our chapter upon Cana-
dian literature; but we have flot allowed this to interfere
with a sense of duty."

Mr. Adam's work is not a more reproduction of Mr.
Collins' with the addition of chapters on the subsequent
history of its subject. The irst chapter bas boen entirely
rewritten and so bave the last tbree, whilst no fewer than
ton chapters have been added. Portions of Mr. Collins,
appendices bave been incorporated in the text ; but the
great speech on the Pacific Scandai bias been printed outire
at the end. Tho biography is 110w as complote as need
ever be desirod, and altbough it was not quite easy te
write with a steady pen so soon after Sir John's death, Mr.
Adam seemns to us to have united justice and generosity
in a very judicious and satisfactory manner.

On this subject it is perbaps best to lot the author speak
for bimiself. " If," ho says, "4the proent writer cannet
rise to the pitch of enthusiasm to wbich Mr. Edmnund
Collins bad attained wben hoe wrote the bulk of the fol-
lowing pages, hoe is nou1e the lesa con9cious of the gifts
and endowments of the subject of Mr. Collins' lively pane-
gyric, or in any way unwilling to do justice to bis theme.
What hoe bas alone stipulated for, in taking up and carry-
ing down to date that writer's work, is freedomn to present
facts witbout doing violence either to history or to the
dîctum of a calm and impartial judgment, anud always with
consideration and courtesy towards the other great party
in the State."

Tbe whole of the Introduction fromt whicb theso words
are taken forms a discriuiinating, i f also generous, estimate
Of the mnan the story of whose life is bore told, of the mani
whom alI Canadians will now recognize as great. Mn.
Adam closes this excellent part of bis work with the
expression of the hope that our great loss may bring us
gain. " May we nlot sec, as its fruit, our politics puritied,
our public life elevated and ennobled, our patriotism
broadened and increased, the people set f ree from the
ensiavement and noxious influence of faction, and tlho
country made more closely and enduringly one?'t" May
God grant it !

THE Western WVor/d, illustrated, Dec., 189ý1, contains a
vory valuiable paper on the North-West Territorios, their
bistory, resources and possibilities, as well as an interest-
ing and readable article on IlFarm Pupils," whichi should
appeal to the numerous young Englishmen of Ontario who
have ef t Liverpool in the hopes of 41 learning farming " in
Canada.


