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accidentai. or intentionai dropping or adding of nantes in
the printing oflice. The most noteworthy changes ini the
Controvertcd Elections Act are that which requires that
election trials shall be conducted by two jadges instead cf
one as hitherto, and that which provides that miner
offences commîiittud without the knowledge cf the candidate,
and ini ne wise atceting the resait of the election, shah net
deprive the member eiect of his seat. The first cf these is
a wise amendment, and one which wili be we dure say as
acceptable to the conscientions judge as to the honest
candidate. The second is of more doubtfui propriety, since,
while it mnay sometimes prevent what wouid otherwise be
a real hardship for the candidate, it wili l ao tend to remove
froin his unscrupalous friends the wholesome restraint
arising fromn the fear of depriving hint of his eection by
an uniawf ul act. Perhaps it is aise worthv of consideration,
on the other Eide, that it may occasionally prevent a
treacherous onemy from unseating n member by an illegal
act of pretended support. On the whoie the changes are
obvioasly in the right direction and inay faîrhy ho taken
to indicate an honest desire on the part of the Government
for purer elections. ____

cominittee to consider the definite proposais for imperial
f ederation nmade by Sir Charles Tupper in bis recent speech.
We arc further told that Sir Charles is surprised at the
support his scheme is receiving, and that hoe congratulates
hintacîf on having been the first to framie a proposaI that
meets aIl the Frenich-Cane.dian objections to federation
schcmes in goneral. Those objections are, we stippose,
mainly to the taxation for the support of the British niavy
and the loss of a certain measure of the self-government at
prosent eri.joycd, which wero hitherto generally and natur-
aIIy sapposed to be indispensable features of any possible
scheme. If Sir Charles can obtain the consent of the
British (Ioverniient and people to a foret of federation
which invoives no pecaniary obligations, and asks no
sacrifice of autononty on the part of tihe colonies, and which,
while taxing foreign products for their benefit, lcaves thent
free to mainitain as high tarifF8 as they pleaise against
British mianufactures-if, that is to say, an arrangement
can ho made which gives the colonies everythting they
could ask, and exacts ne cost or sacrifice of any kind in
retarn---tii whoie afrair wilI be put on a new basis. We
can conceive of nothing, unless it were a sonse of self-
respect and shaine, which could prevont any
colony froint nteririg into a comtpact wltich
gives aIl the benefits te hier and puts aIl the obligations
upon the Mother Country. In contrast with such a
proposa], it înay ho interesting to read the following froin
a Ieading article in Imperial #'ederation, the journal of the
Imiperial Federation League. Comnmenting on the opinions
on the federation question expressed by Sir John Mac-
donald a few years ago, whiclt have been so frequently
referred to since his death, titis journal, in the number
dated July lut, says :

That Sir Joltn Macdonald expected niore of the fiscal
and commercial eleient of union than niany of us on this
side are inclined to is natural enough. To obtain advan-
tages over othter nations in the markets of the Mother
Country is an alluring idea, to colonial politicians every-
where, and above ahi in Canada. As a political leader in
Canada Sir John was bound to give proininence te
this view, at the sanie tinte being wihing to commit
himsacîtet the belief that the colonies would in seine sort
reciprocate the favour. But in the course of the same
stateinent, as in the utterance quoted before, ho made the
farther decaration that the colonies wouid be ready to do
what, to our mind, is vastly mtore worth having-not for
the money, but for the sake of the principle and the politi-
cal consequences involved-namoly, to, pay their share of
the oxpeîlse of national defence. lus was too broad a
îtind to shlow him to join the cry of these over-reaching
politicians too often heard to speak in the name of te
colonies, who cry aiways Il Give, givo," without ackniow-
ledging the obligation un their side to givo also where tîtey
get. And it is upon this basis of niutuaiity alone that
any union can be asting.

IMIE Dominion Governînent has shown practicai wisdom
in se far conceding the demands of the people of the

North-West for home raie, as they soeintet ha'.e donc in
the Bill introduced by the Minister of the Interior. The
question why having gone so far the Otta.wa Administra-
tion shouid fnot have gone to the ingical end may perhaps
ho raised and prove troubiesome, even in the absence of
Mr. McCarthy. So far as appears, the Bill decides the
dispute Lhetween Lieat.-Governor Royal and the Assembly,
touching the control of the exchequer, entireîy in favour

of the latter. The lon. Mr. Royal'8 daim of the riglit of
disposing of the main portion of the revenue, viz., that
couling directly front the Doîminion treasury, is not upheld.
On thec ontrary, the new Act seetus to give the North-
West Assernbly as full control ovcr all its revenues as that
possesmed Iy any other local Ilouse. This is a matter of
primary importance, as the power of the purse is one of
the chief prerogatives and safeguards of representative
government, and was by far thc most important question
at issue between the Lieuteniant-Governor and the Assent-
bly. The removal of Government appointees or noininated
memibers front the local Assembiy wiil mark another stage
in thecnmarch towards fu local autonomy. Henceforth
the representatives of the people will be able to make such
arrangements as they please for the management of the
finances, and will have the saine freedom in local legisiation
which is enjoyed by other members of the Confederation.
The Bill does flot provide for the subdivision of the Terri-
tories into prospective provinces, but it is doubtful if the
people, with the exception perhaps of the residents of
Alberta, are desirous, as yet, of so far assuiiing the
increased cost and responsibilities of self-government. If
the population of the Territory increases with reasonable
rapidity, the time for such division will soon corne. Mean-
while it is probably better to make haste slowly. It does
not appear that the new Act is to concede any f aller
powers to legisiate in regard to the dual language or
Separate school questions than those already exercised.
Whether, in the absence of Mr. McCartby, and in view of
the latenoss of the season, those questions will be raisied
ini Parliament this session is doubtful. It îuay be safely
predictedl, howevvr, that the people of the North-West,
who have alrcady shown thiemsielves so courageous and
persistent in demianding their rights as meumbers of Uic
Confederation, wilI not long submnit te the present curtail-
ment of their liberties in these respects. The progress they
have already made, and cspcciaily the important concus-
sions they are gaining in the preserit Bill, iay be accepted
as a guarantee of their ability to insi8t in the future upon
the renioval of ail disabilities and restrictions until they
stand upon the saine lovel in respect to local self-raIe with
the freest Province of the Dominion.

18there, or is there not, any good grounid to hope that the
Hudson Bay route can ever becoîne available for the

choaper and miore direct transportation of the wheat and
other products of the North-West to England ? That,
to our thinking, is the one question upon which the defen.
sibility of the Bill granting to the Hudson Bay Railway
Company a subsidy of $80,000 a year, for twenty years,
depends. We note that the Bill, in its passsge through
thc Commons, was advocated mainly as a colonization road
to the Saskatchewan. On this ground the building of the
road, largely at the 3xpense of the Domninion, ie indefen-
sible, at ieast until such time as much larger portions of
the immense tracts of fertile prairie already accessible by
rail are taken up by actual settlers. To afford facilities
for scattering still morc widely the sparse population,
instead of striving by every means to fill up the va8t
regions alrendy broached, is surely a most mistaken policy.
But if, as wc have always been disposed to believe, there
is a reasonable probabilîty that the great inlaud sea in the
North-East may bo navigated with tolerable safety and
certainty for even thrce or four months in the year, the
conditions are radically changed. Such a route would bc
of incalculable value to Manitoba and North- West farmers.
The jewel consistency was oporiy discarded by those
Liberal memberh of Parliament, who though they neyer
tire of holding up liberty te buy in the cheapest and sei
in the dearest markets as a flrst principle of sound political
economy, or of contending that one part of the country or
comimunity should neyer be compelled, by the operation of
tarifi laws, to pay tribute to another part, nevertheless
opposed the grant, as several of them did, on the ground
that to build the road would bc to divert front the older
Provinces the trade of the North-West for which they
had been paying such immense sums of inoney. To argue
that the young North-West should bu thus compchled to
pay tribute to the older provinces ill becomes those who
are continually denouncing the National Policy because
it taxes the many for the behoof of the few. It can hardly
be denied that the Bill, as passcd through the Gommons,
was most unsatisfactory, by reason of the singular lack of
information furnished in regard to the length, location and
cost of the road, and the financial ability and good faith of its
promoters and stockholders. The Bull should have lain
on the table, at ahl hazards, until these wero furnished to

the satisfaction of the peoplesB responsibie representatîves.
Seldom, we venture to say, has Parliament dealt 80 favo"r
ably with a measure concerning which so ittle detailed

information was forthcoming, and sumis of money 80 large
voted. The precedent, if est ablished, wili be a Most aifor.

tunate one in this respect. The argument of the opponCi1to
of the grant, on these two points, viz., the present needý
lessniess of the road for colonization purposes, and the lack
of information in regard te the means, plans and inten-
tions of its promoters and shareholders, were iogicallY
irresistibie.

T 1IE great Educational Convention is over but it i'of
tpredict that its effects wili extend through Cena

tiens. In saying this we do not refer principal]Y te
resu] ta educational in the restricted sense of that word,
though evon these may be easily underrated. Whatever
may be the value of some of the more metaphysical and
theoretical discussions, it is impossible that so mafly indoi

ail occapied more or less exclusively with difféent a8Pects

of the saine great questions, can have undergone th' con'
tact and healthf ai friction of the thrce days of the on-
vention without having derived much benefit in the proce8S&
To the shuggish must in many cases have been itiiparted 16
salutary stimulas. Those which are natarally active, but
whose opportunities for culture have been îimited, Will

have received thoughts and suggestions which wilI bear

fruit before as well as after miany days. AIl, Bave the
most indifferent, must have gonie away with larger idra'

and deeper convictions toucbing the responsibilitieS 5and
possil)ilities of the profesmaion. But fronti the internatioltèal
point of view Canadians have every reason t hu WdIl
pleased that the visit hias been inade by au, uiaiiY iel"er

of the profession froin acros the line. Almiost every Part
of the great Republic was represented.* ProbablY 'lhe
percentage of thosti who had before visited Canada, or wvh0
had even tolerahîly correct ideas of the character of the
country and its people, was much sinailer than iiiEiY be at
first thought sapposed. As we have often had occasion te
observe Providence has placed these two peopleSsaide b1
side, and aide by side they must reinain throagh a11 their
future history. It is in the highest intercsts of both that
the frcest intercourse, social and commercial, the be8i
undcrstanding of each other's characters and institutolSî
and the most cordial friendship and good-will 5Hiould rO,

vail. l-listory has probably no paralel case, in which ewo
peoples descended froin the 8ame stock, speaking thO "'l"
language, readinq the samne literature, permeatcd 14 the
samne democratic spirit, and Itaving to a large extofit tho

samne interests and ambitions, have thus shareid butwc8îI
them the greater part of a great continent.Itievdt
that nothing but a good understaniding of each othef'o
peculiarities, a proper regard for eachi other 'a rights n
liberties, and a fair share of breadth of minc and generosi t l

on the part of each, is needed to bind the two nations "
bonds of perpetual friendship. It is not too much tosa
that a few days of kindly personal intercourse Wdli g0

farther than anything else to prumote suuh ' .1ad ee
ings in the individuai. The manîy and generotOaS an

evidently sincere sentiments to which the ieadiflg
of hoth nationalities gave utterance were ver Y 't dui

to ahI rightly-disposed minds and wiII net fail tuo'pro1
visitr s uo w e a h odebt l o f T o ro n to as w ell as thoir

vistos we dbtof appreciation and gratitud tat
members of the local centmittee, and ospeciallY tan

1Hil1 and Inspecter Hughes, who gave so mach tnainle
care to preparation for the event, and to whose idlra ls
arrangements the complete succcss of the Couve twfl
so largely due.

TIHE passage of the Free School Bill through tLe0î 3 ritis
luse of Gommuons will mark an opoch in thuo ef

tional history of the kingdom. Thongh it was us n
ably broadened during its course thîrough the 1{o 0"a
has thus becomie a mnccl larger and more expdflsive t
are than Mr. Goschen at first contenîplate Y 1 it etquite evident from the tone of the debatos and of eh
press that it is by no mneans accepted as a fina5 ision
for the next decade. As flrst introduced the o -I11 d-
for exemption front fous included only public schoCi

ren between the agos of ive and fourteen. Tuot0 pe"
sons it would neot seent a matter of great moment Zihe
children under the age of fivo are charged fees or Id uder
free into the schools, as the namber in attendafice obtid

that age, unless in Kindergartens, must be, 'we h
hope for hmnt' ae vr ml.Tefaut of t
smallneias of the number toid, however, as an r,06

equaiiy weii on the Opposition aide in the debatO,
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