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a crime. Let a politician lay down a proposition; does bis opponent try
to prove tliat it is failacious 7 By no means. He directs lis energies te
prove that ten or twelvo years before, the infamous propounder of a new
idea held different views. For the mastery of tliis convincing rlietoric
ilansard is an invaluable mine. Not only will lie confront and, as lie

tliinks, confound you with your views of a remote period : ten to one you
wiil be triumpliantly asked whether somo dead man witli wliom you neyer
liad anytliing in common except belonging to the samne party did not, thirty
years ago, say sometliing very different froin the peccant utterance for
which you are now arraigned. In the newspapers tliis sort of stuif is
considered tlie liighest effort of dialectics, and is always distiiguished by
itaiics, small capitais, or black letters. The least pretence of having inde-
pendent views is a deadly sin, and tlio rank and file of a party, only too

glad to liave their tliinking clone for thema by others, are- ever ready to
"kili " the man wlio is presumpttuous enougli to show impatience of politicai

servitude. Thc ideal statesmanship among Canadians, old and young, is
mere manipulation of men, and the highest political character seems
to be tlie masking with iofty pretensions hypocritical manoeuvring for

sectional. support. Tlie wliole thing is rotten. How can we expect tlie

people to develope under sucob conditions a taste for wliat is whlesome and
pure in political theuglit and action 'i They are at the morcy of a vile
systemi in whicli the dead and haif-putrid liog beats the living cow every

timo. Wliere is it to end i Can we expeet anything botter than sunob

scandaie as that wliicli macle the last days of the late session of the Ontario
Parliament inoclorous ? How can we look te see anlything superior to

gutter-siingers in newspapers, and pensioniers, nepotista, and corruptionists
in polities ïf

Io there any hope f There is hope. The awakening referred to above

was not the expiring glew of what liad once grown and inatured and cuimin-

ated. It may have been like the anticipations of the distant spring which
we soe in sof t winters, when the chestnuts bud, and the sparrowa, deceived,

think the timo lias corne to buiid. Sliall we behold a spring.time for
Canadian thouglit ? In huiiian thinga let philosophers say what tlicy wiil,

thero can be no new lifc-giving impulse without wiil and effort. Now,

the worst feature of Romanisai lias been introduced inte politics by party-
tlie suppression of private j udgment. Lot the people of Canada do wliat

their fathers did at the time of the Roformation, namoly, assert thc dignity
of their manhood, the supremiacy of the individual conscience in matters

political, as Luther and John Knox did in mattera religious; let tbem

determine to lionour mental greatness wherever feund, to give their aliegi-

ance te higli thouglit and noble and consistent action, not deify the cunning

and docoptions of the wire-puller, and we may yet sec in the parliament

of Canada men of large views, witli adequato knowledge-statesmen in a

word--and, wliat is of not leas importance, our leading newspapers redeemed

from provincialienm and restored to deconcy. IDOUGLAS ROWAN.

FIFTY YEAR>S' PROGRESS A MON THE ENGLISHI
WORKING-CLASSES.

THiE recent inaugural addross delivered by Mr. Robert Giffen on the abeve

subject before the Royal Statistical Society, which lias just been pubiished

in pamphlet form, bas not received the attention which its importance

demande, and a briof synopsis of it msy tlierefore be of some use to Cana-

dian readers. Mr. Giffen shows conclusively tliat in every department of

living the Englisli workman of to-day is far botter off thon bis compeer of

fifty years ago.
During that time wages have risen fromn 33 te 85 per cent., whilo

the heurs of labour bave diminished nearly 20 per cent., the total gain to

the labourer from both sources being fromn 50 to 100 per cent. On the other

hand, with two or tliroe exceptions, the prices of commodities have either

decreased or are mudli the same to.day as they wero thon. Many new

things also can now be liad at a low price whidli could nlot thon be obtained

at ail. During the decennium 1872-82 the average price of wlieat was ton

shillings a quarter boss than during that of 1837-46. The price is also far

more steady new than it was in the old Corn-Law days. In 1812 it was

126s. 6d. per quarter ; in 1836 it was oniy 368. ; whule in 1847 it bad rison

again to 102s. 5d., a fluctuation whicli implied semi-starvation in the dear

years. During the last twenty years, on the other bond, wheat lias neyer

been as liigli as 70s. a quarter. In tho period 1863-73, the highest yearly

average was 648. 5d., in 1867 ; whie during the period 1873-83, the

higliest was enly 588. 8d., in 1873. Among important items of labourera'

consumption, sugar and clething have bath greatiy declined in price. The

oniy important article of diet wliich lias beconie dearer is meat. Fifty

years ago, howover, meat was net an article of consuimption with work-

ingmen, as it is now. In house-rent also there lias been an increase-

largely due, however, to the fact that the houses of workmen are far better

now than they used to be, the increased rent being merely a higher price

for a correspondingly better article which. the workman can. adford. Ia
1834, house-duty was Ievied on ail bouses rented at £10 or upwards; now,

ail bouses below £20 are exempt, the benefit going almost wholly to the

working-classes. The increase in rent and the cost of meat does flot,

however, couniterbalance the decrease in the prices of other articles, s0 that

the increase in wages and the decrease in working iîours represent so much

clear gain. The superior style of living among the masses is sliown bY the

immense increase in the importe per head of sucli articles as bacon and

hams, butter, cheese, eggs, rîce, tea, cocoa, sugar, and raisins. The consunP'

tien per beaci of tea and sugar, for instance, is about four times as greatt

and that of rice eightcen times as great as it was forty years ago.

Savings' banks deposits are an especially reliable criterion of the diffL

sion of wealth arnong the miasses. Between 1831 and 1851, the numiber of

depositors in these Banks increased from 429,000 to 4,140,000, and the

deposits fromn £13,719,000 to £80,334,000, the amount of the depositS per

head decreasing in the samne tîme fromn £34 to £20. The great merdeas6

in the nuinber of depositors, and the decrease in the deposîts; per head,

afford conclusive proof of a greater tendency towards saving on the paIrt

of the poorer classes. There has been a corresponidingly great increase in

the business clone by the industriai co-operative societies. Between 16

and 1881 the number of members increased from 90,000 to 525,000; the
capital from £483,000 to £7,142,000 ; the sales frorn £2,333,000 to

£20,901,000; and the net profits from £165,000 to £1,617,000.

The workingman's position lias improved in other ways. The 'cot of

government per liead is considerabiy lesa, and the workman's share Of

governmnent expenditure is greater now than they were in 1832. Neariy

£15,000,000 of expenditure under such heads as education, postoffcey
inspection of factories, is entireiy new as compared withi fifty years ago,

the workman consequently getting something now which hoe did not get

before at ail. The samne is true of local taxes, which are now £60,000,000
as against -£15,000,000 in 1832. The latter sum was mainly for poOr"

relief and other old burdens, fromn whicli working-xnen got littie benefit.

Now, while poor-relief expenditure is about the samne, the.re is a vo

expenditure besides for sanitary, educationai, and similar purposes, Of
which the masses get the chief benefit. The expenditure in these directioflo,

says Mr. Giffen, lias lielped to make life sweeter and better, and to ope0

careers to the poorest. The benefit of sucli an institution, for instance, 18
a free library, is, lie says, incalculable.

A natural resuit of botter food, botter lodging, better clothing, and

botter sanitary precautions is a considerable decrease in the deatli.rate.

For tlie years 1876-80 the average annuai death-rato for maies between the

ages of five and twenty-five was from twenty-eiglit to tliirty-two percet

less tlian in 1841-5 ; and for feuiales between the samne ages, fromn tw6lity«

four to thirty-fivo per cent. bass. Tlie mean duration of life of maies hl'

thus beon raised from 39.9 years, in 1841-5, to 41.9 years in 1876-80,s
gain of two yoars, or equai, taking the wholo population of Great Britaîl',

to a total gain of sixty million years of life for every genoration. The

largor proportion of this increase, mioreover, lias been at tlie useful ageo,
not at tlie dependent ages of chuldhood and old age. Tlie increas6 0
vitaiity lias been accompanied by a corresponding docroaso in sicknesse the

average number of days lest in tlie year by the workingman in consequenlce

of illness being now considerably loss tlian formerly. Tlie improvoeit in

liealth, moreovor, lias beon mainiy among the masses, and not among the

well-to-do. Many sanitary improvements, it may be added, are compare,
tiveiy recont, and tlieir benefits are only boginning to be feit, and onlY the
youngor lives wiii be affected by tliom. We may tlierefore expect that

the improvement in the public healtli wiil be even greator in tho future~

tlian it lias been in the past. As it is, the gain lias beon enormous.

As tlie country lias prospered in liealth and wealtli, so it lias declined

in pauperism. In 1830, witli only haîf tlie population, tlie oxpenditUre

undertliis head was nearly as great as it isnow. Between 1849 and 1881

notwithstanding tlie groat increase in the population, tlie numiber Of

paupers in tlie United Kingdom decreased fromn 1,676,000 to 1,014,,000.

The niaterial progress lias been accompanied by a corresponding advance

in tlie inteilectual and moral splieres. Fifty years ago the chiîdren Of the
masses got either a miserably poor education or none at ail. NoW theY
are gotting a fairly good ail-round training. Botween 1851 and 1881 the
number of pupils attending tlie public scliools increased fromn 782,239 tO

4,356,000. On the other hand, in spite of tlie steady incroaso of popUWa
tion, tliere lias been a great diminution in serious crime. In Englafld the

number of persons committed for trial decreased from. 24,000 in 1839, to
15,000 in 1882. For tlie United Kingdomn tlie corresponding decrease &

fromn 54,000 to 22,000. At tlie present time tliere is probably flot Ofll6
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