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A COMPLAINT.

Mr. N. Bawlf addressed the following
letter to the Public 8chool Board :

To the Chairman and Members of the
Board of Public Schools Trustees,
Winnipeg.

GenTLEMEN,—I beg most respectfully
to bring the following to the attention of
your board :—

Mr. Mulvey, your secretary, became a
candidate for election to the provincial
legislature iast December, and wus ab-
seut from his office in that campaign for
several weeks. Apart from all other
objections, I protest that Mr. Mulvey
had no right to absent himself from his
duties for that periodof time. If it be
said that Lie was entitled to a holiday,
the manifest answer is that it did not
happen during the holiday seuson—it
was in a part of the year when the
duties of his office very particularly de-
manded bis attention.

If it be said that during Lis absence
his duties were satisfactorily perform-
ed by someone elge, and that the public
did not therefore suffer, the answer at
once suggests itself that this fact—if it be
a fact—only proves that Mr. Mulvey's
services cannot be essential to the due
performance of the duties of that office.

Bat, then,Mr. Mulvey was engaged for
the purposeof performing those duties :
for that he is paid. The public who pay
the salary are entitled to bis services
being honestly given according to bhis
employmexzt,and the public are wronged
‘if by his absence someone elso has to be
engaged to do the work. If Mr. Mulvey
himself is competent to perform the
duties, he ought to be at his place for
the purpose—if incompetent, he oucht
to be discharged.

But Mr. Mualvey has also been sitting
in the house during the entire session,
extending over a period of, 1 think,
nearly six weeks. The sittings of the
bouse, including committee work, take
the greater part of the day, and frequent-
ly continue to a late hour in the night.
I happen to know that Mr. Mulvey took
a somewhat active part in committee
work. He must, therefore, have neces-
sarily been absent during a very great
part of the session from his daily duties.
His attention being necessarily absorbed
by his legislative duties and the matters
that are usually incident to them, he
must in any event, have been wholly
unfitted to perform the daily work of his
office, even if be gave extra hours to it.

1 protest that Mr. Muivey was again
evading the services be agreed to per-
form for the public, and that he has
wrongfully given to other objects the
time for which he is being paid by
the ratepayers. He cannot properly
serve two masters,and I respectfully sub-
mit that the time has come when your
board should eall upon him to say which
be will serve. It can séarcely be held
tc justify vour secretary that he is in
receipt of an additional $600 a year and
an allowance for mileage as a legislator.
But there are other circumstances
which make Mr. Mulvey’s offences much
more grave than merely robbing the
public of the time for which he is paid
and neglecting the duties which he en-
gaged to perform.

1 have the most positive information
that Mr. Mulvey in the course of the
election campaign referred to, in his
public addresses, repeatedly madestate-
ments relating to certain public matters,
on which the public were divided, that
were not only out of place for a man
whe is a public servant, but that were
most obnoxicus and offensive to a large
portion of the community whose servant
be is. I protest that a public servant is
bound by the most sacred obligations to
serve all sections of the community
without discrimination and with equal
respect. I protest that he should always
guard bis public utterances on questions
that divide the people, so as to avoid
giving offense to any gection of the com-
munity by which he is paid to serve all
alike.

Again, I charge that in addressing the
legislature durlng the gession, your
secretary was equally offensive in some
of his statements, and be wag offensive
algo in the manner of making them, The
circamstances are 80 notorious that I
need not refer tothei. It is 1mpossible
to conceive of your board justifying the
secretary in making such satements,
The fact that his offensive attitude was

in a measure connected with the very
subject of education, 88 to which it is his
special duty to serve all classes imparti-
ally, only intensifies the wrong in my
humble judgement.

I make no apology for bringing this
matter under the notice of your board.
As a somewhat heavy taxpayer of this
city, I bave to contribute my share to
pay for Mr. Mulvey’s services. My taxes
in Winnipeg are over $2,000 a year, and
for public schools alone they exceed
$400, nearly one-fourth of his whole
salary. I know I speak for scores of
other taxpayers from whom money is
collected every year to pay your secret-
ary, while he is allowed to spend his
time in offensively parading opinions
which are distastelul to tihem, and that
in relation to questions of a delicate
character on which public opinion ig
peculiarly sensitive.

Another matter I desire to mention
before closing. It i8 knowrn to your
board that on a Friday evening a short
time ago, a number of persons paraded
our streets, and marched to the Govern-
ment buildings in a demonstration that
was intended to be, and was, offensive
to a large portion of the community. I
have been informed that amongst the
participants in that ignoble parade was
one of the teachers of the city staff. 1
donot affirm that this is true, and I
hope it is not, at the same time
the statement has been so posi-
tively made that I think it is right
to bring it to your notice in order that
your board may have an opportunity of
investigating the facts. I am )

Your obedient servant,
N. Bawrr.

If Not Why Not.

To the Editor of the Nor'-Wester.

S1r,—-In reading your account of the
meeting of school trustees held on Tyes-
day evening, I notice that no mention
was made of the reading of Mr. N.Bawlt’s
letter addressed to the board. Op
enquiry 1 learn that it was not read at
all by the secretary, among the other
communications ; and I am anxiousg to
know why. No society or board would
ever dream of filing an important com-
munication, without first letting thoge
present know its contents. Apart from
the courtesy that is due to a courte-
ous correspondent, surely no corporation
elected by the ratepayers has any right
to utterly disregard a Communication
made by an elector. Please let ;e
know how the matter stands,

A Proresrant Rateraypg,
* Winnipeg, April 16,

Kick a Catholic.

To the Editor of the Nor’-Wester.

Sir,—It would seem to be rapidly com-
ing to this pass in Winnipeg that 5 Cath-
olic has no rights to be respected ang no
claim to courteous treatment while, ou
the contrary, a premium is ready for
those who go out of their way to o }ig
feelings and sentiments violence., A
cage in point is the treatment recejved
by Mr. Nicholas Bawlf’s letter to g}
city school board. In that leter Mr.
Bawlf complained that the 8ecretary-
treasurer of that board should pe pet-
mitted to use his time, liberally paig for

securing election to,and sitting in the
legislature, and in doing both making
hiiself particularly conspicnous by de-
portment most offensive t0 Roman
Catholics. Mr. Bawlf also complained
that apother employee of the g¢hool
board had (so he understood) recently
been prominent in a public demonstrg-
tion hurtful to Catholic feeling and
sentiment. He called the attention of
theschool board to these matters, and,
in respectful terms, asked their atten-
tion thereto. And what did the board
do about it ? Without a dissentient
voice, a motion to file the letter was
passed ! Could more contemptuous
treatment be accorded Mr. Bawif him-
self, or his letter ? Do the schoo] board
and every member of that body intend
that that shall be the end of the magter?
We shall see. Thea as to the public
press what have we from it ? The Tri.
bune suppresses the important letter
entirely in its report of the Proceedings
of tLie schoo) board ; and the Freg Press,
in editorial comment thereupon, wogld
not have it of much importance or very

objectionable that Major Mulvey should
hold the daal position of secretary-treas-
urer of the school board and member of
the legislature, though, with its charact-
eristic independence (?), it finds it
necessary to 80 far harmonize
with  abstract  decency, and to
mildly, very gently, rtebuke the
Major for baving left Limself open to
attack. But not a word from the Free
Press as to the treatment accorded Mr,
Bawlt’s letter by the school board, or of
tbat body’s apparent entire acquiesc-
ence in their secretary-treasurer’s con-
dact. The secretary-treasurer is not re-
sponsible to the puplic for Lis short-
comings, but he is to the school board
and the school board in turn to the pub-
lic. I don'tpretend toget the limits of
Protestant toleration of ipsult to Catho-
lic feelin gs at the pregent .time, but of
one thing I am quite gyre and that is
that, inasmuch as the gverage ratepayer
recognizes that be ig pobbed in being
compelled to assist in paying Major

Mulvey a salary of §1500 a year
for filhng the office of secret-
ary-treasurer of the school board

and an assistant $420, while he is allow-
ed to sit in the legislature drawing
therefor $600 more, the said average
ratepayer, the Free Pregg to the con-
trary lsOtWithBtanding, is decidedly
averse to his holding the dual position,
It is possible that many of our broad-
minded people can Jook with perfect
complacency upon the gchool board’s in-
solent treatment of Catholic Mr. Bawlf,
but I venture to assert that there are
few indeed amongst the taxpayers not
sufficiently virtuous to pe indignant at
the robbery referred to, especially see-
ing that they are the victims.
April 16,

HE C. M. B, A,

Winnipeg Branches Issue a Circu-
lar on the School Question.

ARGUS.

A copy of the following circular has
been sent by the two Winnipeg branches
of the Catholic Mutual Benefit Agsocia-
tion to every branch in Canada :

WisxiprG, Max,, April 2, 1896.
To THE PRESIDENT, OFFICERS axp MEN-
BERS OF BRaNcH No. ........ ... .
DEAR BROTHERS :—

Thoroughly believing as we do in the
fraternal spirit which pervades al] ranks
of our noble Association, we have:decid-
ed to approach our fellow members
throughout the Dominion to lay bLefore
them a plain statement of the grievous
persecution which we, in common with
all Catholics resident in Manitobu, have
been undergoing for six long years and
the hopes we at present have of relief,
feeling sure that we shal] thereby en-
list in our behalf the 8Ympathy and sup-
port of our brothers in bringing our
period of trouble to a speedy apd effect:
ual termination.

Eight years ago the future of politlcal
parties in Manitoba was hanging in the
balance. Asingle election would decide
the fate of the Ministry ang decide
which party should rule the gestinies of
the Province, and it was ap election in
whicn the Catholic vote wag g5, import-
ant factor. Throughout the campaign

!the leaders of what is kno
by Catholic and Protestant alike, inj o here A8

the Greenway party lost no opportunity
of pledging their hLonor to the electors,
that if returned to power they would
protect and guard all the rights then en-
joyed by the Catholics in thijg Province,
especially those affecting oyr Separate
Schiools, and thinking them tq be men
of honor the Catholic voterg ‘supported
their candidate with the result that he
was elected and Mr, Greenway pecame
Premier. Within two years however,
for certain political reasong best known
to themselves, the New (oyernment
suddenly raised the Race gnd Creed
cry and in a most brutal mapper and
with every insult they could leye) agaipst
us and our Religion, pasgeq an act
abolishing our Separate School System,
confiscating our school Properties, hand-
ing them over to the Protestant School
Boards, and compelling us to pay taxes
to support the Protestant schools, which
they made the public schooly of the
country. Our protests Were of no avail,
our petitions were unheeded, but our
appezl to the Courts met with, more suc~
cess, for we ultimately obtained a deci-

sion from the Privy Council, the highest

court in the Empire, to the effect that
we have a grievance and that the Dom-
inion Government has a right to grant
us relief, ghould the Local Govern.
ment refuse to do 80. The Local Gov-
ernment, knowing that their best chance
of remainingin power lay in keeping up
the anti-Catholic agitation, bave time
and again refused to give us relief, and
the Dominion Government bravely tak-
ing their political lives in their hands
have nobly faced their responsibilities
and introduced,as you know, 2 Remedial
Billbased on she jines ofthe Frivy Coun-
cil's decigion and satisfactory to the
Catholics of Manitoba. We certainly
e Xpected that this measure, satisfactory
10 U8 who are most concerned, and ap-
proved by our Arcbbishop,'and our legal
advisers, would bave received the sup-
port of at Jeast every Catholic member
of the Hoyge regardless of party affilia-
tions,but much to our surprise and regret
it was the Hopn. Wilfrid Laurier him-
self who tried to effectually kill it by
moving the gix months’ boist. /It is pro-
per here to point out that in 1894 all the
Arclibighops and Bishops of the Doniin-
ion pregepted a petition to the Gover-
nor-General.jn-Council asking the Gov-
ernment to give just eXactly the relief
which the Remedial Bill contemplates.
Mr. Laurier, therefore, has not only
placed himgelf in opposition to our dear-
8t interests, hut also in direct conflict
with the wishes of the entire Catholic
Hierarchy of Capada, which was surely
an action one might have looked for
from a narrow-minded: Protestant bigot,
rather than froman enlightened Catholic

statesman,
In this connection we bave to say

that it hag been with great pain, not un-
mixed with indignation, that we have
read in “Tte Canadian Freeman” of the
25th March a report of a speech deliver-
ed by our Grand President, Bro. O. K,
¥raser, in support of & motion endorsing
Mr. Laurier in which he said :—“He
never had to regret or excuse the public
course of Hon, Wilfrid Laurier He
adwired Mr. Laurier for his Canadian-
ism aud his success in r:8ing saperior to
apy attempt to play upon Race or Creed.
He instanced Mr. Laurier'’s attitude on
the School Question.” Wesuppose that in
the words “the attempt to play upon
Race or Creed” Mr. Fraser referred to
the constitutional agitation by which we
have sought to bring our case before the
people of Canada, and also to the peti-
tions and deliverances of the Hierarchy,
and 1t is, to say the least, humiliating to
gee our Grand President so far forget
bimself and what is due to the position
he occupies. Ag Grand President of our
noble Association, Mr. Frasers speech
will have & weight and importance it
would not bave did he not occupy this
exalted office, and we deeply regret that
be was 80 injudicious and thought so.
little of his fraternal Juties to assist his
brothers in Manitoba in their distress
as to rush into the political arena to de-
fend 2 politician who has taken a course
which tu all appearances would prevent
us from getting the relief we 80 much
need. We feel that if Mr. Fraser hag
not the courage as a Catholicto condemp
the un-Catholic stand of Mr. Laurier, he
sbould out of sympatby for his co-reli.
gionists and fellow C, M. B. A. men in
this province have observed a discreet
silence, and not by any act of his for
mere political reasons do anything to
hamper the Dominion Goverpment in
their noble task of passing the Remedi-
al Legislation. We desire therefore to
put on record our most solemn protest
against the utterances of the Grand Pre-
sident and his action in publicly placing
himself in opposition to the Bishops of
Canads, the well-known tradition of our
Mother the Church, and the interests of
his Brothers in Manitoba.

Allow us in conclusion to say that in

........

thus addressing you we are actnated by

po political motive. We are most of ug
from the older portion of the Dominior,
soze from Ontario, others from Quebec
and the Maritime Provinces, and not g
few of us have in days gone by been
engaged in fighting for the Catholic
cauge in our old homes. Many of ug
bave been life-long members of the
party which Mr. Laurier now leads, and
to such of us his action has been a cause
of bitter disappointment. This is a ques-
tion into which party politics cannot be
allowed to enter. As Catholics our most
vital interests are at stake : our future is

bound up in and depends vponthe fate of

the Remedial Bill ; our hope for our-
selves and our dear religion in this
country is that the Bill may become
the law of the land. We feel we need
all the support and assistance we can
get, and we have great confidence that
in chis most critical period, our good
Brothers will rally to our support and by
uging all the influence they possess, do
what they can to secure the passage of
the Remedial Bill and thus help us to
recover the inestimable rights of which
we have been so unjustly deprived.

We have the honor to remain,

Yours fraternally,
On behalf of 8. Mary’s Branch No. 52.
1. O. Gengsr, President,
H. A, Russeny, Secretary.

On hekalf of the Immaculate Concep-
tion Brauch No. 163.

A. Picarp, President,
P. U'Briry, Secretary.

In connection with the above the fol-
lowing letter from the spiritual adviser
of Branch No. 52 was read at the meet.
ing beld on Wednesday last :

BT. MARY's PresmyTERY,
WinNirkg, April 15th, 1896.
H. A. Russens, Esq.,

SECRETARY BRaNcE No. 52, . M. B. A.
Dzar 8ir,~As Spiritual Adviser of
your branch, I have to thank you for the
stand taken by the C. M. B, A. Branches
here on the School Question.

I notice by the .local press that Mr.
Fraser,- Grand President, calls your
action *'political” and says politics must
be kept out of the C. M. B. A. affairs,

Mr. Fraser, however, did not seem to
realize that his covduct in endorsing Mr.
Laurier’s stand on the School Question,
was not only political, but un-Catholic.
Had it been a mere political action, no
body could find fault with him for using
the right emjovyed by every citizen
throughont the whole Dominion : but
when there Was a question of religious
liberty at stake, Mr. Fraser beforetuking
the stand be did should first have
abdicated the noble title which he holds
of Grand President of the C. M. B, A.

To Catholics the Manitoba School
Question is not a political, but a Catholic
question, involving the liberty of con-
science of every member of the Church.
You, a8 geol and devoted Catholics of
Manitoba, Who have been called upon,
by conscientious convictions, to make go
many 'sacrifices in the interests of Cath.
olic education, deserved the highest
praise for your fearless defence of g traly
Catholie principle, and 1 cannot too bigh-
ly praise you forit. I remain gentlemen
Your devoted Paitor,

D. Gurieer, 0. My L

OFFERINGS FOR THE CATH-
OLIC SCHOOLS OF
MANITOBA.

Winners.

On Wednesday March 25th, the draw-

ing of &yrizea to be given those who had
made offerings for the support of the

Catholic Schools of Manitoba, took place
in the sacristy of St. Mary’s Church in
the presence of alarge number of citizens.
The following is the list of winners -

Pony—L. H. Larche, Sherbrooke, P.Q.-

Gold watch—Valerie Morin, 32 Elice
8t., Valleyfield, P, Q.
Gold watch—Alice Copping, 44 avenaue,
College of Ottawa, Oitawa,

Silver watch—Jyles Beauchamp, 29
Agnes street, St. Henry of Montreal,P.Q,

Picture of Mgr. Langevin—C, F. Pou-
lin (no address).

Silver watch— Edward Gifford,74 Mont.
calm, Montreal, P, Q,

Silver watch — Arthyr Tetrault, St
Joachim de Shefford, P. Q.

Silver-beaded cane—Dame N. P, La-
pierre, Ste. Juleg de Vercheres, P, Q.

Crucifix—Louise limoges, 3¢ Degg-
berry, Montrea], P, Q,

Silver watch—Patrick Ryan,155 Lower
Water street, Halifax, N. S,

Silver mounted heads—Mrs. Molloy,
20 Florence street, Toronto, Ont.

Wetake advantage of this occasion to
offer our sincere thanks to all who have
assisted us, either by their contributions
or labor, in this charitable work ; and
we hope and pray that God may re-
ward them a handred-fold for their

religion.
D. GuriLer, O, M. 1.,
8t. Mary’s Charch, Winnipeg.

Drawing ot Prizes—List ot the'

Senate R

noble efforts in the cause of justice and-



