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~ aad' simple, only thtough the inflilente’ of ‘the 'closet’s
by: remembermg and feeling the sécrecy of the Father;

' by reassurmg ourselves that there is for each soul but one

seéret wa,— a near and’ slmple way,-—-leadmg mwards

-and not- outwaxds, — back into the heatt and through the
heart. There i3 no conviction that clears to us the whole
sky of religion 80 quickly, that so harmonizes atid smlph-
fies the life of godliness, and that infuses withal into the
soul such hope and joy and peace, s&ch freshness and
fervor of devotional feeling, as this of the secrecy of the
Father. That ke is not to be sought afar off,— that we
néed not Wait since Jesus has manifested him, till sore
competent humau guide or gmdes may conduct us to him,
=_but that he is alréady ‘nigh’; o nigh, that if, with &
feeling of simple trust, we will biit enter into our closet,
and shut the door, and look into ‘the héa'rt ‘We also may -

* find him, and find that we outselves are his chlldren. So
nigh, that there need mot be any réaching ot straining’ in
our prayer, as if effort wetre needed to get at him, and our
own striving could bring him down to us. So nigh that
any- effort of our own would only carry us away from him,
and the very idea of his remoteness would give the feel-
ing of his remoteness. So nigh, that we have only to
hush and quiet the heart to feel the influence of his pre-
sence. So nigh as that saint found hlm, who said thathe

went to his closet to Zister rather than to speak to'God 5,
of, as'we might say, diluting that sentence for general‘ |
practical use, so nigh that we nught the better find and

- thée more confidingly speak to hlm, if We woiild listén be-

fore our prayer, and would let ‘the heart reahze Iils pre-:
sé1icé’ before attemptmg to call upon him. '



