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" NEWS OF THE WEEK. «
_ The telegrapkic report of the Africa’s news, is of
little importance,. - No answer. bad - been  received
from the Czar to.the propositions of -the Allies;- but

- it was expected that be would meet them with coun-
ter-propositions. "-Jo'the meantime, warlike prepara-

" tions continue. There is nothing new from the seat

“of ‘vrar. - S ;.

_ The Protestant journals. of Upper Cavada. bave
by this time, each bad their fling at the.circular
- issved by. His Lordship the Bishop of Toronto on the
subject-of Separate Schools, to.the Catholics of the
. “Upper Province.. ‘The demands of His Lordship are
- denounced-as esorbitant, and as of such a nature  as
‘will aever be acceded to by the Protestant majority ;
and the Catholic tninority are plainly given to under-
stand that they must quietly submit to the burdens
which the former .intend to impose vpon- them. On:
-the one side, there is:brute force,and a determination
to oppress; on the other, though the weaker side,
there is justice, and,. we trust, an equally strong de-
- {erminalion to resist to the last. ' ,
 Among the more moderate of our opponents, we
- ‘aay make mention of the Bathurst Courier ; whose
* strictures upon the Bishop of Toronto’s Circular are
. apparently founded upon 2. misconception: of- that
Prelate’s meaning. To our above-named cotempo-
.. rary, as to the most liberal, and the most amenable
- 10 _reason, amongst our oppoaents, .we will offer a
- word or'two in explanation. - - - C o

- Apd first; we-would prem

same arguments against ‘State-Schoolism, as occu-

. pied,; apd employed . by  the .oppobents. of  State-
. .Churchism. “"We lay down as:our fundamental prin-
.-ciple, that; neither-over religion nor education, neither.
over School nor Church, has the State any legitimate
jurisdiction ; and that it'is as much an undue stretch

- “of its.autbority, aud as much a violation of the rights
- of conscience, to.attempt to enférce a uniform  sys-
- tem of education, or State-Schoolism, 2s to endeavor
" to impose upon all its subjects one uniform system of
., religion, or State-Churcbism. ~'We are not Volunta-
" ries 3 nor do we advocate the Voluntary. Principle
" either io religion or education ; though if good in one
- case,it-must be equally good in the other. ' We ad-
“'mit the daty of the State to make material provision
% for both ; but we'deny to it any rightful jurisdiction
" over either. R
. .Above all do we protest against taxing any’ man’
"_for-the suppost of a School or.a Church to which he
- is conscientiously opposed. :: We.ask not.whether his
.scruples be well:or-ill founded ; that they:exist- is: a

- sufficient reason wby he should be'exempted from all

-taxdtion in support either of the obnoxious School’or.| .
‘the obnoxious Chirch, | Just'2s”ip Lower Canada,|

“*{he ‘Non-Catholic ; settler. i$’ ezempted from paying
. [ithes to a Catholic clérgyman—and this without any
. reference to.the truth.or falsity of Catholicity, and.
.though . the .Catholic: Church .is open to him :if he
~ cheses to enter in apd -avail bimself of the- services
of the priest—so we-contend that, for preoisely the
‘ saie ‘reasons, ‘the ' Catholic in Upper’'Canada should
~be exempted from all compulsory taxation. for Non-
" Cathelic schools.” Thus’ it will - be seen that we.ask’
. for ourselves, nothing but what.we are prepared to
- copcede to otherss .. v ol L
-. . Having thus defined .our. position,i we will notice
~the -objections - that *the Bathurst * Coyrier -urges
. ‘against the ‘demands’of His Liordship. the Bishop of
" “Torouto. - The first . of ‘{hese is against the ‘claim,
. 'that Catholic schiools be allowed to share in the Mu-
;. -wicipal. funds appropriated to school purposes. .-The,
. - pecond—against the .demand that Catholics. be. no;
. ::Jonger compelled to contribute towards the support of:
.+ Non-Catholic: schools, :schodl-houses, - and ‘ librakies.
-+ ‘Phesk-deands, the Bathurst Courier qualifies’ as
upjust ; and adds that the'people ‘of Upper Canada
~will fever-Submit to'them. We; on the contrary, con-
““tend that they.are just; and'that the Catholic voters
“"of 'the” Province ‘should -employ every legal means
_'within their reach to. enforce their adoption. .-
... .Catholics as well.as Non-Catholics, contribute. to
-wrthe Municipal: fuuds ; these-funds are composed / of
~sums drawn'from the pockets of Catholics, as well as
- ¢f  Non-Catbolics; it 'is therefore but just that; if
* apy* portion 'of the said funds be’ applied to either
"eduecational or religious, purposes, they shall be_ so
"“applied as that Citholics. as well as Non-Catholics,

" may, svilhout violence to the conscicatious. scruples |,

--of either,:be able to.avail themselves of them. ' Be-
sides; by the Clergy Reserves'Act of 1854, certain

1~ The “Bathurst

-.as- well as Non-Catholic- pockets ; ‘they consist: in.

| schools—that - is :scheols  against which -they.-bave:

| its.subjects for the ‘support of. a religious or educa-.

est or humblest individual ‘should—with, the State—

submit to such a tyranny, we should desire to see

reinisé that, upon-the School |-
Question, we take the:same ‘ground, ‘2nd’ use the |’

‘| different religious and charitable associations through-

placed at the disposal of the Municipalities ;-and are
therefore made applicable to school purposes. Now,’
sums ‘accruing ‘from such a source are, public pro-
perty,.in . which. Catholics. have as Jgood a right to
share as have Non-Catholics ; .and. therefore, if in |
part - applied to the support of Non-Catholic schoolsy |
school-houses, . and: libraries, it is..but just. that a
portion thereof e applied to Catholic schools, school-
'houéesfsgcgi,‘t.‘? AR P J;i;ﬁ,.‘..‘
Courier argues upon- the‘assump-
‘tion that Catholics do not contribute to the Munitipal
‘funds—and if this weré true, his objection against the
Bishop of. Toronté’s . demand for. a $hare in: these
funds;would be valid:- But the assumption’is false ;
for.the Municipal funds are-obtained from.;Catholic,

part also, of sums to accrue from the;'secu!g‘rised
Clergy Reserves: : Catholics have therefore a-right
'to demand their'share of them for their schools, 2f
-any portion of them be. applied to either religious or’
educational purposes,. -

‘The other demand of His :Lordship—that Catho-
lic be exempted from all tasation for Non-Catholic
conscientious scruples, and of: which they -cannot
therefore make use—is also perfectly-just and reason-
able ; because” the State has no'right to tax any of

tional system to which they. are conscientiously oppo-
sed. -If it is- unjust in Ireland to tax the Irish Ca-.
tholic for. the support of a State Churchy it must
‘be equally unjust to tax the: Catholic in Canada for
the support of a State School. Nor is it any reply—
‘that—both in Ireland and Canada, the Catholic may,
if be choses, avail himself of the services of the State-
Church, or State-School. It is-true: that he may
do so, but be wont; because he has coascientious
scruples against so doing. But in matters of religi-
‘on and education, which do not belong to the domain-
of the State, the conscientious scruples of the poor-
be paramount to-every .other consideration. Otber-
wise “ civil and religious liberty” is but a farce.. -

The “ Chureh - Question” and the ¢ School Ques-
tion® are identically the same ; the -same principles
are equally applicable to both; and every objection
that can be urged against State Churchism, every
argument that can be used in favor of the Veoluntary
Principle in religion—is. equally valid as an objection.
against # State Schoolism,” or in favor of the ¢ Vol-
.untary Principle”. in education. 'We do oot indeed
advocate the ¢ Voluntary Principle” as yet ;- but, if
Justice be not done us, if we be still compelled to
pay for the support of Schools to which we are’con-
scientiously opposed, we confess that, rather than
abolished “ all semblance” even of connection be-
tween State.and: School. . '
PasToraL LETTER oF THE BisHop oF ‘MonT-
REAL.~A Mandement from His Lordship the Bi-
shop of this Diocese, bearing date at Paris, the
27th Avgust, 1855, has been received in town, and:
publicly read from the pulpit. . From it we learn,
that the Acts of the Second Provincial Council of
Quebec, having been submitted to.the consideration’
of the Sovereign Pontiff, have been-approved-and ra-:
tified ; and that: consequently, the Decrees. of the.
said Council are bindiog upon eveéry baptised person
witbin the Province of Canada.  His. Lordship’s letter
contains an'account of several important and valuable:
privileges . conferred by His Holiness upon bis spi--
ritual children in Canada ; which, whilst no doubt’
confirming and strengthening their love for the See
of Peter, will: also have.the effect of encouraging
the devotion, and stimulating the pious zeal of the

out-the” Province. To the Society of Temperance
in particular, has the Sovereign Pontiff been pleased
to exhibit bis paternal regard ; opening to-its mem--
bers the rich treasury of| the Church,.and according

to them many and most valuable privileges,

- Wehave been favored with the sight of 2 copy of a”
‘very:interesting ‘letter from the Rev. M. Le Grand,
Vioaire Brouillet of Oregon, to His Lordship the
Bishop -of Nesqualy;-dated-Nov. 11th giving a sad
account of the Catholic missions in that country, " It
‘would ‘appeéar”that  ‘the Indiaus are every where in
arms ‘against the, whites, and that numbers of the’
latter, including it is feared‘some of the Péres Oblats
bave fallen vicims to their savage penny. The go-'
vernment was taking -energetic means-to repress the
disturbances. o : cu

c2An “Eye Witness's” lettar, in ‘veply to some’
strictures which - appeared -in the Montreal Pilot of
‘Friday last, over the'signature—“A4 Member of Se..
Patrick’s Congregation’—vwill be found in another
column, and, saves ‘us the ‘trouble. of exposing the
:cowardly ‘malignity, and. unsérupulous mendacity - of
‘the, writer of the communication:in the Pilot ;.of
:whom however-we may remark that we do not believe:
him-:to: be -what- e professes. himself to be—% 4
Membier -of - St. Patrick’s : Congrégation ;. and’
for two reasons. First; if ancient. tradition may be
relied’ dn, St. Patrick. long ago. * banished . all " the
varmint ;¥ and secondly, no Catholic. would have.
presumed to speak so impertinently of his ecclesiastical"
superiors. With. these remarks, we shall let the
matter drop, not thinking it worth while to take the
trouble of enquiring:the name of the miserable crea-
ture who scribbles calumnies against the Trish Clergy.

and people, in.the columns of the Pilot—
' "1 will be hanped, if some’eternal villain,
- $Some busy and inginuating rogue, - '
“Some cogging cozening slave, To ¢ET 8
- . Have oot devised this slander.” =~ ' \
o 400 Othello, " Att IV, s, 2,
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Mr. Casey’s comm

adapted for, the meridian of  Montreal ‘as'of Dublin.
Tt is for, this reason that we insert them here ; hoping
that they, may -bring forth good fruit:—". . ..

*The present is.a most interesting epoch of Irish history.

Up to a recent period, whatevera man had or boped.for

.ceme; from * the Protestants.” . They ,had. all the. good
things, surrounded by cannon, and bayonets. and hangmen,
‘and they doled ‘them out to us just a3 they pleased, We

recollect this ourselves, and.bless:God ‘we have survived-
it..; They,. the Parsons’ followers, were tyrants, and they’
made-us, feel-they were; seventy-five years ago we had.
not an acre of ground or a school. . The .very condition of

tion to dépression and humiliation on the otber. The
schools were opened, and we obtained a right to our own
‘soil. "'We were patronised for a purpose, and wé wére deemed
sufficiently debased to be instruments and innexious,” We'
beganto associate with our “Protestant fellow-country-
men,” to be invited to dinner, and to be honored by a
¢ Protestant” taking our daughter's fortune, or our: bro-
ther’s band,. But patronage it was in every case and in
overy way. A man gained a character for “liberality”
by knowing us, or sllying bimself with ns—in fact, by not.
being our enemy. It was siill the same state of tempta-~
tion to debasement on the Catholic part, and.to tyranny.
on the Protestant. We felt ourselves wqil-treated by be-
‘ing noticed, and we had neither the commerce nor-ihe
literature to form amy society of our own. ' O’Connell
trampled this absurd condition of affairg under his fect;

and -endeavoured to reconstruct a Catholic social state ;

with such.materials as presented themselves: He made
the couniry feel ita power, and opened its eyes 10.its real
needs.. He turned the. public mind from the contempla-
tion of ‘“what the Protestants would say,” and taught it
to. Jook to itself for regeneration. This was a violent
shock, and mightily alarmed two parties—the patronising
Parsons’ followers, and the expectant Catholic memals.
Many arow and many a secession followed. ' Catholics
who wonld talk like Protestants, and who read Hume and
Gibbon, were ¢ disgusted,” and Protestants who ! really
anticipated somewbat more gratitude from Catholics” be-
came Conservatives. The * disgusted” Catholics have
been always ag numerous as the mean-spirited, crawling,

indifferent expectants among the Irish people but, thavk:

Heaven, the men who loved their faith, and who would
not be below their'dignity or behind ;their: position, bave
ever been the country. A S
. The** Protestant press,” that is, the Parsons’ newspapers,
who call Ireland the ¢ Catholic body,”  and the handful of
Church of BEngland people, ¢ the Protestants of Ireland,”
are grievously burt that we don’t yield to the impudence
which they inberit, and imagine that we are_going to cot
and trim according to the shape they {would prescribe to
us.. We have a few of the * disgusted” Catholics yet also,
who hold their dirty ancestry by the tail, and who endee-~
vour to butter their bread by selling their- decency, and
who fiing up their head likc a mandarine doll when some
doetrine of the gplrit of God, or some noble Catholic prac-
tice, is complained of by heretics. But, besides the * gar-
rison,” and the heartless treason that feeds it, we have the
Irish people, who know their power,” and their rights, antl
their religion, and will preserve, cherish, and exercise all
tbree of them. In fact, the Irish people will not violate
the * law,” becanse it would be inconveénient, but they'll
keep their consciences, because no'**law” can change them.
We firmly hope and trust that ihe young men of this
country will gee the necessity of ‘the ‘most ‘¢ extreme” Ca-.
:tholicity.. There ig no Catholicity really so that is extreme ;
but circumstances obliged the country, for many a long

. |-and bitter day, to suspend various Catholic exercises and
.{ the same circumstances gave many minds an absurd, timid,

undefined, undecided tonein Catbolic affairs and preten-
sions. We must now have,no more of that, we hope. . It
is small, wortbless, and contemptible, and brings no hless-

‘ipg with it, to say tho very least. Catholics will remem-

ber that they are forming the Chureb of the future and
correcting the condition of the past. They ought to dis-

-dain. ¢ Protestant views,” shun ' Protestant orgagisations,”
fiy all merely ** Protestant literature ;” bave a manly pride |

in every rite, symbol, expression, and opinion, which mark’

‘the Church of ages and the:Church of Ireland, snd make
themselves felt and seen £8 a Catholic nation,. for, ag we

have said above, they have to correct an abpurd affectation

‘of tyrannical superiority in the Parsons' followers, and to

emancipate a portion of their countrymen from the absur-
der habit of caring a straw fer the opinions of those who
purchase souls by an offer of spurious respectability.

We. have received the first number of the Pro-
testant—a new anti-Catholic jourpal,to be published
weekly in this city, to supply, we suppose, the intel-
lectual deficiencies of the Moritreal Witness; a
paper which, it must be admitted, if it displays much
No-Popery zeal, is not. conducted with any great.
amount of- talent. - Jeid o
- Our pew cotemporary takes for bis motto, the gn-

the ‘religion of Profestants’;” though be does not
condescend to explain how a book, which in the last
analysis may. be said to.consist of so much.old rags,
so ‘much- leather, and a certain quantity of:lamp:
black, and which may be bought cheapifor -cash at
-any second hand bookstore, can be “a religion.”—

Is the Protestant religion then something that may |,

be bought and sold ?-and would not our friends them-.
selves feel shocked at se¢ing an. announcement over
a bookseller’s place of .business, to the effect—* Pro-
testant Religions For Sale Here?” . This supersti-
tious, not to say-old womanish, mode of treating an

.|inanimate object, a dead book, as it' has been ‘truly

called—for it is dead until ‘vivified by a living in-
terpreter—reminds ‘one of what Carlyle somewhere
‘'says of the sable worshippers of Mumbo Jumbs—
% Does notthe Black African,” says Carlyle, ‘“take
of Sticks and @1d Clotbes, (say exported . Monmouth
Street cast-clothes) what.will suffice ; and of these,
‘cunningly ~combining. ‘them, fabrisate for himself an
Eidolon (Idol or Zhing Seen) and name it Mumibo-
Jumbo ; which he’ can'thenceforth pray ‘to_with: pp-;
turned awestruck eye, not’ without hope.” " The
white' Protestant mdcks ; but ought rather to consider,
that the Mumbo-Junibo-ism of. the Black: African is
not a whit more absurd than the Bibliolatry.of White”
Protestantism.  This. our editorial brother would do
well to lay'to heart. = . v -

For the rest, we need only remark that our new
cotemporary ‘is well printed and presents a very
Pleasing exterior. . We would recommend bim how-

_jever to put a little more pepper into his cream tarts,
.| or they will hardly .please.the great Protestant pub-:

lic for whose appetite he undertakes to cater. :I'hat-|

- fappetite craves-for obscenities a.la: Maria Monk; or
- {startling revelations'a a Jostphine Bunkley ; some-
-+ | thing spicy and smutty, in short, Uszless the Pratest-
unication having been' refused jant bears this in mind, his'career will be but a short

sums accruing from the Secularised Reserves are

insertion by the Pélot, shall appear in our next.

one.

-~ :The" following:gentle. hints- from the- -Tablét to i
Liberal Kawtholic toid-eaters are perhaps’ as*well

things bred presumption on one side, aud waa a tempta~ |

meaning_saying of Chillingworth=—¢% The Bible alone, |

i It may be 'necessary to remind- those whip hiwe
yet subiscribed to the fund for defraying lh: 'léivi m.
of the Delegates to.the Buffalo. _Ci:nventic'mp rt‘ls,eb
Lhere is not yet a sufficient sum.in the, hands of gﬁt
Treasurer. The Convention is to open on the 121;:
of February ; so that there is 5o time to be Jos
Surely.the pedple do.not need to be urged 1o contr
bute each bis. mite dceording . o, his, mneans, fy, N
purpose in.which-all are alike concerned. The list .
open:at:the book-store of the Treasurer; Mr. Sadlie;s

~—~Communicated. "
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1o pursuance of a Resolution’ of . the City Couygy
of ' Friday last, an ‘ipvestigation.’ will commence lbilv
day 2. p.ML, into - al . the circumstances of the fire a;
the Congregational Nunnery on the night of the 27y,
December last ;:with the view of ascertainjpo’ whe.
ther the scandalous inefficiency of the Fire 'ﬁepart.
ment on that ‘occasion is attributable to malice or
negligence. “This determination. of the Council s a
satisflactory refutation of the statement in the Hergy
of last'week—tbat a “thorough investigazion” jy
already taken place. For it is- impossible to con.
ceive . that our City Fatbers would so stultify hep,
selves asto Resolve to ¢ thoroughly investigate®
: which they bad already ¢ thoroughly investigated.»

_ It will be seen that the. men,charged with the py.
der of Corrigan, bave, voluntarily surrendered tley.
selves to stand their trial ; thus effectually givino (1
lie to the mendacious libels so diligently Circu7ated
by the Protestant press of Canada.” Upon the guilt
or innocence of the accused we caun.of . course pre-
sume to offer no opinion. . :We trust that they yy
get. a fair trial 5 that it guilty they may be punishey
as they deserve ; but that if innocent, their innocegee
may be openly proclaimed to the public, Wwhose eays.
for uearly the last six months have been incéssamly'
dinned with all kind of Lorrors, about this afiair.

A. numerously signed requisition bas been presented
to H, Starnes, Esq., requesting him to allow himsel}
to be put in nomination for the office of Mayorat ths
Aapproaching Municipal elections for this city.

Dr. Robitaille has been elected Mayor of Queber
for the ensuing years by a large majority.

Jobn B. Robinson, Esq., was elected Mayor of
Toronyo on Monday last, By a wajority .of four, orer
the rirval candidate, Alderman Hutchinson.

Perersoro ELECTION.—Mr. Conger has bes
returned, by a majority of 280. .

Owiog to a press of matter,we bave been compell-
ed to defer the report of Mr. Devlin’s lecture, de-
livered in Aylmer on Tuesday evening last, until nest
week. We understand that, in compliance with 2
request from his friends ia Montreal, Mr. Derlin
will deliver a lecture here. some day. pest eek.

" Dean Kirwan’ létter on the approaching Conven-
tion shall appear in our pext... . .~ .

Mrs. Unsworth’s Concert on Tuesday last was
numerously:attended ; and the lond and frequent en-
cores with which she was greeted proved bow well
ber talents, and those of her colleagues, were appre-
ciated by the public. Lo

. We _.t.h‘a'nk ‘Mr. J. C. Becket fo‘f; the bandsome
.{ Counting House .Calendar, received from bim. We

have seen nothing of the kind shich ‘for elegance
and neatness of execution, ‘can jretend to compete
with thes; -~~~ - o o

A correspondent— Kingston—is iformed thiat the
information he asks for may be found in a little pam-
phlet . published some years ago by Mrs, Sadlier, in

| reply to some strictures from:a Montreal Swaddler on

Rome's opposition to the Bible. - -
" Weare bappy .to learn that the Irish Volupteers
of this City are increasing rapidly in numbers, and
are steady at their drill ; in-which they have already
attained to a very respectable state of efficiency.

EaS) v

the, Editor of the True' Witness,,, ~ -

© 0,7 ... Montreal, January 21,1856,
_DEAn Sin—Having read in the Montreal Pilof. of last
Friday aletter signed *A Membeér of St. Patrick's  Con-
grogation,” I beg leave to address to you a few remarks
thereon. - The animué which prompted the writer to pub-
lish the sentiments comprigéd in that letter, shews plainly
"enough that: every member of ‘St. Patrick's- Congregation
does not reduce to practice the lessons of -holiness - ingul-
cated from the pulpit of our church, :where we are taught
to take, not reason blinded by passion, but reason directed
by religion, for our guide. It i3 obviousto every reader
that the Pilof’s eorrespondent wrote in anger; and eought
relief by giving vent to his passion in-a: way which dged
him little.credat, 1and can inspire every true Christian with
no -other sentiments for him than those of sincere coni-
.migeration. ' He begins his letter by-a brief account of {he
.course pursued by the. threo .or four. dissentients . subse-

quent to our meeting, and. regrets .a misunderstanding
which had taken place at that meeting,:but of which ihe
digsentients were the sole causc; although it is' attempted
to fix the blame on the assembly.  There was' no misun-
derstanding, except on the part of:thosa dissentients. He
next complaing of & letter in the Tros WiTNESS bearing the
subscription—!¢ One . of the Irish"~a lotter. which .cvery
reader must admit had been written ina calm and ‘mo’f—‘
fensive spirit; yet the writer is designated by the Puofs
correspondent *an arrogant and self-sufficient scribe,” by
whom the dissentients’are catechised, ‘Indeed, Mr. Editor
it would have beén ‘a very foolish thought on tho part of
‘your correspondent to cntochise 50 learned a’gentleman—
They who are too wise'in their own eres, derive littie profit
from catechetical instruction. Again he observes :—

. ¢ He also falsely states that the mecting was conducted
throughout in the most perfectorder. ' ... . ;i
No, sirrah} ' not falsely,”. unless he meaus to say that
tho Ioud cry of the moeeting against the throe or four dis-
gentients bo deemed disorder. When the writer in..the
Pilot compares his case with that of the late trul Catholic
and deeply lamented Mr. Lucas, he reminds us of the frogg
in the fable, who took it into their beads that it woul

. To




