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Tl.CATHOòLT UNIÑVERSITY 0F iRE-
LAND.

XHÀcUGVAL ,LEcTUn~ or1 -rnIÇRR-ECTOn, TUE VERT
RBEY. DE. LEAJIY. ..

The Ver-y Rev. Dr. Leahy,-Vice-Rtector, anda
Professor cf thd Sacred Scriptures, delivered liEs

inaugeral lecture on the Sernptures, on' Thursday
niglrtgNotember 30,. at the Univeruity, before a
crow led assemnblàge of Digmitaries, Clergy, memn-
bersofi the learned professions, gentry,.students, &c.
Tht' importance and extent of t subject, and . thet
knôwd learniflg and ability of theVery Rev. lecturer
lhad the 'effect not rnerety of attracting a numnerous
tattedane, but of exciting the greatest-pessible in-
terest amoùgst ail present. The lecture, no less re-
markable ftthé anmoint cf research and the talent
it evinged than.for its beauty and eloquence as a piece
of composition, was Iistened te with the deepest. at-
tention, and commanded the highîest admiration.-
The great andtsuggestive theme selected was deait
with in a niasterly and comprehensive style, refiectimg
additional luste4. upon the name cf the Very Reve-
rend gentleman as a profound theologian snd ain ac-
cornplished seaholar. He was. repeatedly interrupted
witb loud bursts of applause. •,

[We (Tablea) quote the leading passage. of this
exceedingly-eloquent and learned discourse. After
sorne introductory'.remarks wvith reference to te
foundingàóf4hé university, the V'ery Reverend gen-
tiemnah turned to the iumediate subjeet of bis lec-
ture. Hie said]:- .I

The subject of tlhis evening's lecture is the lloly
Scripture, the Writtèr Word ef God. The Word
of God, according te the doctrine of the Cathehe
Chuarchi, consists of two parts-Scripture, or thet
written Word, and divine tradition, or the unwrittenl
Word.-otti having the same Divine engin, and ce-
eval lu authority. Taken togethrer they complete thet
body of reveintion. To thems nothing is te be ïxdded
in the way of revélation tili the .Day of Judgmient.--
Not teil an Angel camie fremn eaven te announeë
anti reyeation sIlould:you beleèe bium. Nôt an
iota to leédded, inet an iota ta .he taken away.--
Tht wark is finished: the vision îs:shut -up, and the
testimony is sealed, and the -Word -of the Lord is
ended,. Thîis palmary doctrine cf Ithe Cathohie
Church is set forth in the clearest terms by the Coun-
cil of Treht in ils iourth session. At present we
have te do only' ith the wvritten Word of God de-
4omliIlaed tht Bible, tht Scripture, t HoIy Bible,1
the H-oily Scripture. Jus!t>li as it been called thet
Bible-that is, the book, the Scripture-that as, the
writing, by way.of eminence; for whether you con-
aider ils contents .or its origin, neyer did book or
writing idsu.e from te hand eof man -at ail compara-
ble ta it. WVhat are ils contents ? A Divine reve-
latidn. What its origin ? Divine inspiration. Ils
canteats are trMe: nmot only true but Divine; not
only' true and Divine, but aIse wvritten under Divine
inspiration. 't'herefore is it called1 by' way of emi--
nence the Bible, the Seripture ; the Holy' Rible, thet
Holy Seripture. 'rThe tille of the sacred volume toe
-cur veneration rests upon the strong greound thîat it is
the inspired Word eof God. Wetre we te claim fer it
ne higher degret of' respect than what wre mighît attachb
to a mierely .human composition, even se could itl
justily challenge a higher degree cf respect than any'
-ohier bock could lay dlaim.te. . It is the:oldest, or
rather it contains the oldest bock in the world-the
Pentateucb, or Five flaoks of Moses. Written
three thousandthree hundred years age, the P'enta-
teuch of Moses élaimns an antiquity' higher b>' adyr
a thiousànd years than any' other authentie hisser>' we
possess; -and, on the other hîand, the timne of. Esdra"
sad Nehemias, the authors of the most recent lhisto-
riea! bocks ef thé Old Testament, touches the time
of Herodotus, " the fathter cf hristory," as he lias
*Léen called,< and of Thucydides. Ne bock has beenu
so 'much .read 'and studited as the Bible-none se
fiercee>' assailed. Its deadly' fots, the Pagan sophisti
and~ the modern infidel, have, witha malignant indus-
tryg, ransacked:every' departmnent- ef knowledge for
objections; and have; as it were, put nature ta thé
tortet, (in drder, if. possible, te ehicit sonme anstver
adv'ése tôflthuams'of'the Bible. Na other bock
evè pääèdÙkt lî such an ordeal,' and it bas erne
eut e! .it unécated ¶!s siIer tried by fîe, andi goai4

in tiefrnace" YI&èacuteness-eof anciat and thet
vauoted .discoveries .ef-:mmdern limes notwithîstanding,
threre-has been f'ound nothing: tither wilhin the range
of manl'sehsërvaticrìo'ter' thë ivide earthi, or inits (l

dèpl § whiéh hè bdén'g6rùtinised by tht geologist
*or throu éldûrtheJvalt f~ela1f tièiv, eudered.visiblé
Uj ht teékInò%hëré.meé baid.éntascderëd
aun ne ,hingtoihale -a singeitle 'a -tht, Bible.-*

Tevery reseireaundertakèn rin :a sirôit cf- lies-
tilty .liaye-resultéd in its' favor-;for it.tis.:fouûdnihat
hètweîit>ana-tZi&dtèceèiès of 'Édièndée tiièi-èleïistL4

fact coeeto<ui ï$yaery cosctl" oforjçie*La d
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discovered-the manipulation and Dite analysis of na- hîeart to a woman's'thdughit,' exhortedber seven so091
ture b>' Ihe phiilcsopher,-his calculatiens, bis demen- to'dienianfully:fet the-iawvofthmeir fathers--with thet
strations-ali harmonise in a wonderful mnanner with -Love and the èouraeeof -tlhat noble motîher tht Church
the ieiws.of nature presentedl in the pagéss of thel exhônted hîér obhidren to dit rather 'than give up thet
Bible. Tinus it happens .thiat science, whici - ilt>' daeredtbooksj and 'if. an>' prefenred lite ill :tht Le-
years.ago and later stili was in.a .manner given ever :tray'1ai 'f Gd and Hus holy' word lto dealh with fi-
te infidelity', is now, as it ever oughît te be, the baud- delitt.to Hlm -and it, them she dealt with as ail but
nmaid af religion ; and, tihank God, whoe knows how apdstatet, for she deemed themi gulty' òf treason te
te turn evil to good, me.n are now le be found in te Ring of Kings, whbich indeed their namne (traiters)
every' part eof Europe un good number (and their iinpliedthougb in strictness meaning not exactly' that,
numiber 1s increasing every' day) distinguished for -butïthe surrender of the:sacrèd bocks. Ins the muid-
their scientifie attainiments, who are at the sama time !ld& ageà there -were other- agencies at work that
dutif'ul sens eof tht Church. Apart altogether from iiight -have destroyed lthe then extant- copies ef the '
the conclusive arguments brought te estabhish the Scr'ipture, if the Church were not there- te guard
autheuticity', integrity', auj truth ef the Bible, with thenti. -There were the devastations et' the barba-
which we have not te do at present, eught n.ot this ries. who' pulled down the Ramait empire; theret
marveilous ceincidence (for.marvellous it ls) betwveen were»at a later period the ravages eof the Scandina-
tht Bible-on the ont haud sud science on tht othter vian hordes cf tht Northi and thiere wvere the fierce
-eugbt net this coincidence go far te preduce lu the struîggles eof Christiants amonge themselves lu those
candid mind a conviction, I ill net say ai the truth turbulent times, whben the spoil of the victor would j
on1>', but cf the Divine original of the Bible, fer, oftentimes be =the Bible, wvith its covers plated wvith
withîout a "Divine original, how possibly coutld writers gold 'ind silver, studded with precious stenes. Here j

living in those primitive limes have enjoyed a. total wéreiagepcies sulficitnt te acceomplish the destruction
exemption freim errer ? IHow could they have touclhed ef-thé Rible; sud were not tht Chîurch the vigilant
upen almost evenry imaginable subject without drop- gùardian: of it that she wras, ire mighit net nowr have
ping a sentence or a word that the utmest ingenuity' a cingle copy ai it in our lîands, non thoce who i-
cf Lime cleverest men of modemr imes eau pirove te puh the Çhurch's authority' wherewnithal te do s.--
be at i-ariante with an>' ont truthi or fact lu the wnhole Thmnks ta lier, it is not so. Thanks le God, whbose
range of humnan knowledge ? Thmis -subject of itself spirit taught.her te kmnow the true value et' the Bible,
invites us te cansider the course of action of tht Ca- and1 knowing it,.to guard it as thme apple of ber tyet
tuiolit Chîurch in reference le the Bihle-what tare from te daring hieretic, the pagan prosecutor, thet
she bas taken et it; whlat respect she pays te it.-- ruthless' spoiler,. tht lhand.-even eof lthe destroyer,
Ecclesiastical Lister>' le full cf proofs cf the extreme Time ; so that faithful te the bigh truset, she lias
vigilance with whichî the Chûrch bas tever guardled brought it downu, whole and entireito:theseraur days
the deposit ai the Faitha, of whlich thtfe Hly Srip~ whetn tht grand invention of printing enables us te
ture is a part. . In. the ver>' frst agtet Christiânity', say (at least hinnauly speaking) thtat for ailltime toe
strange as it ma>' appear, the purity-nay, thte.exist- comne tht destruction cf the:-Bible is an iaiessibility.
ente of the bocks of genuine Scripture, wras endan- Se'much -for the Church's cane eof the Scripture.--
gered. As tht valut of-genuinte.coin sets people 'to 1Her respect for it bas been equal te lier cane. Did
substitute a base counterfeit, se wras it lu the first sbe'not:respect it, would she liave taken such.care 'cf'
ages with- thé sacred bolr. 'Bold heresiarchs and it:t Wduld plie have regarded it, wàòidd site-:stiliare-
iais1p et ofheést, deekingtôfôrct thei .fals, doc- gáid.its beiag, .*îhtht Ho>' Eucharis4tt most
tinés ,fr iilation;sent temabroad itn writing ptecioùis treasure in- ber pôssessien? -Leok te ber
underhienameç of[the A pestles. And wth] many' the -doctrine,'view ber iwhale course et action in regard
delusion succeeded. 'As once tht father ef lies quoted to îLe Scripture, and doubt, if' you cani,.hem respect
Scripture=to the Son of God, se nowr hie sought te fer it. She believes it to-be 'the inspirsd Word cf
put a lie in tht plactet God's Word. Others, again, God--inspired tee in a hi1gh sense of the word--
less bold in their attemupts - te debase the genuine spiration far above the views of' those whoi pretend
Word eof God, mutilated the wvritings of.thme Apos- lo hîold- Scripture lu higher respect ; for while she
ties, or added passages bore and tent, as suited their ascribes:te hzerself but that degree eof Divine influ-
parlîcular purpose.; and thase corrupted Scriptures ente iwhich is- sufficient te preserve ber tram errer
iwere ini circulation fer a lime. Threre was aIse a suad teach ber lte truth, she ascribes-te the Scrip-
class etf writings wbich wvith comne passed fer inspired lune 'that :higher degret cf' Divine influence ca!led
-ooka in theniselvesîunebjectior~able, er really good, inspiration. Tht Catholic Church wl not allow-
such as the Epistles et Barnabas and the Epistles e! an>' mani or men-neither Priests or Bishops, or any'
Clement. Add te this, thtat lIme authiorit>' et' seome nuinher of them, te take ami> liberty wnhatseever inith
et -the bocks eof genuine Scripture iras then called lu a single tille of tht Scripture ; and should auny dare
question b>' many' pieus Chrisians, b>' learned Bi- le 'de se, themi she fnrthwithî denounces as corrupters
shops, sud even b>' n-hale Churches. Thus daubts et' tht Word et' Ged. Tht Catholic Church preaeh-:
were fon a time and b>' soie entertained of tht Epis- es lhe Scriptune train lien pulpits-teaches Et frein
tles et' James and -Jude, tht Epistle te tht Hebrewrs, ber chairs eof learninig la hem schocls, lier colleges,
the Secând et Peter, tht Second and 'rhird of John, ber universities-appeals te il in controversies re-
and lte Apocalypse. Freom these circumistances te. gardmng faith sud monals-places it on a table in the
obscurity thîat hung over t origin et' the genuine midst et .her ceuncils, as iras 'dont ini the Council et'
Scriptures, the circulation et' spurieus and adulte- Calcedon, sud relies upon it as a title-deed of lier
rated Scriptures, the claims te inspiration et' bocks eown authority : lier Bliblical schonlars have piled up
that iwere inspired, sud of others that wrere .not, commentary> upon comnmentary cf leaning foriUs elu-
fromn ail these circumstances, I say, it isi tas>' cidation.; ber thieologians w-heu marshalling their ar-
to s>'y hon- difficult a pi-ohlem it -must have been guments place these from Scripture in thifront rankr,
in those tarly times te sa>' what books wvere inspired as a captain w-ill put some of bis best soldiers fore-
andinlhat not, and lhow utterly' hopeless.the attempt most; lier noblest preachiers drain tram thils feuntain
wreùld be in our day; ait least writhout the Churchî's tht purest streams ef' Christian eloquence, and her
guidance., But the Church settled lte question at ascetie wrniters enrich their pages with gemis ai ce-
once and torever. From tht beginning chie guarded .lestial- wvisdom iromt this storehouse et' precious things.
the sacred books'ae a treasure et' inestimable value, For tht benefit of ahi classes of Christians the Catho-
and noiw that, from 'tht causes assigned, doubts amose lie Churcb translated tht Scriptures, firstIinto Latin,
concerning some et' them, she asked the Bishops col- whlen Latin w-as lu genenal use, and af'terwards, whena
leeted or dispersed ofet the Apostolic snd other -t ir as less so, (nIe the vernacular longues prevailing
Chuîrches, and, abeve ail, et' the Bishop cf Bishops throughout Europe ; sud shen reproduced sud multi-
sitting in the setet'f Renme, tht mother sud mistress 'plied -il in thousands ai copies b>' lthé bauds ef lier
et' all Churches, " What is-the faith et' your Chturch . Menks, and afterwards site printed' il snd circulated
*with respect lo- these booksV" sud " WhaItai the it lu .ail lands.under such conditions -as at once pro-
faith-of youn Church, and n-laItetf yeurs 1" And se ride ton the use, and against tht abuse, et' the ,Word
the rays of trut, converging freom the differentChurch- of- Qod. Let me add thiat lthe Catholic< Chureb itl
es, shie cellated inteonti body of evidence se hîumfnous iras whbo; throughî the -great Cardinal !Ximines, gave
that, ivhen ir as propoàed to- tht wnorld ln tht form te thtemold' the first Polyguot Bible erer pninted, thet
cf hereuithorative.decision,-alla previcus doubts dis- Complutensian-and-that eut efth éfouîr great Poly'-
appeared, sud -tht question n-as settled fer ever.-- glas, we are indebted te Catholics fer three. And
IHad il not been'so, whbo -coutld nain say wnhat bocks then, set wbat: respect tht Cathliè -.Church.evinces
weret inspired.what nôt? "in"t thear>' ages thetre fer the JScripture in the-mest solem&iaetsd nWheon
came a trial et another' sort te. test the'Church's fia she tenders to.God the bhomage eofïpablie:îvorshili in
délit>' in gdking fhe Scviptures. lu thé attemupts that-grandese t ahia ber gi-and rites-tht 'Mass:'-it is
of iheéPgans- te root eut Chrisiaithey-waged chief> in -werds selecteddifont thé H-oly!Seripturet
iGar againmst' thtsacnd boeks requiring thée Christians that;sheioeffers 'Up lIhe tremehdous' ysteriési;'in thet
te dèliver'them-ntodtheir handse to--be burned, and seleznceteàioùy of the'àrdination-e ofher Ministèrs,
jidttingLthemito -tltétôörturt' fer refusing:te do&so.-- hasing cldiheil theYSub.;Deaconi»and the9fDeaoain
Whatd-~skthd wJnduct et' thée Chînréhi--Did she .tht ÏHoly;estments,shetbenlacestliBoOldþftth'e
péirhníttichildféd èjù'rèhâse -lité 't the!iei eft' Epistles'àndof;:±iié Gospesr (in :tbeirfhaiiriqpe-
giQl4j kîï ëaièf beo Ñs NeI'ithiWi'aIma íl titel>',:and she tem'jion-eishd :ch'argesdtamdNCr&id
ten fejjii dc fte therimäiitiened thîemcin',the:Chutch oksGÔd;as:îvelllfdthtibifi'nkas
i e hielbEsah.ofIMcaes b eng Nanian's .thé:de'adfin the baîetof th&Fatheryandeoftl S4

sudf et tHo yl> Ghost; and whben site cousecrats
the- Priest te the office et Bishops, or· charges lte
Pastor4 iitlh the cure of so'uls, r grmnts thé docteor
bis diploma,-or installs the professor En his chair, site
makesaiemu, eacit and ail, iay'his handi upoeuthe Book
et the Gospels shd say', "Se hîelp me Qed, sud thiese
bel>' Gospels of Gad." - Anithen, are not' aIlliher
ordained Clergy sud ail her Religibûs botimd every'
day eof thir~ lives'to rëeite tht praisès-o eGoQd la the
Divine Ogies, iihich ensists zalinest ontirel>' ef tiie
Psalms 'of Davidl lu fact, whist are hey-spresê
as they' are orer thisrhole woerldazwhat 'are they.but
eue great choir as yast a's the earîli, fromt whose tens
of thdusands ôi voaices, day hyday', sud hodur by' heur,
from tht rising et' the day 'star te thé swet Vesper
heur, soleumn psalmedy evtr ascends as incense ini the
sigbt ef the Lord? , Tht state et thtings ln tht rniddlec
ages, demands a special nótice if ire would -frmn a
just estimate ol tht Chiurchî's action in reference to
tue Bible, on dd-even smnil jûstice te those pioneers
et Biblical literature, lthe MVenks, to whotm the
Chîristian îvdrld owéès deèp obligatioris. There wecre
thon ne métal types. Nb gint engines thîrew- off
hrundreds ef printed sheets by the- heur. lu place af
the prninguo-house iras lime Scriptoium, or apartment
fer transeribingbeoks in tht nmonastic cloister; the
peu îvàc the engine for doing the wodrk'cf our-umachi-
nery'; and tht toihiug hdnd 'of lime Monk tracing let-
ter afler lelter on tht page et veîlmîu, witb a strain-
ing eyt and au achting head, lhad te pIy ils wecary task
fer many' a long year befone onte sin gle copy'' cf
tht Bible iras produéed. And - ihat 'added te
the labor cf manual transcription iras the· great
pains they' teck te embéflishî their copies e! the
Bible with the beautitul art of ilhumiaating or
ernametingo- with vignettes, mniniatures, -sud- omiher
pain tiâg. £iBooôks,"t says Gerbert, "iwere lthes soe
beautitlly' painted:sud embllished withr eniblems and
miniatures, th-at the n-boIt éeémued loi-te the produce
net eof hin but.ofangelié bandé." That the-lahor
efthem -Molks l'instnibihc "n ae'ilum-inaing wa's

SproedigieuswiaMply-attestédb; thé lists öf *drc they'
produced, which-gire -lte ides 'ef 'an-amount eof labor
almest incredible, sud make lthe toilseof -tht indefa-
tîgable Monks as ironderful-in their wra>' as tiit pro-
ductive poers et our modern giant machines, astne
iching as thé>' unquestionably are. Lemeine, in bis
Typegraphicah Antiquities quoted b>' -orne in bis
Introduction- te Bibliography, says--" Fift>' years
ivere sometimes employed te produce s cingle volume,
an evidence et' which occurredl at tht sale et' the late
Sir William Bhîrrel's bocks lu 1796. Among theose
n-as a MS. Bible, heautif'ully writteù ou vellum anid
ilhuminasted, w-hich ihad tnken the irriter halla century
te execute. Tht irriter, Guide de Iars, began it (n
his fortieth yean, sud did not finish il unthe had se-
cemplisedei lis ninetieth, A.D. 1294, lu the reigani
Pilip tht F'air, as appeared b>' the writer's ow-n oni-
tographi lu the iront et' the bock." Sure>' these men
lovedl the Bible ? Leok te t numnher of' manuscnipts,
lime wrorks of the Menks scatteredl at this day thirough
lthe libraries of Europe. Whyî>, it is amazing, if yeu
take int acceunt the ravages eof tume, irar, sud acci-
dent. Ounly run your eye aven lime pages ef Mar-
tcne's very inîtenesliug"a Literary Jounne>'," andi youi
wrill sec whbat Biblical treasures lie found in thc an--
chuves ai the monasteries visited b>' bims-aI La
Grasse, in Languede, a copy of' tht Gospels, said
te have been given to the monastery' b>' the Emperor
Charlemagne-at te Prier>' of St. Lupucin, a lina
copy et' tht Gospels, wrrittn ini silver, lu un'eial ii-
ters, upon purple velluïrn, about 900 years olu-at'
Jouanre twno copies et' the Gospels, cevered with
plates ef gold, tht une '/00 the athter 800 years old,
at St. Riquier a cepy' af the Qespeis, wrilien lu lot-
ters et' gold, ginen b' thme Emiperer Chîarlemagne te
St. Angi!bert-at Hautvillers, Sti Michtat!, St. Via-
cent at Metz, St. Medard at ß~oissons, St. Vass at
Doua>', St. Mary at Pont-a-Mouson, Malmidi, La'
Val Dieu, Grimberg, Eisterbach; and at allier places
enuineratedl b>' him, manuscripts cf' the Bible, on paris
et' it, of great antiquity', richuess, andi besuty'. We
may' observe, ini passing, howr uncommenl>' rich were
thé materials et their -Bibles in tltest times, as if' thc
Word et God could net-sud it could net-be ahrin2

ed lu a tabernacle gorgeous enough for it. Besides
tht manuscripts uàted'by: Martene for ltinr i-choeis
n-e may' add a few- -thérs ouI of many'. Pope Lo
11I. presented te 'a chîurch -a copycof thte'Gospelsi
bound in pure gold, sud studded wvith preciouscgems ;
te another one, so heavy wmith deceirative work, tbat
it meighîed rmore thanu seventeen pends. HJinenmar
cf Reims, gave te bis eithedi-al 'a copy of thîetipél
writteui-in letters.et gnld 'and -silver, eurid i:jlaîés
of gold, stuédded wîtbhjeles.."Bériëdict IUI .iiilcè
ma'nniétg gve tateCli.urb'óf St. Calisuscop Ut
tiespels bcnid tu latessö -- 'gold sud stlktr, dû1l
near,'eevnteen peundsWéight.P cNerddaltymb!e'rël
pošs'ess zthteBble,;they'wzié aIss dilig'ent r'e-aäitre
it-- 'Even ontht"shélf dfwthëéjôor 'ichÔIdNi'i Qi
'ebiséöf:St-EtmundJ ibiglte copyfet lIteBibléiI


