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THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAY
THEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER, I, 12.

i Original Poetry,

s IN REMEMBRANCE oF THESE THINGS, THOUGH YE KNOW

o

—

| vor.1.] COBOURG, U. C., SATURDAY, SEPT

b THE PRAYER OF DANIEL.

¢ And his windows being open in his chamber toward Jernsa-
and prayed,

gave thanks before his God, as he did afore time."—Dax. vi.

lem, he kneeled upon his knees, three times a day,
and
10.

Softly o’er wide Chaldea lay
The quiet of the evening hour,
N And sunset with each lingering ray
Gilt the bright erests of shrine and tower :
Glorious—heyond what mortal dream'd,—
g Thy kingly domes, proud Babel, gleaw’d!

. Now softly on the wind swept by
The liquid notes of distant song:—
Now burst the joyous chorus nigh,
As pleasure led each festal throng.
All seem’d as Earth’s awaken’d voice,
Her thousand echoes bade rejoice.

Where now was Israel’s guardian seer,
The wanderer in the stranger’s land,—
Amid the regal banquet’s cheer,
The revel’s maze, or masquer’s band?
Hath the lone captive all forgot
n . His far off home,—his slavish lot?—

_Within his chamber’s still retreat

Tha Prophst, with his Cod alone,
Wafts upward tothe mercy-seat

His low-voic'd prayer’s beseeching tone : ~—
Bright words of hope,—each dearest thought
That love had fram’d, that faith had taught.

With soften’d brow, with yearning breast,
Now hath he tarn’d his ardent glance
To where yon blue hills of the west
Gleam 'neath the sun-set heaven’s expanse ;
And visions of a glorious past
Seem o’er his fancy’s musings cast.

There was the land his fathers trod,

There his true spirit's cherish’d home ;—
There the bright temple of his God

Rear’d high to heaven its wershipp'd dom¢
Thete was each dearest, holiest place,
Where long had bow’d bis freeboro race!

Proof to the tempter’s deepest arty
The faith his youthful ear had heard,

Still breathed its freshncss round his heart

In native strength,—unchang'd, unstire'd 1—=
And in the light it shed o’er him,
Earih, and the dreams of earth, grew dim !

Long hath the Prophet pass'd away,

But to his dying #lance was given
The star of hope's trinmphant ray,

Soft beaming in his native heaven :—
Far through the mists of future time,
The Day-spring o’er his suffering climes

* . * . . .

: Oh wanderers i the atranger’s land!
| For whom the Exile’s hours are told,—
Have ye unloos’d each gentle band,
Bade every thought of home grow cold?
Or will vou turnlike Aim your gaze
Tow'rd the deep joys of other days?

Will life-like forms before ye stars
Of grassy haunts, of shrines for prayer,—
Of graves where rests each loving heart
*Neath the low turf that swelleth there?
Will early Faith come whispering near
Words of light prowise in your ear?

Or will the forms of memory seem
But phantoms for the musing eye ;-
Shapes of a soft but empty dream
i Of what once was—of things gone by ?
4 No!—they have brighte? visiors‘;zg ¢
. Than lhnd(:wx 0y, Or vain regret,

o

is fearful hour,
Oer ye may bend a watching eye :
: To guide ye on with equal power,—
Mid sunny hopes—or skies o'ercast— =
On to sinless home at Iag¢ |
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~ REASONS FOR EPISCOPACY.
. (Congluded from our last.)
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chapter is devoted to the consideration of
 Lituray, and other forms and modes of
*bulwe‘he Atlantie, we have been

i om?htnpics of discontent, that any
f the subject, would, probably, inflict & | ¥
It may, therefore, be sufficient
nce which the consciences
in the great work of our
e Episcopal Liturgy is a
ing 0od come from the Seven
F e s and unprofitable repe-

}emng up and sitting down ;
) and of topic; too much inter-
«.we’ &e. &e. Fourthly, the use
_people is no belter than a decent mantle

of them : & if there were some magic virtue in the services of
the conventicle, which would strip the covering from the heart
of every outward worshipper, and lay it bare to the public in-

spection. Fiflhly, the responses of the congregation ure impro-

per, unprofitable, and tend to eonfusion—2 charge from whieh,
alas! most congregations in (Ais country sem (by their careful
dbstinence from all audible mapifestation Of their Own personal
concern in the public offices of religidn,) most commendably
anxious to relieve themselves ! Sizthit the liturgical fU'rm of
worship is utterly powerless ; since, in spite of all its appliances
and means, it is notorious that the Episcopaliuus have no reli-
oion; they are mere formalists: an impum(ion which causes Mr,
Colton to biush for the uncharitableness of his m-’mh‘yn‘.‘cn!
The sevent objection is, in fact, but supplementary to the first,
—the numerous holydays, and gainis’ days,—the observance
of which is either appointed or recommended,—arc mere worth

less relics of Romish superstition! Aad yet, how singularly cu-
rious it is, that those very persons, who loathe the solemn eom-
memoration of apostles, evangelistg, ¥nd MATLYIs, should be ab-
solutely insatiable of certain stated anpointments, origivating in
their own fantastic caprices, and yguqily known by the name of
religious occasions! The list of these agzasions, Me. Colion tells
us, is perfectly surprising.  They fors» calzndar, which niights
pmuiate, thatof Romes and, befira % aich, c@r own sinks iag

consecration within the last twenly years: The ariginal nfonthly
Concert—(for that is the title by which many of the occasions
are designated)—=on the subject of general missions, has long
since attained a very sacred estimation; and 8o, in its train,
have several others of the same class. There arz several annual
Concerts, to which very great importance is uttached ; as, for
instance, the first Monday in the year, for the world ; a day in
February, for colleges; another, for the causa of lemperance ;

and various others, each with its specific design. In order to
o originate these ordinances, Mr. Colton

mentioned celebrgtion of the first Mon-
day in the year, received its first impulee from the suggestion of
a lady ! It was a lady who taunched it, and, by her perzonal
influence, got it wnder weigh; till, 8t last, it sailed onward,
with canvass expanded, and colours flying, into the deep and
broad sea of the Presbyterian and Congregational comunion.
1t is the same, he tells us, with nearly all the religious and be-
nevolent movements of the day. With few exceptions they have
issued forth, not from the reservoirs and fountain-heads of eccle-
siastical anthority, but from obscure sources, (0 which it soon
becomes difficult, and next to impossible, to trace them,
The effect of these multitadinous, and often long-protracted
religious exercitations, has been-—(to use the quaint expression
of M. Colton)—the breaking vp, and the breaking down, of the
clergy of the land, They are broken up,—for the exhaustion of
their physical and mental energies, ander this excessive und per-
petaal demand for stimulating religious applications, compels
them to seek relief, by incessant ch:\nge of situation,——a process
destructive of their stationary local mAuence. They are broken
down,—because the same demand pursues them into every new
locality. “ There ean be no stability of pastoral relation in such
a state of the public mind. And, what is still more melancholy,
the pastors themselves cannot endure it——they cannot live. They
are, not only constautly fluctuating, literally afloat on the wide
surface of the community ; theit spitits are sinking, and they are
fast treading upon each other’s heels, to the grave—their only
place of rest.” All this, while they have but little sympathy
from the fanatical multitudes, for whom they are consuming
themselves. For truly, the multitudes have, at hand, an exceed-
ingly cheap and comfortable anodyne for the sufferings of their
pastors,~—even the very humane and considerate maxim, that
is betler to wear oul, than to rust ouzl
It will not appear at all wonderful. that, ina state of society
Mfice (ha® which is Gere described, the grand aceusation of all
against any prescribed form of deyotion, should be loudly and
generally echoed; mamely, that it feters the freedom of the spirit
__that it essays to bind the wind which bloweth whithersoever
it listeth. This charge very strongly reminds us.of the reply of
the Jews to our Saviour,—we were never ¢n bondage to any
man : (John viii. 33,)—and this, when' they Were themselves
trampled beneath the feet of imperial Romer Mr. Colton shows
(as many have shown before him,) that they who are so disdain-
ful of the tyranay of forms, are, in fact, in #* erranl, bondage to
forms, as the unhappy slaves whom they affect to pity ‘zmd de-
spise. There is no getting rid of forms, i pub!ic wors‘hlp. The
hymns of the conventicle are, manifestly, forms They.r prayers,
too, are forms. “ With few exceptions,” Mr. Colten justly ob-
serves, ““and with little variation, the pubiic prayers, if not pre
scribed, ave set forms.””  Men of ordinary endowments, who are
suplwsed to pray extemporaneously, do but « pun throngh an ac-
customed, and, to theic bearers a well-7eC
thought, from which they scidom depart, We€
car after year. Some of tem cannot V4T

show how easy it ist
informs us that the above-

k after week, and

phrﬂ”s'” Those who are mo:c amply
less confined, or, as the phrase is, to ha¥ A :
dressing the Lord. *“ But if their prayers are sich ad various
is an chuisitim, not an endowment
is the result of untiring pains to commit to

mory, 8.8
produce their discourses.

prepared, are only sermous in another
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plishment can ever be equal to this inordinate amount of prepa~
ration. “ 1f prayers are siugied, sermons will be neglected. If
supreme attention is given to sermons, the prayers will be, not
only formal, but meagre, Doubtless, in nine parts out of ten,
beth in number and quantity, these exlgmporaneous prayers arg

utiec insignificance. And all these Zaly days have received their |

ognized round of

y from their set
gi!t‘ed may- appear to be
e more hiberty, in ad-

o peep into their drawers will ordinarily discover that this gift
and that this rich variety

writing and to me-
in the same manner as the best exlemporancous preachers
Their prayers are forms,out of sight ;

but they are no less forms.” In fact, prayers, thus elaboragely
shape; and (with some

[wo. XVI.

mere forms; and these forms-—(most common, stale, and low,
having all the vices of a form, without the purity of a prescribed
and authorized ritual)—are stereotyped in the public mind; in
the mind of the leader, and of those who are led.”~~p, 7.
Having thus laid before us a whole Iliad of mischiefs, Mr,
Colton proceeds to give us the following. brief and concentrated
exhibition of the evil; to whicl: we eacnestly solicit the attention
of our readers:—
« Never since the days of the Apostles was a country blessed
with so enlightened, pious, orthodo#, faithful, willing clergy; as
the United States of America at this moment; and never did &
ministry, so worthy of traat, haye so litle independence to aet
according to their conseience and best discretion. They are li-
terally thévictims of a spiritual yranny, that has started up and
burst upen the world in & new gyrm—at least with an extent of
sway that has never beta known, It is an influence, which
comes up from the lowes. <ondif of life, which is vested in
the most igpornn!umiqdha':"'i; ore the more unbending and
aritroilaile. 172 an 0 ik hich has-beonw fostered. and™
wn Tntoa wide-spread lame, by a class of itineraling minis~’
ters, who have suddenly started up and overrun the land, decry-
ing and denouncing a¥ that have not yielded at once ta theis
sway—by direct andopen efforts shaking and destroying publie
confidence in the settkd afd more permanent mininry-—leaving
old paths and strikijg out new ones—demolishing old systems
and substituting otirrs—and Bistugbing ad deranging the whole
order of society, asit had exigted before. And it is to this new
state of things, s harassing, so destructive to health and lifg,
that the regular ninistry of This country—the best qualified,
most pious, most hithful, and in all respects the most worthy
Christian ministry,that the church has ever ecjoyed in any age
—are made the vicims, They caunot resist it—they arc over
whelmed by it.
oubtless, there it a redeeming spirit jn reserve; I copld/not
confide in Providene, if I did not believe it, The clergy of this
land are worth too nuch to be lost—to be sacrificed. I trust it
will uot be long befire they will be able to assext their preroga-
tives, and recover thér appropriate influence.”—pp. 138, 139.
In the fourth chapti, the elaims of Episcopaey are considered.
Of course, Mr. Coltor does not attempt to embrace the whole of
this high argument. e is content to refer to the great standard
works, for a due exhilition of that argument, in all its impreg-
nable strength ; and, smply, 0 point out those more prominent
considerations which lave, principally, influenced him in the for-
mation of his own opitions. . Our space forbids us to do much
more than intimate tha, in the outset of this discussion, he plants
his foot upon very lofy ground. He assumes it to have been
the design of Christ tiat there should be a permanent ministry,
of soma kind or othe, over his church; and he argues that a
ministry, without autkrity, i8 something altogether’ nugatory
and contemptible. Auhority is the inseparable attribute of office
nay, its very essence. As for the forms and meodes, under which
the office is instituted—thesé, indeed, may be merely accidents;
but, even so, these accicents (hemselves are matters of the deep=
est importance ; seeing that, Without them, it is impossible for
the world to know what, and whom to respect, as invested with
authority. But, further, if sich provision was originally peedful
it is equally needful that it stould be continued in uninterrupled
succession. If there has, any where, been a chasm, or a break,
the gales of hell have prevaied. "And the prevalence of the
gates must be manifest to all tie world, if the chasm should be
so vast, the break so wide, thal no man can see over it, or tell us
what was beyond it. No malier how many may have been the
“ garic-ages;-or-how-gark tity weie; to admit that the obscu=
rity was so deep as to involve us in ytierignorance on this essen-
tial point, is to admit that the ministry, which the apostles set
up, has been loat: and with it, the visibility of the Saviwir’s
kingdom. Now, the only definity form of administration which
can be distinctly traced back, thrpugh all ages, to the apostolic
times, is Episcopacy. Aud then the question arises—was such
the polity and government established by the Apostles them-
selves 7 If it was, there is an end of the debate. If it was not—
if Presbytery, or any other form, besides the Episcopal, were, in
truth, the original ordinance of theapostles, then we are driven
to the supposition, that the apostelic institution was thrown into
a deep sleep, almost as soon as it was born; that its place was
seized, and retained for 1500 years, by an illegitimate and usurp=
ing power; agd thai, at the end of that Jong period, the lawful
inheritor suddunly awakened from ils deadly slumbers, to vindi=
cate its birthright:—an assumption so amazing as to astound
the present writer, now thai his vision is purged from the dim=
ness which had been clouding it for iwenty years*****

“The principle of Episeopacy,” says Mr. Colton, must ob-

tain ; the religious world cannot do without it; it 18 essential in

society for the management of religious emerpr'?ﬂ, on any ex- v o
; tonded scale. I have shown, that it now perve esand | it R s

the American religious world throughout. It i8 even astonishing T i

with what rapidity it has come ovet the land. It is the result of 508

necessity in all such great religious efforts, associated and coms (g
bined, as have characterized this country for a,few.ygv: past.

“In viow of the position which we POW 0Ccupy in relation.
the past and futare—the workings of the religigus elements
our own lab@—and of that free and independentthinking W

@

rare and marvellous exceptions) no human eapacity or accom-

characterizes the public mind, which withal mist have it




