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O.c Sat-.rday mornin- lsy Il o'ciock our arrange-
uuu'utç were ail comrplete, and we were under
wav l'or tiss Conference. 0Olit cOunp-ýuy caEsis-
ted ofb!rotiser Snmcers, brothier Shearn, an En-
glis b gentleman, a resideuit of' ionstous, and uuy-
self. Brothler S. left bis tutd ta unosînt bis hOrse.
1 appuseil it, Luit %vitl a genuiuue Johns Bull oh-
stinacy, or, as hoe called it, iesolute perseverauce,
lue îvent alîead. We wore ail motntesl on bar-
rowci n:bgs, sud oue of themn came very near Le-
inz drowvnsd *in crqsbing libe Bavou just at the
city. H-ovever, wc saved bier, andI she disi goosi
service afterwards. For the iirst tlîree or Jouor
miles aur rondi lay tlirotigbI a slip of pine woods,
aftt.r wbich %ve enteresi uponi an open prairie,
îvbicb coiitinsesi f'or nearly forty .miles. Nune
miles fromi town wve caime ta tire tirst creelc wbicb
wve hou! been wariîed îvouuld Le impassabie ; wvc
crossesi it, bowcver, safely, the wvater reaclii
about ta the saddlc-skirts. It îva3 nov about
three o'ciock, aud four hours' assiduauîs travel
liasi brougbht us nine miles. Thsis îvas our euly
chance for a niglît's lodg&usg, a nless îve took if in
the open prairie ; and if wve liasi attempted this
witb aIl tble appuiances of foodi aud lire, we couic
not bave found, in ail that distance, dry -round
enouugb ta enc-amp on-sa we had b>uteone of tbre
alternatives, to stop at Jolbuson's, sleep in thu
prairie on horseback. or go on the Big Cypreos
W. chose the last, andi puisled ahoasi. As we
antîcipated, nîgbt overtook us long before wl
reacheti our destination. lb.i wluole prairie wva
afloat; tbc %vater, most of the time, was tou
knoe-deep ta the saddle-skirts, and occasionall
we chargesi a siea,whvich gave our feet a taste a
coid water. To adîs ta our trouible, Wve wer
strangers te the roasi. Brotîser S. baid indeesi tra
vallas i once, but it lîad been saille lune since,an
as kt was a pretty dark nîgbt, ive feit ourselve
iii saine danger of gettiiug lest, whicb woul
not have baen b y any means the most désirâti
thing %vbicls could have ha, ened to us. if bai
bren cloudy ail day, ansi stili the clouids predomi
nated: but bere asid thera a sminal patch ortwinkl
lin?, stars wvas visible ius the bine v-ault ave us
affording the only ligbit whicb shone on our lys
tery wvay ; and, save thse sounsi of cur boises
feet splashing iii thé water, tire shrilt whoop c
the crane, or the noise of nmimerous flocks c
wild-g&eese and ducks îvbicb were startiesi atuti
approach, the-re was no scund ta breakt in sîpon th
gloomy silence of the scene arouins us, unless w
chose ta kaep aur own voices amplayasi, liid
we di,! lretty freely hy îvay of cbecring eac
otbieu's spirits. Long aud anxiou.4ly disi we lac
ont for saune liglît ahead of us whlich mlight indi
cate tisc lorality et aur inin ; but rapeatéàd uisair
pointmeuts Lad brougbt us aIl ta the conclusio
that the folks bebind us were miseraule bauds
calcuslauing distances. Fiually, wben we îvos
just in the ncighbourbood cf gettusg a bttle il
saturesi, thse liglit sîspearesi in the distansca.

pusiied abeaul witb newv life, ansi at lengtb rod
up ta a lieuse on thse bank: oft a large streain
waoter. 1 gave tise usual salutation, aud xvas ir
formesi Ie cetuld loa&( there ail isig.ht, but lýii
1 proposesi iii order tus avaîid the musi, to ride u
ta tise ste-ps sud disunouuît, a voice of wvarusir
frein wxitii aduuonisiued me not te btiempt it u
less 1 xvanteui tu bog c'own. Andi as I hasi
larticui4r déasire for se Jeep- an acquaiuten
îvitl the mysteries et Texan mnsd, lve dismouul
ed at the g.ute and tridîces cuir lay int ti
bouse as tîest we cousid. 'Wê foundl a goodi h
zing tire oir. the beartis, and w. îveru. %et, mii
uly, wessry, auss isungry, so tisai îve enjoyesi ti
comferts of the fire. aud were ready for the su
per,-and I ws glact te see. that even aur ilis
lWs was préparez! ta jai uis in doingi ample justi
ta the goosl womsn's friesi park, cern breasi au
sweet patatees ; andi %vlsen. rifter ollering up
the familv Our evening devotions aftie -tbroue
gWace, we retired ta aur beds, lire wvere prepar
for a cosufortabie nigbt's sleep, altbough irny b
was not .'be sottest, nor wss the besisteai Io
enougis for me ta' streteb myseif ; however,
have long silice learurd ta accommodat. mvs
to circumstances ,accoriliugly 1 mode shift týs i
depasit, msyseif iun such lvise os te Le able
procure neesiful repose, andi arase the next mar
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iug refreshres, in gondi isaltis, ansi lts a heart
dceply consciosîs ai my obligations ta sny olmigh.
ty Preserver, and grateful for bis constant care
over me since 1 vins barn.

Ouîr lan-iiady isasi foilowed tise, fortunes of bier
Isuibanîl aud settierl iu Texass laag before the
%var cf tnd-ist)ntiauce. During tinat siruggle
tlsey basi been abliged lo fly befote tbe invosling
Mexicanis. After the war îvas over tbey return-
ed te tîseir home, %vhemc, in the course of the st
tîvo or tbree yaars, sire lisu buries! ber isasband,
andI was now a wiow. Sise hradt several chil-
dren, auns was possessesi of a goosi deai cf that
sort of proîserty-wuuiich coustituted so large a
portion cf patriarchal ivealîh,-sbe was rich in
catie. 0f course, there was not musch of refine-
mnt or puo&is about ber, yet sire possessesi ster-
ling 2ooulness ebeart. li1er boeuse was a preacb-

i-I.lcéi îvher te tinerant preacîsers statedly
beli pfnrtis the wordt of lite, and she herself was
a menuber ot' tiss litle churcb in thse wiiderness.
Atter priyer and Lréakfast wve resamesi Our jouir-
r.ey. We Lad to cross the Cypress, wlîicb îas
now become quite a formidabîle stream: we u'ouhet
ual, of cours, r.ttu.int ta ford it, sa vie hasi ta
cross in a sort of tausîporary flat, wbîch Lad bean

!sa-stil' puooetsrt enabie travuillers ta cross
this oiiserwîse, (in cie presi-ut circumstances) im-
passle ' trerm^. Ontr boat iay at oncbor sorte

Itwent3y yards froin th.t shore, INa had, couise-
eqututly, Io ride in tili wse reacîses if, when we

madle our horses spring iusto it ; sud after navi-
igatinî; gamp llfty yards, thuîy liad ta jumrp out

e agaius te enable our claissîy littus craft ta pass
aover the shaliows fer same thirty 3ards, isu-i

o ur pouuies bas ta submnit to a secondi cumnpuisory
embarkation, at'ter wbich ivse accourpishieu tise

>remainuler osf our voyage acuoss the Cypress
Owithoui. fusrtlsur inuerrupin. Six miles lurtiser
ona. we came te onotbu.rý creak caileui lîttle Cy-

y pres. lIera we roundî a ulozen wagons encaunp-
t' cd, raine of .vbieli isas Leen ]yin-, bere a tort-
e niglît, unable la cross tIse strearn. There %vas a

- mail rait male et' paes Lied tOgetlier, on1 wsiel,
îve cunssýeds ansd casried Olier nur biigzage ; aur

s arses wt!drove across. Our raft %vs iare l'y large
d cusoufi tb carry iwo, se Iliat sny feet were weî
e before 1 was agpius mouites!. Froua this <'reete

dwe isad a ride ot' niuse miles to tise wvidowi M.>s,
-at wlos. hl suce wvu iusteuded ta romasii tLUI next
*morniusg. Osîr :-ad iav tbrousrlu an uîuuiulatiný
'~prairie. tisroiis'i wliirb tue recent reins hiul wivest-
-ed lar",e glius-alung avbîch the wsuîer wvas
Sroariuui ands foasninp-ý quite alter tise mamuner af
ifthe %wî-t weztiuer branches amnan aur hilis in

f Geargia. The uonsing ivas closîdy andsi liii,
r aud aw muir roasu wau ais tunfrequeti.rl patb, a lieu,!
e cf sus-en or eight deer stsuutesi nus, aund wauuc
Ê houndiuîg away. Tbcsuî werî, the iirst d-!er tisst
Il 1 ad seeus ii the replihi, thouugb aCter this 1
b met with thsein ius lar.-er or smaIiiur bards evu.ry

kmile (<r two Lisîring. ire unarnîn-'s ride. The,
svild gcese, trio, wu-re moare ai umuduut Ibrin I evur

Ssaw thoen). INa were scarcetv ouit etf si-hut of
nthem, andi v-re canstantly startiug thern froin

st their feeling grotnsud; se Ibhr.t, witb their cack-
c ling andi the îvbizzing of their ~vugthey kept

us in mussic durin- our murnijnzrs ride. SlioulJ 1
e gay ilsît we easy severai tbuusan'ls sluuinsr cuir
le isine usiles ride, I thiik i ehouid nuit ait ahl u-xaiç-
of' gerate. Betveen iwelvc anal anc o'clock Ive

reaciu-s nuir point, auss Looke up ouor qiiaturus tii!
nenxt iiuruinx. Docs any body askst why %ve tris-

P~ vehllu-si iftteen miles on the Sabtsati? 1 pn-
ig swer, sve werp co:ytpel!esl ta do if or fail in
il reaching thes Conterence in lime. We Ivero
ne bospitably entertainesi hy the goosi lady who
ce kept the hauise. Sise ton, biau! coma tram cf the

t-States;," ansi settIed hare in ea-riy time, aussils
he ler Faine years isuriesi ber lisshasus. She Lad

~-seveisul chîlsiren, smost of tisem beys, ansi nearly
1ail guwn ai,. Her bouse vias aise a prèachiug.

he place', and the gnd ou man was a Mehodist ai
P>- samne suri, but whetber she. belongeil ta the Epis -
a- copal or tise Prott-styus Mu-thodists was flot quille
ce dramr, nar did the oui lady arum ta tisint it a

ntmatter cf muuch consequen-ce. Thore was soa-
mn tinm' al;out thua oadi voman whicb impressed
cf me veiy stinly-alnmir, of stoutu trame andi
cd quite r;asculîuiiin ber disposition aud marinera
ed -ongp accustouned ta ibis reusies of a wild aic
ile troniie r lite, se bau! contracteul a fearlessuess o

Î.exprts-ius sud marinuer which tld you' et aocu
elt tirai ase was. afraul of notbing : she ivas, witlial
je- quitui patriotic. $ue laidl me that. in the war c
ta Indepiusnscé, she boad only one son wbo coui

'n- cigo ta the wvsrs,"-asd tbat, durin-, tbe I-am

ratind.of Mexicani invasion, a year or two Since,
alle wau only sorry thrait the Mexicans had not
lvaited two or tbree yectrs more before they lie-
-an it ; c«because.1 said shre, Ilin tire other %var
I ladt only one soldier, but by that tîme 1 shollld
rave had lîve or six soldiers of mny own littie ina.
king ta tlght for niy country."1 1 unclerstand
thlere are many .such nuothers in TIexas : it çeemi
ta me the soirs of such methers would bie bard te
conquar.

On Monday mornin.-, aftet breakcfast, we were
again on tise road. WVe crossed Sprilig Creek,
and left the great prairie thrau!th %vhich wve haï
been travelling, ansI entered upon a poor country
of sandhills and rapid crecks, saine of whicb use
barely escaped swimming. We travelled more
thon twenty miles without seeing ang body, or
passing a single buman habitation, insomuch that
we began to fear wve bad mnissedl our way, which
would have been an uncomiartable affaîr in these
soiitary uninbabited barrens. At lengtb vre
came te a plantation, aund, some distance lip the
creek, saw bouses, towvard wbich we arged osur
way, bciping ta obtain information as la out
route ; but at these there was no hamnan beingite
Le startedg although the smoke was stili ascend-
ing fromi the chimney, and two lazy dogs were
on duty as sentinels. This îvas a sore disap-
pointunent to us. After consulting a %vhrile, we
resolvu.d on our couree, which, in-a mile or two,
iuroughit us ta a bouse ait which we obtained di-
rections t'rom a servant, who taid us the way to
an Iudian village, a fewv miles distant, where he
said we would rcceive instruction in the lvay te
our place of destination. Alter iiding a couple of
miles vie came te a ruiserable muddy-loaking,
swamp, and saw on the Iiih before as the W*g-
wams of an Indian village. It conisted cf raule
halt'-a-dozen huis, Made, 1 suppose, pretty much
in the pmtve aboriginal style. 'l'le village
îvas inhaitei by about thirty souls, the sole reim.
nant of' the Bedeye nation. We-saw nobody ex-
cept two or three little children, who could net
understand, or, at any rate, gave no repiy ta any
aof our qtu-stions. Brothers Slbearn and Stummers
clismouinteil, and Ivent into several of the buts,
in one tboy rouund a very aged lusulian mon lyin-
on a Led raised f'rain the earth a little by baardsý,
on thte %vere sprsiadslorne cane tops, and over
thisen a féew <ber skins. The aid man was very
,ick,3 andi taid them that lie sbouid due. H-e ao-
ded t!;kt his son liai bevn kilied during the pie.

*vinius yi-ar by saine of bis own tribe, and Le show-
ed tiuemr a certificate cf his awn character from

isome ollicer of the republic. Poor nid Pilot, be
lhb.d noue to care fer him: bis cbiid Lad Let

ursieresi ly bis own people ; and naw that hit
vars dying. nonre of bis cssuntrymen were npar

hîm ta ininistutr ta bis wants. :Sucis is paganisen.
jWc iett the vill-age wîîh sucb direction-; as the
poor aId mrasu could gîve lis, and, aft-r missine
Ouir ivay two or tluree times, found ouurselves at
tire bousi.e et sister M;Crae, t'ormerly of Alabama,
svlici -ave uis a most cordial weicame. She was
lt anaid arquaintance cf brother Suunmers, anud
withal a mü~st excellent wsrm-hearted Meubo-
dist. fier cbildren were, 1 tisink, nearly ail ef
tlhem cogiver(ed, auss in the churcb, and one et
ber sans clss-leader ot' the society in the neigh-
horbuod. We passed a pleasant nigbt with this
gond faniiiv, and tise next inarning, aCter break-
last we resumed otr march for the seat cf the
ICounference, di.stant now about tbirty miles. One
lof tise yousg moen îvent witb uis to pilot lis
throur.h Lake Creek Swarnp, one of the warst
in aur route, andi wluicb we hadl been slreaduug
ail the ay. %We founsi il an ugly afl'air ; but,
under the direction of aur excellent guide, we
passed in sateéty ta the bis on thé otther side,
îvhen our pilot left us. We passeil sonie fine
laund in the neighbourbood cf Mae Ct'eeký, in
about live miles, we passesi Montgagnery, C.B.,

fqîuite a picaynnetown. We rode about fittecO
*miles, thiougli a country the Most of whicbi ws
hilly oneb poor, with naw andI then a miserable
unuddy creek, whose Lanlîs were so steep es ta,

* e almast impassable, and tîseir swamps affording
Isaune ot the llnest spo-.imetis of very bad mcails.
IWben we reached the San-Jacinto, a small Luit

vcr rapiti river, whîch was swimming, and
Imi ght sot be attempted on horscback. Solw.

f carried our luggage over on a log, and drove ouir
e herses across the stream ; atter as little 4elay 83
,passmible we were again in t *he saddie, pl6d a ride

f of five miles mare lsrought lis ta Rabieison's ftt
ci tdémenti in whicb the Conférensce ývas te meet.
t Brother S. andI myself were conducted te tIi


