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MYIWIFE.
8h'. as nsta body ase ever von saw,
(I believo 'y^epress'd tbis opinion bel'ere),
Yos, there seeme te be sotnething aler al iet inl ut-
lIl couteso sud ow ulnp-l'm ln love with nuy ite.
Iu ibis age et fraud, preteunce aud et sham,
It may be alwoaknese ou the part ef a man
To admit, notwithstamding this world's ceres sud its

Strito,
Youre net se bad off if you*re in love wlth your 'lte.

Trua, ibis mystical passion efteu ixupies
A great deal et humbug and manifold les,
Yen oau't always docpive observersaestute,
Who anilsometimes muttor 'heuvlbe troats ber? the

brute!"
It mev aeemi very vain; have it se. it yen wilI,
1 gain strengîlu le the knowledge wblcb dling. te me

stiul,
That this world. wvith its show sud jeaionsies rifo,
Are dspel d whee 1 keow l'm iu love wilb my wite.

Now old Mr&. Grundv wouid thiuk me abeurd,
And perchance dotubi ber senbes iftover shie heard
Sncb a monstroos assertion as borain expressed;
1 fanny t'wveuld be like a weght on bier breast.
But tlit lady sud 1 de not otfen agcras,
(And 1 doei'l thiak mucb ef ber, between you sud me)
lier nind gets ceetuseed over tragrant Bobos,
Our uc,uance just now, 1 belteve. le U. P.

To rature te my subjet-deelt tbink me remise
If I bore yen a momuet; my reason le tb:s:
I dont like te obtrude family matters. You cee

1 love my wife anti 1 know she loves me.
le every day conversa bow efien you lind
That people who 're ,narried are ett 'entumes biud
To escb others writesud pretty conceils ;
Thoir carelese iedilrrenee ail true love deteata.
F'or the waels (et théi deep imuer teling expressd
The spark dietly hurnesnleaech otber'sbroast;
While convontional telly doe. il it eau
To âtamp it eut on the modern ' seciety " plan.

It b. celle ber Ildarliug " or she celle hlm "ldear,"
Tbere's a aelu ib is wouid who term sech thinge

Wbo are blind te the love tinci which fieshes ber cbeek
As eh@ liveelin the ight ot bis oye. week by week.

Those crities who think tbey read others like books
Cau't lterpret the laungaf couveyed lu thir look*;
But proceed te discues witb ,nech animation
And decido " thal sncb nonsense is more affectation."

If husband sud wite iived as thaie folks desire,
'I'ero wouldn't ho mueh left lu ibis world te admire,
S) we heed net thair jargon; their verdict doty,
And jog on together, my dear ite sud 1.
Sues ase natly a body as evar yen met,
And 'ils throngb ber financing me keap ciaar et debi.
At neen 'lis Il good-by, doar "-sa mile sud embrace,
Whou 1 rtura home, love euhl beame lun ber face.

l'm net giug te say we nover feu onut,
T7uut, of course. wenidn't bc naterai; ber ameet litile pont
go comi'iy piteous Iteepe me on the rack;
We lnger, sud taller, sud than-take t back.
lu our joyea Md our s,.rrows me eacb bave a share,
And as fer as me rat), wehoar sud forbear,
Se l'Il merely observe a man's duty inl ut
le mure readilv iearn'd bv the help ot hi* mife.

Montroal. F. J. HAMILTON<.1

RETIRING FROY BUSLITRSS.

Above the door of a rather suug but notover
ostentations lutile shop,centrally situated on the

p rincipal thorouglifare of eue of the numerous
lit tic villageas of Western Ontario, liung the
following aigui:

"ANTHONY HOPGOoID, GRocERIES, &C."

Mm. Hopgoodwas the proprietor of the estal-
lislient. Aithengli lie hiad ea nuine
in the sanie prernises for several yeams, still lie
could net le regarded ase mudli more than a
youtli, for Mr. Heîgoed, like many greet men,
lied launche4 ont iinto* the battling world et
an early ae. The greater portion of hie life-
tine lied beau epent in the village, sud, as a
consequence, everybody in the wliole township
could dlaim intimata. acquaintanceship with
hirn. Ha was a genial,*good natured Young
fellow, very socialleansd fond o! fun, sud was,
moreover, something of a philosopher. Healase
hle the hiappy knack of beiuig a le te express
lis ideas in au easy sud entertaining sort of a

way, aud it can, therefome, le resdily uudarstood
that Mr. Hopgeod was a general favorite in the
community. The people liked Wo deai witli Mm.
Hopgoed for, ne matter whether hisecustomers
wame old or Young, hae slwsys lied a smile, sud
a plescant word for eadli; besides, l lied,1 long
since, acquired a reputetion for far su
honeet dealitîg in business, sud there was net a
pereon in île whole ueiglibourliood iexcept,
perheps, lis old rival, opposite) that could gay
e ingle word deregatory.to hie character.

lun consequence of ail these good qualities tle
eider heede iinthe village looked uapon Anthony
(as tliey usuelly termed him) ases very pro-
uîising Youn.g man. Thare were, liowaver, just
tîrea things about Anthony, upon which île
village people ould like te have liad s little
more definite information. These questions

wer, frat wleme le origi*aly heiled from ; se-
cond, hîow much o! the Ilneedful" lie lied
trienagred to lay by, sud lastly, wliy lie poraisted
un relliaîîing single ? These were, cetainly,
vemy important considerations, and~ several of
hie more iîîquisitive neiglibours frequently en-
deavored to sound him on these pita. But
Anthony was cautions, sud. lie evaded their
bluntly, put questions in the meet innocent
inanner imaginable. Net that lie was in eny
way afraid to have light slied upon any o! the
qut.stioie, but becanse, whule ha was willing
that his kiudly iieigliboums sliould gratify their

t cuiosit y and love of goesip te a certain degrea,
lie wîts'iunwilling thai they sliould know tee
rnuu'l about linu, perbape more than lie knaw
luinseif. Ceusequently, in spite o! alI of their
will mealit efforts te solve these cenundrurne,
the people could arrive et ne ositive conclusions
iii regard te theuut. Evan the oldeet inhalitant

couid reveal nothing in regard to Anthony's
pedigree, and the old constelle, wlio was con-
sidered tolerabie good authority on niost legal
matters, could give no definite statement as to
Anthony's financiai standing.

Notwitlistanding these kew drawbacks, An-
thony continued to dweli in the hearts of the
people, sud the people coutinued to take an
active intemeat in him aud hie affairs. Iudeed,
hie weifare wae eirnost made a thing of their
own concern.

But Anthony grew auubitious. The gocery
business, in a smaîl place, is a pleasaut enough
avocation, it is true, but lie began to feel that
hie heart was not in hie work ; that h lie hd a
soul worthy of a higlier deStiny than that of
mneasurin out soap, sugar sud other trifies.
So lie ha hi. head examined by the phrenoio-
gist, wlio happened to corne round tliat way, sud
the result was that, soon after, lie went over
to Mr. Dorson'a, the druggist-who aiso did
the job.printing for the village- sud ordered
fifty iarge-sized poBters which were to read as
follows:

I.RETIRING FIîOM BUSINESS.

e-4nthony Hopgood desires to announce to
the residents of tliis village sud surrounding
neighboumhood that lie lia resoived to

QIVE r-1,BUSINESS,

sud will seli ont at a great sacrifice in order to
make a speedy clearance.

"A ÀIl parties, &c., & c"
Wlien old Mr. Dorson had iooked through

hie spectacles long enough to gzet at the gist of
the matter, a visible change came over bis
whole peruon. He was imply amazed. He
was just as rnuch astonished as lie would have
been had the pape r which ie lieldin hie hand
been a cail to sllow himself to bè norinated
for the Local Legisiature. As soon as lie lied
recovered hiuzsf ' a little he broke out as
foliows

IlWliy, Anthony, what doee this mean Y "
To wliich Anthony calrnly replied : " It

meaus, Mr. Doreon, that 1 arn about to abandon
the grocery trade forever. I have, et last,
awoke to e tmue conception of the grand object
of my existence, and 1 muet hie me hence
without delay, to enter upon rny new destiny. "

Now, Mr. Dorson was a kind old soul and hie
habits were very simple. He was not ec-
customed to being startied in this manner, so,
after a whle, hre said :

"lAnthony, I arn efraid you are acting rash-
ly ; this is a vory serions step ; you muet take
time to consider it. You have a nice littie
business liereansd you are very eomfortabie
arnong ns, sud, for rny part, 1 can see no reeson
in the world why yen shouid give Up. 1 arn
older than y ou are, rny boy, and I adviee you to
drop thia idea, sud don't trifie with Providence
by throwing away your chances. Yes, Anthony,
the more 1 think of it, the more 1 arn convinced
that it is my duty to refuse to print any sucli
'wild nonsense for you."

At this, Mr. Hopgoed seerned to grow a littie
impatient and did not appear te value the old
gentleman's advice as mucli as a good young
man ahould do. He rildly tliraateried to go
elsewhere for hie printing, whereupon Mr.
Dorson raconsidered the matter, and after dou-
bly impreasing on Anthony's mind the fact
that lie lid warned him, concluded to do the
work, aud, after saying good-day to Anthony,
immediately stepped into the little back room
to tell hie wife about it.

Iu due time the fifty posters were sent over
to the grrocery. Mr. Hopgood procured the ser-
vices of te Il om Sawyer " of the village, snd
shortly after, ail suitable p laces around about
were ornarnanted with M. Ilopgood'e intention.

Iu the course of a day or two the news lied
spread ail over the township, aud it rnay be'
safe to say that nothiug, since the news of the
Fenian invasion, lied ever so0IItaken saliold of
the people," as it were. Everybody immediate-
ly began to wonder, sud to burniiee, sud to

guess, sud te, talk. The air was full of it.
The first parson that came in to see Anthony

about it, officially, was old Dr. Brown. He lied
been having a talk with Mr. Dorson, that moru-
ing, sud they lied corne to the unanimous con-clusion that this ide& of hie giving up business
was the greateet piece of folly thet liad ever
corne undar their observation. The good old
Doctor stormed, sud argued, sud advised, until
lie was aluîostexhausted sud, finally, demended
to know Ilwhere lie wus going sud wliat he
wue going to do." Towich questions An-
thony wus mun.

Shol rt sfel-e-oto'sdearur, -u-am

During the afternoon, Johnson, the biack-
smith, went up to see Anthony about the niatter.
He hiad he*ard something about lis going to
leave the village, but hie declined to believe any
sucli stufi' untîl lie beard it from Anthony's own
lips. So the first thing lie said, wheu. lhe got
into the store, was-

le I it true ? "
"la what tru ? " asked Anthony.

laI it true that you are going to leave us,
Mr. Hopgood ? "

Anthiony infornied himi that lie beiieved fate
liad s0 ordained it. Upoxi whichi, Johnson broke
out as foilows :

" Now see here, Anthony. I've always been
a frierd o' vouru, and have doue al 1 could to
help you ioug, aud w-e 're ail been a dealing
with you for a long tinie, and 1 dou't think its
the square thiiig for you to 1'pick up' and
'dig out' in this w-av."
Anthony did not say mucli because he feit

that bis ijonest oid friend, Johnson, meant well.
Towards eveniug, in dropped the dashing

littie Mrs. Fisher, the widow, whose merry
brown eyes were said to ba sharp enough to see
tlirough half a dozen miii tones.

Duriiug the conversation, the little darling
laughingly intirnated that Mr. Hopgood coul
not fool lier ; that she beiieved lie liad no in-
tention of giving up business at ail, aud that
lic only said o for an advertisiug dodge. Her
late husband had been in business, some where.

In a few days it became pretty gyeneraliy
known that Anthony reaiiy did intend to retire.
It became the chief topic of conversation in al
the bouses, in the otlier stores, over at the
tavern, everywiîere. But nobody couid find
ont, by hook or by crook, what Anthony's in-
tentions ivere in regard to the future. This
was very perpiexing. He nearly bast several
intimate friends in consequenq~ of hie stubborn
silence in that respect. However, in tlie ab-
sence of authentie information, the following
rumors werefreely handed about, viz. :

Tliat h li ad rich and powerful relatives in
Europe and that they had sent for him to' corne
and fil sorne big position. That hie grand-
father was in the Rtussian army. and that he
was going over to figlit with th@ Servians. That
lie was going away to the States to niarry an
heirees; that he wasEging to edit a newspaper
and, iastly, that lie hd joined the Churcli and
would become a preacher.

In the ineantirne, tlie old constable busied
huanseif every day, hunting round, trying to fiali
up something tliat wouid give him a ciue. He
weut over to see if Doctor Brown had noticed
anything strange or remarkabie about Anthony's
actions, of late, but the Doctor shook his head ;
then li e led a confidential interview with the
proprietor of the taveru to see if Anthony lied
ben much of a frequenter, or if he lied taken

to drink, but the jolly oid landlord regretted
that lie had seen Anthony so seldorn. Then, as
a leist resort, lie cailed upon the postrnaster to
,ascertain if that functionery lied noticed any-
thing pecuiiar or suspicious about Anthony's
correspondence, but the postmaster liad noticed
nothing worth speaking of. The oid constable
began to grow wrathy. Things continued in
this unsettled state for several days and the
people could get no satisfaction out of Anthony.
Aa night be expected, the rumours kept con-
mtantly increasing in number, sud tliey had to
be varied so as to bee in accord witli the indigna.
tion which was spreading. The foliowing are
a few specimens of what was being whisppred
arouud. Tliat lie lied becoîne a gambier and
liad iost every cent lie was wortli at cards; that
hie wa8 going to join a gang of robliere, then
supposed to be prowling about the country; that
lie was a counterfeiter, a horse thief, and, finally,
that lie lied con cocted a pan of robbing the post-
office. Stili, Anthony kept suenut, and, strange
to say, looked more snd nmore liappy escli day,
which was very annoying to the people.

It is a long lane that lia no turning, how-
ever, and that was what the old constelle
thouglit as be walked in, one evening, after
hiaving almost abaudoued ail hopes of ever
finding out anything. Aithougli there was an
air of profound melancholy about him, stililie
could not &nceal the triumph which glittered
in hie iittle gray eyes as lie tlhus addressed An-
thony:

"«Mr. Hopgood, 1I havP a very uupieasant
duty to performi. Ilîad eiways rfgarded you
as an uprighit young man . Youi have nobody
to bleuie but yourseif. 1 bave to inform you
that 1 arn sent here to seize ail your goodsansd
chattels. Haro is the distress warrant which
w1aà got.out against you by Mr. Skinner, your
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Anthony. - " 1 have always paid yon the
rent wlien it was due. 1 do not owe you one
cent of ent. Upon whet-ground,*then, do you
seize?"

Oid Skinne. -" Fool, your ic-ase lias sorne
rnonths to run yet, 1 seize for the rent thet will
become due."

Anthony.-" Buti your rent wiil be paid aseit
becomes due just ase it eiways lias beau. "

Old Skinner.-" When you have arrived et
my years you will have iearned the worthless-
nees of promises."

Anthony.-" W'hen 1 amn as old as you are I
hope I will lhave better sense. The seizure whidh
you have made is entirely iilegal sud uncalled
for. You have aliowed your avariciounesse W
get the better of your judgmeut. Believe me,
sir, you shahli e umade to psy deariv for the
gros@ injustice doue me. Sorne of thie wealth
which you have wruug from the heiplesesud
inexperieuced shahl, in turu, lie wmung from
you as a fit compenisation for the injumy whidh
you have doue me this day."

Then Anthony went over to the county town
sud placed the niatter in the bande of elle
lawyers, sud the resuit wus, that, in e few dsys,
old Skinner hopped arouud like s whipped cur.
He came down sud iuvited the old constelle to
corne away as h halid dropped the seizume sud
desired to withdraw ail further proceedinge.
Oid Skinner was very wealthy, but nobody in
the whoie village liked him ; 80 when the old
constelle went round sud told how lie lied been
made a fool of, everybody actually congratu-.
iated Anthony on hie victory.

During alI this tirne, Anthony's stock wus
being reduced to a fine point, se to epesk, sud
thing began to look as thougli the place would
not know himi mudli longer~. Then the people
began to hunt up dlaims againet him, and, as
the rnajority preseuted ware purely imsginary.
lie was kept quite busy in liunting up old re-
cit2 or bille whicli lid beau settled menthe,
sud even yeas, before. Then, mucli to the sa-
tisfaction of eveybody, lie wae threateued to
ha sued for breacli of promise, by the fathar of
the girl lie once took to singing echool. But,
terrified et the fate whidh befeil old Skinner,
this would-be plaintiff cancluded not W p rase
the case et prasant. And, as a grand finale, a
crew ning climax to lis pemecution, old Figens,
the tailor, lied Anthony actnally arrested on a
Capias. Anthony had slweys been in the habit
of buying hie clothes there, sud old Figgins lied
often boasted that Mr. Hopgeod was one of hie
lest paying customers. But the uew suit, whidh
llie d got a few days before, was stili unsettled
for, sud, as the people could now believe An-
thony capable of doing enything, somnebody
lied advised oid Figgins te look sharp, or ha
would lie the loser. The bill wes easily settled,
however, sud Anthony was again frea Wo stand
in the door of hie ehop suddernile sud look

1,80 vexed the man whe kept the othar

grocery, that lie was obliged Wo corne over sud
mention how that the people lied intended te
present Anthiony with e testimonial on the ave
of bis departure, but as hae persisted in being se0
stulibomu, sud disagmeeable, lie now doubted if
enougli nîey could le collected te purdliese se
mucli as e tin whistle.

Iu due tixue Anthony got bis astae wound
up, sud, as lie actually appeared Wo have smre
rnoney, sud wase net likaly te ask suy favors of
anybody, mauy of hie oid friands gethered about
hixu sud wished bim God-speed as the stage bore
him eway.

HAMILTON, ONT. W. F. McM.

LITERAR Y.
MR. HÂLLÂm TENNYsON, a on of the Lau-

reste, le a writer etfcerne promnise.
MURIRAY is going to publiali Captain Nsres's

officiai report te the idmirslîv, sud iluetrste it wlth
mape.

WILLIAX BLAcK sys the alleged discovery of
the original IlPrincesa of 'lhuis " l. ail lu the Imsgina-
tien et the diecoverers.

A Nzw weakly periodical, especially deveted
te the exposure et the cham nussd fictions et commercial
and tachionabie lite, le te appear in London in thebe..
ginnlng et 1877.- The treshoomeris tebe preduoed under
the auspices et Mr. Labouchero, and will be called Triade

1-FULL many a swartliy face sud eteru wse
thore," wac given te an aspirant fer e Univorsty
soboiarship in England lu hlé task eftutruing English
inte Latin verse. He reversed the aspect et things ln
ibis àamusieg taghion :-" Nigroe illis fci, a ugrantua
large."

ROBERT BRowNiNG is*now in hie sixty-fffth
yaar, and i. tful fvitality andlvivscity. Heois eftmedium
hoight, areci and broad-shoelderod. Hie hair sud board
are white. hie large ray oye. hasave youh.th. h.441iii
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