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(Par, the Canadian lustraied Nets.)
REVERIES OF A BACHELOR.

It is a wild, cold blustery night in January. The "thaw"
bas been a success, and for a few days past we have enjoyed
most mild and balmy weather. But the thermometer bas
fallen; the dark clouds, some bours ago, began to gather and
bang orinously over the earth; the wind commenced at tirst,
to moan solemnly, but, as nightfall approached, it bas burst
out into a gale and sweeps invisibly about like the fabled ge-nii of Eastern Romance; the snow begins to thicken the air,and is drifting about in gusts. A wild, old winter's night-
one on which children love to gather close to the home fire-
side, and cling tenderly to tbeir mother's side-on which the
poor realize that keen sense of danger, and apprehension of
possible suffering--on which the selfish man gathers bis skirts
about him, and boits the doors of bis house and the avenues
to bis heart-on which the true Christian la softened by that
earnest sympathy which more than anything illustrates what-
ever Godlike there la among men.

As usual, I am in my own quiet room. I have put down
the blinds, drawn the curtains closely, piled in the cheerful
coals, and am seated comfortably in my easy arrm-chair. I
hear the rude wind bowling without, but I fel not its rigid
blast ; I listen to the gusts of snow hailing furiously against
my windows, but it moves me not.

For fifteen long winters I have sat in this room. It has
changed little all this time-far less, indeed, than its solitary
occupant. He lhas quietly watched the thickening of these
gray bairs, and the expanding of these insidlous bald spots,
and, at moments, l powerless to repress the vague appreben-
sions which follow the discovery of these evidences of increas-
ing age. These moments ofgrim reflection will corne, and 'gad,
that is just the right kind of night for them i I have been
persecuted by my thoughts ail the evening, sud, bang it, I
am going to write them down. Perchance they mav see the
light, and give consolation for a moment to some other lonely
bachelors any way. I baye nothing better to do, and I am
going to amuse myself by miaking a clean breast of it, just for
my own satisfaction.

Let me see, when I was a respectable 1 mother's joy," and
before I left for College, I was really immensely fond of " the
girls," as we expressed it then. I was, in fact, distinguished
by a weakness in this direction, and well do I remember now
the joys, the hopes, the disappointments, the pleasures and
chagrins that I could trace in those old days, to the relation-
ship which I bore te various girls. Nearly ail of them now are
married, mothers, practical, matter-of-fact. trying to make
monev, and ail this sort of thing. And then, at leng-th, I went
away to College Gay old days those, replete with incidents,
richl in adventures, teeming with romance. Even the reverses
and petty sorrows of those days scem sacred in memory. They
deepen into a richer roseate a- life wears on, like the western
clouds when sunset approaches, But those swift years, though
always pleasant to think upon, and alwaiys recalling the sweet-
ness of departed joyý, with a tinge of the melancholy, a, ail
pleasant memories wear, have nopeculiar significance. Upon
the face of the record appears no one grand isolated thing,
which, like a haunting ghost. ever and anon rises up before
you like a troubled drearn. and which stares grimly at you
tbogh younshut your eyes ever su fat. Nothing like this.Some of the girls I knew so well then, and with whom manv
a pleasure was shared, have since died, and I only recall their
nemory with a gentle sigh, whicb, while full of sympathy, bas
not a grain of sorrow. Others are married,and aillinterest in
them. bas vanished as easilv as the " snowtlake on the river."
ail the survivors bave given place to new found friends. They
are only remembered in association with the dats when their
presence could give pleasure.

But who would have dreamed then that the I gay and dash-
ing" Harry Ashbrook, the gayest waltzer, the foremost in
summer picnics, the hero of moonlight walks, the pink of gal-
lantry, that he, of ail others, should now be a quiet, uncared-
for old bachelor, that he should be beyond the inf'ience of
woman's smiles and girlhood's innocent charms, while nearly
ail those who were then his contemporaries are respectable
married men and the fathers of respectable familles ? Such
is life and this is ouly the simple fact.

t is not ancommon to analyze the varions classes of our
people, and endeavour tr ;,scertain where they corne from.
We thus may find that similar results are not unfrequently ob-
tained frorm different causes. Thus in analyzing the inmates
of a lunatic asylum, we find that while ail are afflicted with a
similar malady, it can be traced to vastly different causes.
So with old bachelors, they ail eau assign separate and dis-
tiect reasons for their present conditin. Among our catalogue
of bachelors can be found those who bave, by nature, the
greatest. fondness for woman's tender graces. Indeed, as a
rmle, they are not surly, crusty, selfish old dags; but rather
those wbose early experiences bave been full if exciting love
episodes. Ah me 1 How strangely and unconsciously do we
ail drift into ur varions states ad conditions, only waking
up some day to find where we are, like that unthinking boat-
man, who lays down the oar, forsakes the rudder, and baska
uuconsciously mu the bottom o! bis boat i This lasa sort of
philosophical paragraph that dous ant properly belong to our
musings.

I have been thinking over to-night the various stops by
which my present position has been reached. I bave put to
myself the serions question: "IHow have I come to be a
bachelor, while ail the companions of early days are mnarried
and settled ? "Unfortunately for the romance of this reverie,
I bave experienced no cruel shock, which has chilled my
blood, frozen my heart, or plunged me lnto that strange and
terrible state, where thesightofa woman isasourceofanguish.
Neither am I one of those heavenly mortals who c .rry about
with them a sort of divine grief that they feel it a religious
duty to nurse, and which they consider it treason tA forget.
Nothig of this kind at ail. 1 am decidedly a commouplace,
practical specimen of a bachelor. But the long train of circum-
stances leading ta this result dues comn before me a, 1 muse
awhile on thia winter evening. Wbile I1was dashmg arouud
among the gentle sex in early life, I never had any settled
notions of life-never seriously contemplated matrimony.
Romance and sentiment were a sublime joke; a mere passing
whim ; a necessary diversion. As I grew to manhood, and
saw othera about me of my own age marryino, une by on,
I did bristle up a little, and resolved to make Isome kind of
au arrangement" iin the matter. But, firstly, tuere seemed to
be no particular opportunities presenting themsulves. I had
been accustomed to view ail these little ' iffairs of the beart"
as mere pleasantricd; and 1. failed to<liiscover anky person that

could make anything more thau a mornentary impression.
Once, and once only, it was otherwise. I did, at lengthl, meet
with a beautiful, carnest, pure-minded girl. She became every-
thing to me. She reduced ail my moonshiny notions of lif toI
realities. I began to be in carnest. I grew to make everyt
plan in life harmonize with au auticipated relationship withl
ber and ail my thoughtas and hopes became centred in er.f
Sie returned my regard. We wasted many happy hours
together, and formied our common plans. Then life serned a
sunshine indeed, and I set myself diligently t the real dutiesb
of life. I became practical, thouglit about hoses and bouse-F
rent-about how mruch a year it wouîld cost one to "lie,'
and how to get it. This went on for awbile, and everythinga
was as btautifil as a suimmer evening, luit il did not last;It t
was ail a dream Clara was not faise to me, but-but.-well,i
she did link her destinies with somubody else; got tired ofa
waiting for me, I suppose, and st.ized upon a golden oppor-1
tunity that chanced to present itself,It was a legitin:ate casep
for a novelist's wai1 on baesness, infidelity," &c., &c., but,I
as s matter of real life, ib was a mere everyday occurrence. It
seemed to couie about as naturally as possible. I felt a littie1
sore about it for awhile ; perbaps I may say that I repinied1
some. I rmemuiber of feeling that I had lost sornething that
could nevtr be replaced ; that a thouand hopes iad been ex-
tingiislie in a moment ; that a mtultitude of bright castiles
had come sprawling to the ground in an instant ; that a myriad
of anticiprtel jov had been destroyed, and that life was a
dreary, desolate Iank. But these zad tihoughts wore away as
life wore on. Meiory became more dimmed year by year,
till now ailltis seeins a ntere play, like an evening at a
theatre.

I made no further tiorts. I betook myself to mryself. I
engaged this room, and mrade it my bachelor's quarters. I go1
to the club occasionally, but less and less every year. I grow
more and m re fond o bing alone. This room is full of aso-f
ciations, and I draw myIf ui> to the stove these cold nights,
and when tir-dof reading I again light mny pipe, and, I teli you,i
there are worse things thau watching île bile smoke curling
up gracefully bef 're me. There is comfort in the weed. I
have no one to bother me-no harassing cares-no vexationsi
complications-no dislheartening inevitables. I am a good,e
quiet old fellow, and havn't an enemy on earth that I know of.

And so it must be to the end of the chapter ;,that is the1
one retiection that is unpleasant. I think, for a moment, of
my carly hope., my young dreamns. I see, in aIl of them, a
pleasat, sniling face; a soft and ever ready to smoothe thei
troubl- d brow, to minister its gentie gifts when sorrow or
afiliction came ; a sweet voice omnipotent to cheer: a pair of
soft eyes ail-powerfui to charnu ; a little foot btside the grate,
and two loving arms around my neck. This nowo can never b-.
And what is more mnaddening, if you allow yourself to dwel
upon the idea, than lost opportunities and buried hopes ? Ab,
well e it is ail over now. I wou't think about it. There is
many a poor fellow worse off than I am.

By the way, my fire is getting low. It's a terrible cold night
I must have some more coal. "James ! James 1"

What s the matter with you, Joel ?"
Eh ? Clara, eh? What's this-misa't morning, is it ?'
No. no. Joel. But you arc awfuill tunasy to-niglit. You

have been tossing and tumrnbling about as i uin a nightmare,
an- at last you comneud crying out so, that you nearly
frightened me to deati. Aren't you wiell ?'

0, by George, yes,! as right a a book : and 'gadl, Clara, I
aiu ,orry to wake.n up, ether I was having a terribi.e dreatm.
I thought I was an old bachelor, and the night was cold and
stormy. Queer, eh ?-vasn't it "

I una afraid that meeting at the Frcemao's has had sorne-
thing to du with it."

Nonsense, child. Don't be absurd ! ' Twas the wind-, dear.
Don't yun hear it? It is b.lowing a gale."

And I was right. "'Twas the wind, and nothing mor."
JoEt ?BIPare

GOOD OMENS.

To come suddeuly upon a couple o rnagpies, to pick up a pin
lying with bead towards you, to tind--or course without seeking
-a four-leaved lover, or a bit of old iron, rs matter for rejoie-
ing: if the iron take the shape of a rusty nail or an old horse-
shoue the men is so much the more fortunate. Absent minded
and careless dressera are likely to be oftten in luck's way. To
put on any garment wrong-sidec out, providd we are not neat
enough to spoil the charm, is an infalible prognostic that
something is about to happen which will profit the sloveu
greatly. Trouble will never cone near folkaswhose eysebrows
meet. Ladies witli overmuch down, gentlemen with over-
much hair upon their armn and handscarry about them
nature. own guarantee that they are born to ho rich sorne
day, as rich ai those hippy individuala whoso front teeth are
set wide apart. Steel belonging, such as keys and knives,
get rusty by instinct, spite of ail pains to keep the aclean
and bright, when some kind-hearted soul in laying up riches
for their owner's benefit. To find a spider upon on.,'s cuothes
lndicates some money is coming toa us. The appearance of a
white speck upon a finger-nail warns the owner of the finger a
gift ia on its way; and the sane pleasant notification il made
by the itching of the palm of the right band, but in that case
It is b!est to make assurance doubly sure, and rub the|said palm
against wood, then 4itl is sure tobe good." Il ia not pleasant
to stumble upstairs, but there la some censolation for sore
shin in knowing that a wedding will corne off in the house
cre tweive months have pasaed by, even if the stumbler han;
no hope of being a party concerned in the event. Should a
spinster or a bachelor be inadvertently placed between a
married pair at the dinner-table, he or she will taste th
aweets of connubial bliss before the year i ont. A maiden
who bas constant ililuck at the card-table will play the game
of lifte with greater success partnered with n good husban .
Happy will be the bride the sun shines on; and if a lien
cacklcs in iher new home as she crosses its thlreshold, sh will
be a happy motber as weil as a contented wif. The odd no.
tion pr-vails in some parts of France that when two narriages
take place at the sanme ime the bride who firet leaves the
church will have a boy for ier first child. Hail the firat
bearing of the cuckoo's voice witlr thankfulness if Uc salutes
you upon your right hand-then bis greting is an assurance
you will make your way in the wurld, and attain the higheat
obj et of your ambition ; and begrndge not a sip of good
liquor to the busy, curions, thirsty fly, dropping into your
glass, but welcome the intruder as heartily, if not as poeti-
cally, as Oldys lid-hi tbrings god uick lA tAe glass and the >
drinker too0

TUE WA YS OF GENIUS.

Ben Jonson, though he was the son of a bricklayer, made
himself a thoroughly good Latin and Greek scholar. le read
the best Latin books, and the commentarles which illustrated
thiem ; e wrote two plays on subjects taken from Roman his.
tory. Very striking subjects they werc. Th bero of one was
Catiline, who tried to overthrow the social order of the Re-
public; the hero of the other was Sejanus, who represcnts, by
his grandeur and his fall, the very character and spirit of the
Empire in the days vf Tiberius. In dealing with these sub-
ects, Ben Jonson had the belp of two of the reatest Roman
authors, both of themu possessing remarkable powers of narra-
tion, une of thlum a man of carnest character, subtle insiglit,
deep retlection. Though f»w imen in his day understood these
authors, and the governuent and circuistances of Roue,
better than Jonson, though he was a skilful and experienced
play-writer, most readers are glad wheu they have got Catiline
and Sejanus fairly done with. They do not fiud that they
have received any distinct impressions front thei of Roman
life; to learn wliat it was they muit go to the authors whom
lie bas copied. Shakespeare wrote three plays on Roman sui-
jects,-Coriolauns, Julius C;esar, Antony an Cleopatra. H
knuew very little of Latin, and the materiais be had to work
with were a tolerable translation of Livy's listory, and a ca-

pital une of Plutarch's Lives. With no aid but these, and his
knowledge of Warwickshire pesarnts, and London citizens, lie
has taught us mure of Rtoans-he bas made us more at hom,
in their city, and at their firesides, than the btest historians
who lived upon the soil are able to do. Jonson studied tbeir
books ; Shakespeare madefriend of thein. lie did just the
saine with our old Chronicles. li read of King John, of
Richard Il., of John ut (aunt, of larry of Lancaster, of lot.
spur, and Owen Glendower, of the good lumpilhrey of Gloster
and the dark Cardinal Beaufort, of Wolsey and of Catherine,
lie read of then, and they stood up before hin, real armed
men, or graceful sorrowing women. Iustead of being dead
letters they ail became living person ; not appearing in soli-
tary grandeur, but forming groups ; not each with a fied im.
miovable nature, but acted upon and educated by ail the cir.
cunstances of their times; not dwelling in an imaginarv
world, but warmed by the sun of Italy, or pincled by the ciii-
iy nights of Drnmark--.essentially men such as are tobe found
in ail countties and In ail ages, and therefore cxhibiting ail
the varieties of teluperanent and constitution which beloug
to each age, and ta each country.

Tiut Doxtstoy..-The Wakelell Cave uear ott.awa was vl,î
by the Governor-Generan and t or urririn, i Cm r-
hell, nt M011trestl, Mir. Iiarnilton, A. 1.). C., Li-nr. W~ard, i. r.

l tr -ýretiry t Sr astig- I ylé, and r . ir;t

The party had ai verv pleasant trIp, andit during the exploraion
the ldies entered neartily into> nil thi- excitem-eiint. andii hard.
shi pi of the occaslon.- Tm 1),ninion Uroard of Trad, i .b
iLts annuan la mI-eti t a t t0' lr ' twta th w. eek.

Gnsa-r I r.t-Tnç omîia lisit ofthe new liini-try a
fohows: Fir.t Lord r the Treaoury, lienjamin iI).eti;,Chai .
cellor or the ixcner, sitr tirbni Nortcuot-; Firt Lrd of
the Mdmiraity, tGorge Ward itunt ; 'Seeretary or s4tate' f mntw

ilote >epartmen, Richarl .Umlshetoncrrms ; sec'retary o si
for the Foreign i)epartinent,. Earl t)erby; s+cretary orSt.ato fr
the 'otuial I Departmuenrt, Earl Carnarvon; Secretary ut i:r'.e
for \V.r, GabtUornie Ft.arJy ; secretary of state for India, Marque
or saltsbbiry ; Lomltgh Chanerilor, L.rd Cairs ; Lord Privy
Seal, Earl Malimesbtry ; Lord i'resident of the Councilr, Duk, or
RIchmond; Potmaster-General, Lord John Manners. Th-
Inîdiai Governinenît states tha It has now surticient grain to.
meet any demand fron the dil.trem'ed districts.- The Pa
XauIt (ueue .'y. he Brith oramce tok po.ssion or Cofr-am

ori the 29th Janouarry, and will commene itheir return iarch in
the 2înd February.-I)r. lieke, the great English Traveiler,
reports that he has fouid the true Mount Sinal, which Is at a,
altitude or 5,003 feet above the level of the -ea Dr. 1a,-
liutr, Memuber for Limieriek to the new Parilarnent, in addre.iing
a meetiig o the Haine Rule Assocation at Dblin, saitdthere
would be -383 upporter or the movenient li the Parliarnent, and
expressed hs opinion thiat Disrae l's eovernment would not last
beyond three sessions.- Privatead vices froni London contirni
the staitement that three regimetst or British troops are under
orders for Canada.-The Time sys that tihe country uist
not be suirprised to seeMr. Gladstone decli the guildance or iis
party, ani retire fmi, public life.---Tle election returns
being now compieted, the House of Comminons stands as fol:ows:
Con,.ervatives, 341; Liberate and Home ttnter,, 302.--Rerv.
Mr. Mourat, EnglishMtissionary ta Souîth Atrica, .ioubts the cor-
rectness of the reports concerning Dr. iviigstoies death. The
FOmelgîr 11OrnlikewilsOeUntrt4ilr," s0ue riombt.

Fo rIt ST 1-rA oT.- rcdlmn e r y t rusty- l about t to be atrra g.d
betweeni the Sandwich Islands and the United îstes.,
Forged %Vestern Union Telegrapli Bonds t the extent ut $100,000
bave been placed1 on the London market.- A petltlon,bign'.t
by over,350 o tihe largest steel consners lu the United -taics,
lias been forwardedt t Congres-.the obj!ct or wbich is a reduced
and peclefc duty on ste-. A Pittsbirgli despatch says pro-
ducers and renners have formed a ring l raise tihe priee oc
petroieum.- -A Brooklyn jury lias awardei a boy ,000
dîamage. tor Injuries by a horme-car through the driver' iiegil-
gence.-,riree thousand women of New York clity lave
offered their services toathe conductorsof the Union Teipranc
l'rayer Meeting against the liquor trar..-The lading
manuiracturers o fBaltimore ianve meinaiized the sertiry
or the Treieaury, protesting agalint the eight hioir laîw wiclh che
has lait before the Hanse.

FnA a cç-The lNi.de Jiroglu hie issued ail order to l'reects
o watch citizeis who lenve for ChIlmehurst tu do homage to
the Prince Imperîat on his attaiing Uis najority.

Itins*t-At, a uiner at St. iletersburg,/given by the Czar to
hi4 Itoyal gucets, he, s0ai tihe Quieen of England, the Ener*mors
of Germanny and Austria, and bhrnsl, wuld preserve' the peace
of tirworld.

Cuna-Dspîatce. fromt the lint.rlor of the island say that
muany Cubans have left the towns and ctlles totu join the patriot
ranks rahller tha bl atibmit ta the Captau-(Icura's récent pro-
clainat ion. - Advice fron Havana state that a balttle was
fought betwei Ueneral Boscomes anîd the lu8irget.s niIder
lnia, near NaranJo.. Te enigageumenit ia.sted cseven hours, and
reulted inlu the defent ut the 1usiUrgenits. Itports frot
Havain gi-ve the instargents rl vIctory over a iSpanish uoluinn of
1,200 men, their losslu killed aud wounded being ribout 600.

J1 &PA N.--'olitica' diturbianîcea are iniinuent in Japai, and
civil war ls said ta bc a likely occurrence.

SPAi .- General Morioues, luding tie Cariist forues rounird
Bilboa stroiger than hie aitlclpated, ha retired, and lllltloet liah

efint, a deputaton ta the btesegers to ngottate (or a capitulatioil
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