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CALENDAR rOR] Yk WEEK ENDING SATURDAY,
MARCH v, 1873,

Sonpay,  March 23— Fourth Nunday n Lenz.  Aug. F. _P:ard. von
Kotzebue, Gerinan writer. borun, 161: died,
1819, Auther of *The Stranger,” * Pisarre,”

and other dramas.

2 —~Thorvaldsen died, 1844,

23,~Fr. von_Hanlenberz * Novalis,” Goermnan writer,
born 1772: died 18010 Anthor of  Hywus to
the Night.” = Diseivios at 8ais.” sto.

2. —~8ir Joh» Vaubrexia, Architaer and Dramatist,
born. 1672 died, 1T Architest of Rlonheim
Castley suthor of ~ The Provoked Wife," ete.

—~Cominanists in possessivn of Paris, 1571,

War declaved with Ruassing 183

"—’mv. John knlm died, 1368, Author of ** The
Christian Yenr.™

INTAV, b

BERVS "

WaNEIDAY,

Tnoksoay,
Fuaroar, “
Datliavay,

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Tite nestizence of sotne sabsecibars 10 pay arrears and current

Aacrettils peecssitates the adopilon of severe measures. We

Loava pliced i oar lawyers uveds o large number of overdae

ISR SARATN

Taose for the ciuarrent year, if unpaid by 1st April,

wili shure the same fate, and all anpaid naomes will on that

date be struck of the lisic We trust that our subscribers will

Dnabvurboestagd oar action in thy matter,  We have waited

Uit a0 ouar case patience has coased to be a virtue, und
W ase ow eompeltlod w ase stringent measures,

Cavaviay ILLusTRaTED NEws Orrics, 1
Muatreal, March 22ad, 1373, )

'1'0 (0 l{ thl’()\'l)l:.\"l‘\.

Letters an business matters should be addressed to the Buai-
ness Moanager,

Communications iutended for the Editor showld be addressed
o The Editor of the Cunadian Iltustrated News, aud muarked
T N

el eontrihutions are not retarned unless

2 stamps for
viurn postage bave been forwanded.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRA"r D I\tWS

MHONTREAL, SATURDAY, YARCIH 22, 1813,

It is to be hoped that the recent disastrous fire in the city
will have the offect of awakening discussion as to the best
means of saving Luman life during conflagrations. In the
case ot the 3t Jumes Hotel, two lives have been sacrificed
owing ta the insuftivient cquipment of the oity fire-brigade,
Hud the disaster occurred in summer when the city is thronged
by tonrists and all the local accommodation is occupic?, the
tors of Life would infailibly have been somethiog frightful to
centamplate.  In another ¢olumn we yave given a description
of the hoart-rending scenes which occurred on Tuesday morn-
ing—seones which drew the tears froin the eyes of strong men
witnessing theu; and on var frunt page our artist has depicted
wits of tle most distressing episodes of that fearful morniug.
Tu- fire, it will be siwen by referring o the report, almost
i.. edintely ofter breaking out attacked the stairease leading
frota the fonrth to the tith dat, and thas cut off the eseape of
e unfotiduate l-xlu,’n above,

Sume of these were after a
uoble display of devoiion by the fremen rescued in safety,
otaers fared worse. One gentlewan let himself down from
his window by a rope of sheets hastily knotted together. The
repe broki as he was in the act of descendiog, and he fell on
the stoue pavement bulow o be picked up a mass of bruised
flosh and broken bones,  Another threw himself from his
window with i reeult that may be better imagined than de-
servibed, and a thind ckunbered from window to window only
ti siip at fustarad full senseless aud biceding at the feet of the
bystanders.  On anothor side of the building a wornau, clad
uily it her night-cluthes, hung with mangled bleeding
fincers trom the icy ledge of a ffth story window, with ber
fret resling un a prejecting meuldiog an ioch io depth.  For
twenty minutes did this poor creatars, nerved UV the inten-
sity of despair, bany in mid-air, chuging to the shattered
windowesashy tor dear life and shiricking for help where there
Wiy 2 Tuis is the account a cuntemporary gives :
* Lhe remen have no means of reaching her, but by some
;mrmuu laaders, and putting up vne it is found w be only
tsbiort,  An imwense maltitude of shining eyes are
vitned upwards to the black formn, and as the ladder falls
"t carius loud and deep are heapul ot somebody’s head.”
Fincily the pour gitl is rescued by two heroic men.

(¢l inea a fact that in thi= city of Montreal, the largest
I

& lalaer,

10

b

aned zst f1 British North Americn, we have

Lor saving bife et fires

ru appliances
We are mined for gue lofty buildings,
af wuich we are so justly proud; and we are disgraced by the
tact that we suut up our fellow-creatures in these cotbustibie
piis withont wéing any measures for providing for their
ralrty in ke caee of o couflagration.” The cuse of poor Hil-
uttely, vow Iving dead in the General Hospital—for whose
denth those who ate cotrusted with the safety of the citizen
are reeponsible—laight to-morrow be the case of any resident

v

o Moutreal whe happens to live in a large bLuilding like
the St James.  1s it any wonder that at the sight of the poor

girtswingine in mid-aic ¢ curses loud and deep wore heaped
on somsbody’s bead ¥ L8 b say wonder that inwuse indig-

nation is expressed throughout the city ; thut a general foel-
ing bns been manifested in favour of muking somebody re-
sponsible for the loss of lifo on Tuesday, and that the citizens
are determined to put up with this state of things no longer?
Itis duly a source of wonder to us that things huve been al-
lowed to go on as theyare so long, and we sincerely trust that
the popular agitation will have the effect of bringing home to
the proper quarter the sad occurrences of Tuusday lust.

"Phe fire at the St. James has had the effect-of bringing out
one very valuable suggestion for a life-suving spparatus,
which we trust will be duly acted apon, The author is a
well-known citisen of Montreal, and a fireman of great ex-
perience.  ‘The method he proposes possesses the merit of
extreme simplicity, and will no doubt be ndepted with ala-
crity—at all events natil our Corporation think fit to provide
us with life-escapes and fire-ladders.  We quote at length
from the (Fuzede :—

# 1xt. To have rope-ladders in every bed-room.  This could
be done by bolting » roller to the floor, the rope-ladder to be
the exact length of the distance from the window to the street,
with a round ball of sufficicnt weight attached to propel it
down and prevent it from swinging to and fro in the wind.

o aud. The usual sofus, that are in almost every bed-room,
could be arrsoged 5o as to bide it when not required 5 that the
waiter conducting parties to their roems should point gut and
explain the simple manner of working it; aiso, that instrue-
tions be printed on the usual notices that are posted up in the
roomns.

4 3cd. The cost of ftting up these ladders would amount to
a paltry sum, and [ sm conviuced that parties occupying roows
ina crowded hotel, with its complivated  passages and wind-
ing stairs, would be willing to be taxed a small sum for the
maintenance of the same,

s 4th. I am also cenvinced that they would materially aid
the Fire Brigade in the execution of thetr duty. Picture to
yvourself, Mr, Editor, the shouts of joy that would have burst
from the firetnen and the hundreds of spectators, who lined
the streets, had they seen even two or three rope ladders dang-
ling from the fourth and fifth storeys of the St James Hotel
on the morning of the I1sth; how nimbly would our tiremen
Luve run up the ladders, viciug with one another who would
be first, aud the heart-rending scenes that were witnessed
would have been avoided,

o 5th. These ladders would be of still greater use in rooms
where there are women and belpless children, A fireman
could mount the ladder with a rope and wide belt attached to
his body, strap the belt under their armpits and lower them
down. He could also, if the state of the Luilding peraitted,
haul up the huse, muake it fast to the roller on the floor, and
keep the fire in check. and he would be more likely to perionm
his duty well, knowing that,in cuse of danger, he hus nn visy
means of escape.

# This not only applies to botels, but should be adopted by
the tenants of every large building or tenement.”

Tre result of the defeat of the Giadstone Ministry is, so far
as bas yet teen learut, undecided. There can be very little
doubt, however, as to the course matters will ultimately tare,
lt.is pretty evident, from what we can tearn from the meagre
news received by cable, that the return of the defeated Min-
istry to power is assured, though it sppears inure than doubt-
ful whether it will remain under its ohd leadership.
despatches announce that Mr, Gladstons cntertaius serious
thoughts of withdrawing from public life, sud that n scrateh
Ministry will be formed with Earl Grapville at its head, and
Mr. Cardwell a8 Chancellor of the Exchequer. That Mr.
Gladstone's retirciaent would prove a serious loss to the
country will be universally admitted. Notwithstanding the
many unpopular wmedsures with which his uame hus been as-
sociated—mieusures, many of thewm, which bave had the effect
of estranging some of his adherents—it cannot be denied th-t

Heceut

his term of office hias been marked by much improvement aod
much carcful admimstration, for which the Liberal leader de-
serves the gratitude of all his countrymen, independently of
party, vulour orereed. Furthermore, sole men wre not so nu-
merous in the Tinperial Honse of Commons that the
can aittord to dispense with the services of menof such

nation
ealiprs
as his, Shyuid bz, therefore, decide upon retiting into private
life, he will be fablowed by the regrets of thousaods of all
ehades of party feeliug, who have respected him a3 a man of
the highest intelleetual order and looked up to him as s giant
in the political arcon. What the fate will be of a Liberal
Ministry under the guidanee of Lord Granville it is difficult
to say. The abseuce of the ‘late Premier from the Cabinet
will be a loss of prestige quite as. much as a loss ol ability,
and we cannot but suppose that this will hinve n marked effvct
upon the measure 07 its snccess, ‘True, the Liberals have, for
the mormeut, but little to fear from ‘their opponcents, who are
in by far too small a minority to attempt to lead the House.
Mr. Disragli’s nawillingness to accept the responsibility of
forming & Ministry was hardly needed to establish this.  But,
on theother hund, should Lord Granville undertake to form a
scratch Cabinet L.;r present purposes of legislation and then
make an appeal 8o the country, there is 0 chance—and some-
thing more than » mere chance; we are inclined to helieve——
that the Couservatives might achieve & victory,  As matters
stand At presunt, however, the Liberals have their fute protty
much”in their. own hands; and could - Mr. Gladstone be in-
duced o relingnish his intention of quitting punlic life, there
is every prospect of their ‘remaining in power for somo time
to come.  Bhould this 8o huppen the recent defent will have a
most salutary effect in acting as a check upon the motions of
the Government, . It proves that the days of political subser-
vieucy, iz 'so far-as the British “Housv of Comuons is con-

. grave.

cerned, are goue by ; that blind attachment toa party isa
thing of the past; snd that the Ministor who will remain in
power must study the wulfare and the interests of the country
at lurge without depending too much upon his adherunts for
carrying him through.

@;I..u'tx.“ i Gnvr v,

Al Comumunications intended for this Column must be aqd.
dressed o the Ialitor, und endorsed ©* Neles and Queries.”

St FiLLan's Quuerici.—8ie, St Fddlan’s Quigrichis u positive
fact, as the writer had it in his hands and examined it curefal.
ly during the late el of Elgin's visit to Sarnix, after the
burning of the Parliwment Buildings in Montreal. it is o
benutiful picce of autique workmauship and belongs or dig
belony to an ancient Highland Scoteh fumily by the uame o
Dewar, who live in the township of Plympton, in the county
of I.mnbton vutario, and who have, or had, also in their
possession numcmic n.uml.s of its p.:cumm.-uuns.

I | aistake not, the Hon. Maleoln Cameron, who koows
the family well, was deputed by the Dewars to dispose of it
to the Barl of Elgin as a descendaut of Braco, His reasons for
refusing the possvssion of sucha relic, I can not say,  Hon,
Malcolm Cameron may perhaps remeinber s his memory iy
good.

If it has fallen into possession of his Grace Al"('hlllhhop
Lyuch of Toron to, whose family and himself the writer knew
in his younuer days, I am satistied it would not be in kig
bands without certaiuty of its being genuine.

Sarma, Ont. T, W_.I.

The Hon, Mr. Yidal says on the sawme gubject :—* This in.
teresting relic was in my custody for u few months, maay
yearsugo (15 1 think), but since that time 1 have neither seen
nor heard of it, it was returned to the owner. Alex. Dowar,
jr., a farmwer in the township of Plyinpton (hisaddress [think
1 ¢ Wanstead PL Q) Ontario,”) std [ believe he still basit,
You will find a good picture of it and & full seeount of ja
history and the high reputation it once enjoyed, in volume
Nu. 4 of the % Canadian Journal of Industey, Scrence sod Art”
published in Foronto, the November number, page 429, for
tue year 1339

SCoperaera” or ¢ Korsksieos —The Colugne Guzere, re.
ferring to the dispute between the Germans and the Poles as
to the pationslity of Copernicus, says that e slways spelt his
name with a ¢, smd that this is a proof of his German origing as
in Polish his name is spelt with a k. We should rather bave
thousght says the Palf Mall Guzete, that the juference for o
man’s spelling his name with a ¢ before an g or o wonld b
that he was not & Germag, for most German naues bewrin with
u k wheno those vowels fullow ; eg. Kaulbach, Kopp, Kardort,
Kolb, Kotler, Kunt, Korner.  Bat the real reasou why Coper.
picus spelt his names with a ¢ was that, like all Polish
scientitic men of thut time, he wrote in Latin, € with the
sound of & is no wore & Germau letter than it is s Polish o
it is uded in the German language, no doubt, but only
words derived from the Latin tongue, s in candidat, cantog,
capacitat, capitan, copist.  We doubt whether there i a
single really Gurtnan wond (Le. not derived from sowe other
fangunage) that begias with e or co.

Tieg Vaigo Propust or Kuorassay.—Itmay be of interest to
readers of ¥ Lalla Rookb” to learn that the followers of
Mokanna, the Veiled Prophet, undeccived by the defeat and
the terrible end of their leader, still sccretly existoed as late
as A, D, 1123—nearly four huadeed years after the death of
the impostor.  Au intervsting arcount aof the history of
Mokanua is given in o revently published work by Armm.m
Vambéry, umm,d *Chie } lu,r.un of Buktiara”

S1z8 OF ANCIENT axD MooeaN MEN. — A correspondent writes
ws fuilows to the Editor of Land and Waer: Sir—"lue hicroes

of subtquity, evateemed gollike in their attributes, wees Latar-
ally represcoted as being also godlike in stature. No poets
sy of them, so seulptors gave them form in marble, iy

the tradition of the wntigque magniticence
muy attained, was banded down from the remote centuries
aud was accepted withont question  But the notion thus nes
counted Jor is ruined and wholly dispelled—as far st least as
bistoric times, with which alone we have o do, are coneerued
—by facts recently ascertained.  In every exhibition of arms
and armour thrown open to the observer, from the Tower of
London to that collection exbibited in Somerset House by the
Society of Antiquaries, und which has just been closed, nbun-
dant evidenes is afforded that the men of the earliest times
were staaller inlimb and rhorter in stature than the menof the
prescntday, The socicnt British and Roman Arms exhibited
inSomerset House could have been effective:y wiclded only by
a smadler race of men than that of our time,  The handles of
the swords and diggters wers oo staall to atford o tirm grasp
s the hand of a madern Englishman, and 2ven few womea's
hands would have fitted in between the guard and the extreme
end of the hilt, 1o armour, ngain, it is a rewarkablo face that
none but the smatlest and slimmest men smongst us could
squeere ourselves into the corselets worn by such herovs as
#fluttered the Volscians” at Cressy aod Poletivrs,  Darnley's
cuirass nt Holyrood Palnce cannot be kot outside of w man of
tive feet cight aud of proportionate build,  Wallace's sword,
a huge iron contrivance which few of us conld swing, and
which it 1s. vertain the hero of Scotland never wiclded, has
been foumd Lo te o more genuine than the poker still shown
as Builie Nicol Jarvie's st the Clachan of Aberfoyle, and has
been withdeswn from exhibition at Durabarton (.unths; und
the armour of the Black Privee is too small far an average
guardsman. It secins, then, that Bugiaud, instead of produe-
ing a mece inferior to that which Hourisued in the early heeoic
times, now breeds men of clearly grauder and  more athietic
frume that she has hitherto done,  In the light of this fact we
must revise our early historic impressions,  Richani Caur do
Lion, the Prince of Crusaders, and the fear of Saladin, we mist
now be compelled o regard nn after all only n light wentht

Edwnrd the First, that Long»lmnku who was the * Hammer of
the Scottish nduun,“ a8 being constderably short of the staun-
dard of our own Horse Guards, and the famous and splencdid
Black Princi: a4 a hero ofnmnlw more skill and energy, but
of very ordivary furm, and with a constitution so delicate thit
after A-fuw years' campaigsing in France, and n disastrous
raid jnto hpmn (where he sullered severoly from the hent), be
pined. and fadiad and dropped into-an mnrl) and prumm.uru
50 wuch for medimval glants,

of form to whici




