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Family Circle.
A MOTHER’S ENCOURAGEMENT.

You may denve much encouragement from
the fact, that thousands of Christian mothers
have tried the faithfulness of God to his pramse
and have the happiness of witnessing the suc
cess of their labors v the connsxion of their off
spring  'The history of the Chereli of Gad 13
full of instances in point Lt us look al one
or two. T'he case of Augnstine, oue ol “the
fathers” of the Chnstian Chureh, is a striking
one. He was one of the brightest arnninents
of Christianity in the latter part of the fonrtl,
and the begming of the fitth century: But
up to s twenty eight year he lived in sin —
From his remarkable ¢ Confessions,” written
Ly himself after his conversion, we leato that
hio broke foose {rom every restraint, and gave
himself, up to “work all uncleanvess with gree-
diness.” He had, however a pious mother;
and amidst all his wanderings, her tears ard
prayers came up for a memorial before God
At length her ery was heard, and the answer
came. From her son's own lips she one day
received the glad tidings of his conversion to
God,and the voice of lamenlation was changed
into the song of praise Not lang after, as
thoy were journeying together, she syid, « My
son, what have I to do here any longer?  The
only thing for which I wished to live was your
conversion, and that the Liord has now granted
me in an abundant manner”  Five days after
she was seized with a fever, which, in a few
days more walted her spirit into that bhssfl
region where all tears are for ever wiped
away. Aad the son, for whom she had shed
so many tears, anid breathed so many prayers,
lived to” be the adwiration of his age, and the
seans of the conversion of thousands of lus
fellow-men,

That eminent servant of Christ, John New-
ton, was the son of a praying mother, Even
at the worst period of his life, profane and dis
solute ag he was, the influence of the pious
counsels which he received in childl-god, was
never obliterated. Fle has himself left it on
record, that in the idst of the most daring
wickedness, the remembrance of his mother's
prayers haunted himn continually ; and that at
titnes these itnpressions were so vivid, that “he
could alinost feel his mother’s soft hand rest.
ing on his head, as when she used to koeel be-
side him in early boyhood, and plead for God's
blessing on his'soul.” There is no reason to
doubt that these unpressions, recvived 1n child-
hood, and retaining their hold of the spint iv
after lile, were among the principal menns by
which he was arrested in hus career of sin, anu
made a zealous and successful propagator of
that gospel which he hud so long despisad.

The pious Dr Doddridge, whose * Rise and
Progress of Religion in the Soul” is sud to
have been instrumental in the conversion of
some thousands, was deeply impressed with
a sense of Divine things long before he could
read, by means of some Scripture prints on
the Dutch tiles of the chitmney, which were
cmployed by a pious mother for the purpose of
directing his attention to the important truths
8¢ religion.

A great and good man said, a little before his
death, 4 1 think I should have been an iu-
fidel, had not my wmother taught e, when a
child, to kneel by my bed and say, * Our Fath-
er who art in heaven.?

Richard Cecil says of himself, “ 1 had a pious
mother, who dropped things in my way, I
could never rid myself of them. 1 hiked to be
an 1afidel in company rather than when alone,
I could not divest myself of my better principles.
My nother would talk to me, and weep as she
laﬁ(ad. L flung out of the heuse with an oath,
but I wept too when [ got nto the street,”—
This child of many prayers and admonitions
became a burning and a shining lightn the
Church of God.

A fathful and zealous minister of Christ
gives the following account of himself in
writing to a friend :—“ As to my labors, toa
spectutor I may arpear to do much ; to mysell,
it appears scarcely anything, Ah! sir, you
know but little of my obligations to almigh'y
grace and redeeming love. { look back wit
dismay and horror to the titne when 1 led the
van in wickedness. Regardiess of the prayers
an tears, and groans of a pious 1other, I
Tushed upon the thick bosses of God's buckler.
& * * Fven now.ny heart bleeds at the
thought of the nights, when mad with -
toxication, I have returned to my tender mo-
ther, between two and three o’clock, burst open
the window, poured out a torrent of abuse, and
sunk upon the bed & monster of niquity, Next
morning I have been aroused by a mourntul
voice, smothered with heavy sobs and tears.
I have listened, and, to my inexpressible asto.
nishment, found it was my mother pouring out
her soul in this language: ¢*O Lord ! Oh, mer-
cy, mercy, mercy upon my poor child l—
Lord 1 will not cannot give him up; he is
still my cbild. Surely he is not yet out of the
reach of mercy. O Lord, bear, hear, I beseech
thee, & mother’s prayers ! Spare, oh spare, for
Chriat's sake, the son of her old age ! O Absa-
loto, my son! O Absalom, my son, my son!’
Yea! precious mother, thy prayers.are now an.
swered,and thy child, thy worthless, guilty child
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still liven'a “monument of boundless grace and-

yprebensible mercy.! | .
But'why should { multiply examples ? Time

‘and we must talk to her before bed-time.’

would fail me wera I to atlempl to set before
you the tithe of what is on _record to prove the
faithiulness of the Hearer of the mother's pruy
or. Let one fact more suflice 1t is one whieh
speaks volwmes in provt ol vur positn  An
inquiry was mstituted in the Uwied Srates i
15 theologienl semmavics, belaign, g to three
diflerent denvminativns of Christians, by whih
i wius ascertained. that of 507 studerts who
were being educated for the mimstry, no fewer
than 428 wore chiddren of praying mothers

Chnstiao mwothers | beolgoad coiarage ' Yo
are strrounded with a great doud of witniesaes
—wiinesses to the faithfulness of Gad's Jromus
—witnesses 0 the power of belies iy prayer—
witnesses to the efliiacy of svuu ! ligras i
strueton,  Go forward v yuor work wich holy
cofidence.  Great and many, indecld, cre yom
difficutiies, but greater is He that is 'or you than
all that caw be against you  *Trast yre i the
Lord fur ever, for with the Tard Tobovah s
everlasting strength.”  * [n due time you shall
reap if you lani pot.”

May thie Lord grant you grace to be faithful,
and may you at last have the unspeakable hap
piness of entening, along with all who have been

committed to your cae, into “the heavenly ho |

ly place,” theie to celabrate for ever the prase
of redecining love, and w serve God day and
uight without ceasing.

INFLUENCE OF A CLEAN IIOUSE,

A neat, clean (reshhaired, sweet, cheerful,
well-arranged, and wdlsituated house, exer
cises a moral as well as a physical nfluence
over 1ts inmates, and makes the members ol
the family peaceable and vonsiderate of the feel
ings and happiness of each other ; the connexion
15 obvious between the staie of mind thus pro-
duced, ard habitsofrespect for each othier and
for thost: lngher duties and vbhgarins which no
laws can enforce.  On the contrary, a filthy,
qualid, noxious dwelling, rendered still more
wretched by its nosome s:t+, and in which none
of the decencies of life can be obtained, contri
botes to make its unfcrtanate inhabitants sel
fish, sensual, and regardless of the feelings of
anch other; the constant mdulgence of such
passions render them reckless and brutal | and
the transition is natural 1o propensities and
habits incompatible with a respect for the pro
perty of others, or for the laws.— Com Schoo’
Journal.

THE PRIDE OF A YOUNG LADY REPROVED

Pride, hateful to God, and ruinous to man.
kind, is one of the foulest and wnst unseemly
viceg of our rave, Its indulgence converted an-
aelg into devils, and has made earth and hell
wail with sorrow for nearly six thousand years
It besets and ruins persons of ull ranks and
ages; but as the young are especially its vie.
tims, we submit to their perusal the following
incident.

“Some years ago, a young lady who was
going into a northern county, took a seat in a
stage conch.  For many miles she rode along ;
but there was enough to amuse her in the sce-
nery through which she pasc 4, and in the pleas-
ing anticipations that occupied her mind.  She
hnd heen engaged as governess for the arand.
children of an earl, and was now travelling to
his seat. At midday, the coach stopped at an
inn, at which dinner was provided, and she
alighted and sat down at thetable. An ebler-
ly man lollowed, and sat down also. 'The
voung lady arose, rang the bell, and address-
ing the waiter, said, ¢ Here is an outside pas.
senger.) The' stranger howed, saving, *1 beg
your pardon, madam: I can go into another
room,” and immediately he retired. Thecoach
saon afterwards resumned its course, and the pas-
sengers their places.

% At length the coach stopped at tho gate
leading to the castle to which the vouug lady
was going ; but there was ot such prompt
attention as she expected.  All eyes seemed di-
rected to the outside passenger, who was pre.
paring to uiemount, She beckoned, and was
nnswered, ¢As soon as we have attended to
his lordship, we will come to vou.’ A few
words of explanation ensued, and, to her dis-
may, she found that the outside passenger, with
whom she had proudly refused to dine, was nat
onlv a nobleman, but that very nobleman in
whose family she hoped to be an nmate.—
What could she do? How could she bear the
interview? She felt reallv ill, and the apology
she sent for her non-appearing at the castle was
more than pretence,

#The venerable peer was a considerate man,
and one who knew the way in which the Scrip.
ture often speaks of the goine down of the sun.
¢We must not allow the night to pass thus.’
said he to the enuntess ! ‘yon must send for her,
He
reasoned with the foolish girl respecting her
conduct, insisted on the impropriety of the siate
of mind that it evinced, assured her-that noth-
ing could induce him to aliow his children to he
taucht such notions, refused to aceept anv apolo-
gy that did not go the length of acknowleaging
that the thought was wrone: and when the
right impression appeared to be produced, he
gave her his nand.”

If pride thus indulged-against an earthly peer
can produca such puin as this poor deluded
would-be.some-body had to sustain, who can
bear-the thought of being accused of pride at
the:bar of “the 'Kixof kings 2 Proud youth,
Toatke.-thyself befor -thy Maker; and-delay not
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o crave of him genuine Aumility ; and i 1t be
thy honor to obtain this boon, ever afterwards
wear it ng a garment,—J.

Geographic and Historic
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SULIH AFRICAN SKE O,
From Bunbury's Residence at e Capr of Gou t Llope,
THE BUTCH AT THE CAPE

The Cape Dateh in greerad hvwe a strone
halike 1o the Enclish, yet 1 toum] them toler
ibly eivili even on my poaraey back from the
fromtier, when T wos nol in company with the
Ciuvernor - They will vot, how ver, pat them-
selves out of their way for auyboly ;) snthat 2
travedler muost conlirm to their habits and hiours
and at whatever time he arives at o house e
mast wait tur fodd oll th- eustomary menl me
fihe family  Coffe indend, is always rendy,
il a cup of 1t is uffered o the stranger on s
ariival, but they have nn nation of inaking any
other preporation lor himy; nor, perhaps, would
it be reasonuble to expeet this.  They eat two
plentfuf and substantial neals of ammal food
m the cour-» cf the day ; one about nonn, the
other at seven or eignt o'clock in the evening
They offor you roflee or tew agnin in the mor
ing before you start, bt seldom anything else
as they are not in the habit of cating breaklast

‘I'he national chararter of the Dutch appears
ta have been greatly modified in this colony by
he abundance of the means of subsistence, the
scanty wmtercourse with strangers, and the sys-
tein of slavery.  The Cape farmers have neith.
er the cleanhness, the industry, nor the love of
money, which are said to be characteristic nf
the Hollanders in their own conntry. * % * #

As o *herr physical characteristies, the Boer
appeared to e, 1n those distriets throngh which
we teavelled, to be in general a tall and large
tnbed race of men ; but often with something
heavy and ungainly in their movements, as 1f
their joints were not compactly knit I have
heard the siune thing remarked of the inhab.
tants of North Holland. In the distriet of
(George, more especially, I was much strnek
with the almost migantic stature of many of the
young men.

s
SOUTII AFRICAN VEGETATION

We travelled from Untenhage North-eastward
to Addo Dnft on the Sunday river, tweaty-five
mies over a hilly country, covered for the most
part with low but thick “bush ;” the soil a hard
efay. ‘Though the general appearance of this
kind of country is in some degrer monotonous,
y tits rich and singular vegetation is very at.
.rictive to the eye of a naturaliet,  ‘T'he strange,
suffi gaunt forms of the leafless enphorbias.
which suggest the iden of soine monstrous ln.
dian idols; the aloes, with their spear-like lreaves
and their scarlet spikes; the pale green fohage
of the spekboom (Portutacaria Afra), which is
snid to be the favorite foud of the elephant ; the
rrassulas, covered with tniik-white blossoms ;
the cotyledon, with its blush leaves and bright
red flowers ; the scarlet geraniums peeping from
amidst the other shrubs,—altogether form a
combination extiemely interesting to a botuni.
cal eye, and which must strike every traveller
of ordinary habits of observation by its dissimi-
tarity to anytling that is to be seen in other
countries. T'here cannot, indeed, be a vegeta.
tion more peculiar or ot a more marked charac
ter,

CAPE TOWN,

Cupe Town is about equal in population to
Yarmouth i Norfolk ; but, being luss closely
built, probably covers ore ground. The wain
streets are broad and regular, crossing one an-
other at right angles; but they are unpaved,
aud cunsequently ut this season excessively dus.
ty ; many of them are shaded by rows of oak
trees , and a canal, at present nearly dry, runs
down the whole lenath of the principal street,
which is called the Heergracht. ‘I'here are no
regular foot pavements ; but i front of most ot
ihe houses are brick terraces, more or less raised
above the level of the steeet ; this terrace is cal
led the Sioep, and forms the usual evening
lounging-place of the inhabitants, ‘T'he houses
are rather low, always flat roofed, either wlhite
washed or painted, with glass windows of nu
merous small panes.

"I'he mixture of English and foreign in all that
eets the eye is one of the striking things in
town . a great proportion of the names over the
shop doors are Eaglish ; most of the advertise.
ments, names of trades, and the like, are in our
owa lauguage, and one meets English faces at
every turn : all this makes an odd contrast with
the foreign look of the town, and the motley
mixture of various nations and.colors which in.
habit it—Dutch, Malays, Negrues. Hottentots,
and intermediate breeds of every shade of color,

All heavy goods, such as wine, timber, &e,
are conveyed in long low waggons, drawa by
as many as twelve, fourteen, or even more oxen,
and driven by a Hottentot, with an immensely
long bamboo whip. These waggons are amoag
the most singular ubjects to the eyc of a stranger.
‘Those which carry lighter goods are drawn by
horses, and driven often at a smart pace.

Cape Town is defended by a castle of talera-
ble strength, ang some lesser forts. It is ex-

osed 1o great heat in consegence of ite situation,
acing the noon-duy sun, and immediately back-
ed by naked gountains. But the graatest in-
convenience at this season is occasiohed by ths
dust, which is Wiways more or less floating 19

the air, and durmg the pravalence of a strgp

south-cast wind 15 aliwost intoterable ; 1t duyg
the whole r, peactrates every where, “logs one'’y
pores, fills oue's eyes, disnzures oue’s clotheg
Lapoits books and furatare  the trunks of u,;
trees in the town fook as 11 they had been Paint.
ed with red ochre. ana the verdure of the leaveg
15 hatf-hidden by the snme red 1werustanos,

MLNMU OF MNALUKL,

Amone the Tavanese heve exiataa traditio
which reliates that thear aivst plea of osge arose
from the cirenmstanee of ono ot their nneesiopg
having heard the aic mnke a melahions souyg
as 1t passedd throneh the hollow ot 0 hamlyes
the, whieh happewed to be hanring aceidenta).
v from o tree It iddnesd Lisn to ymitgte it
Thus, perhaps may be denved the table, thyy
mnsie deseended o heaven  They have 5
very cunons spacies of Slian instrameny
formed of bamboo, very common to some of the
Vustralasran istes, whieh emits as well sope
very fine tones as elicts some discordant noles,
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THE BOOBY,

The Enelish name for a gennsof birds in the
family Pelicanide . . . T'hese
birds dertve thewr name foom their apathy in
allowing themselves to be raptored, or knocked
on the head, withont an attempt to eseape,
whenve their stupidity has become proverbial,
Thonsands treed on the 1stand of Ascension, on
the Buhamas, on the islets of the coast of Gui.
ana, along the shores of New Spain and the
Caraceas as wellas of Brazil - They are fund
afso on the Island of Rudrigurz, the Alcranes,
Lo, . . . . Thonzh well fur.
nished with oars, the Booby selinm swims, nnd
never dives  Its mode of taking its prey is by
Jashing down fromn on high wih unerring aim
upon those fishes which frequent the surface,
and instantly rising again into the air ., |
Nuttall says :—* The Boobies have n domestic
enemy more steady though Irss sangninary in
his persecutions than tan.  This is the Frigats
Pelican or Man of War's Bird, who, with a keen
eye, descrying his huinble vassal at a distance,
pursues him without internmssion, and obliges
him, by blows with h's wings and his bill, to
surrender his finny prey. which the pirate in.
stantly swallows.  The Booby utters a loud
ery, something in sound hetwixt that of the
raven and the goose ; and this wailing is heard
more particularly when puarsued by the Frigate
Bird, or when the nassemblage happens to be
seized with noy sudden panic? Feuillee says
—+ When the Boobies return in bands towards
the evening from their fishing, the Frigate Birds
are in waiting, nnd, dushing upen them compel
them to cry as 1f for succour, in doing which
they disgorge somo of the fish which they ure
carrying to their young ones; and thus do the
Frigate Birds profit by the fishing of the Boo-
bies, which they then Jeave to pursue their
route.” Leguat thus writes:—* The Boobies
came to repose at night upon the island of Rod-
riguez ; anlthe Frigates, whicl aie large birds,
so called from their lightoess und speed in sail-
ing through the air, wait for the Baobies every
evening on the tops of the trees They rise on
the approach of the latter verv high in the air,
and dart down upon thewmn like n lalcon on his
prey. ‘I'be Booby. struck in this manner by
the Frigate, gives up s fish, which the Frigate
catches in the air.  The Booby ofien shrieks,
and shows his unwillingness to abaundon his
prey ; but the Frigate mncks at his eries, and,
rising, dashes down upon him anew. till he has
compelled the Booby to obey "— 1%e Nutionat
Cyelopedia of Useful Knowl-ige Vol. 111,

VOLUNTARY SLAVES,

About Quillimane and Luabo, aud, indeed,
in all the Portugese possessions on the coast,

themse!ves out as woud cutters, machila bear-
<13, or labourers, and such is the degraded state
of society, that these men are tauated by the
slaves as having no white man to look after
them, and see themn righted when oppressed.- -
They are kept in ?bje(,liou by w very severe
and separate cude of laws, and if they break or
injure anythiog which they cannot pay fer, they
become slaves.  After the death of Morues, Az:
vedo's father-in-law, who was a very severe nas.
ter, o less than eighteen sluves, who had de.
serted and escaped into thy iuterior, returned to
the estate and resumed their work, preferring
slavery to the iron rule of the cliicts of their own
color | athers come freqrentiy to scll thewnselves,
and to buy them is the greatest boon a good
aster can bestow, and thicir price is fromn three
to fivo pieces of clouty or dungaree. Azvedo
relates an anecdote of a man who day after day
had been importoning hin to take him asa
slave, and, when he found that he could not get
rid ot his freedoin by fair means, he watched
the opportunity whilst Azvedo's little boy was
walking in the garden with his nurse, and tore
the child’s frock, which created u great hubbub
and noise, and the father ranning out, found his
son dreadlully frightened, and the black rolling
in the dirt, according to the custom of his coun-
try. Embracing his feet, he cried out, that as
he had refused to buy him, he had torn his
child's frock, and having nothing to pay for i,
he was hisslave by the law of the country ; 20
seeing he was 8o determined, he gave him his
clouty, and he has worked away steadily ever
since.— Barnard’s Cruize in the Mozamligue

Channel,

are nutnbers of Colonos, or freo blucks, who hire 8




