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Steep Your Seed

Beloved, there is one reason why we

‘thould pray, those of us who are engaged
in the Lord’s work in any way, because it
“ is prayer that will ensure success” Two
labourersjin God’s harvest met e:";ah other
once upoa & time, and they sat down to
‘compare notes. One was a man of sor-
rowful epirit, and the other joyous, for God
bad given him the desire of his heart.—
" The ead brother said, « Friend, I cannot

understand how it is that everything you
do is sure to prosper. You scatter seed
with both your hands very diligently, and
it springs up, and so ragidly 100, ﬁm;, the

reaper treads upon the heels of the |
and the sower himself aoaj the heels
of the next reapor.ma Havesommi o no

L havesown,” gaj
WD e,
* 83 you have done, i b

you haye and I think 1
I have been Just as diligent ; 1 thinkctzttl) ig

:((;ﬂm}:l:’sg);e;; dt:«ia sz:ltlm, for we have labour-
nt
the seed has been “ibe same quality. on

of the same quality, for
I have found mine where you get ;oi’rsf—

the common

th 0on granary. But alas, d,

til:qnd, mine never springs up. rlnio;% it.

aeelt! :s llx:x I sowed upon the waves, I never
Tvest. Here and there a sickly

blade of wh i
oiad di<l)i wx?t‘asga Imhave discovered with great

reward for o1 h, but I can see but little

my ]abo »
long together, for t.hom;rothThey talver

;;her;fore he sought to comfort this mourn-
lng rother. They compared notes; they
ooked through all the rules of husbs,mdl
and they could not solve the myste wlvly,'y:
0ne was successful and the other IH):)ured
In vain. - At Jast one said to the other,
I must retire” « Wherefore i gaid the
2th<lalr, “Why thid is the time,” said he,
“g en I must go and steep my seed.”—
teep your seed ” said the other. « Yes,
Iy brother, I always steep my seed before
N nl(t;w it. T stexp it till it begins to swell,
germinabe,_ and I can Almost see &
gl(‘)?leli bladfa springing from it, and then
y o now it speedily grows after it 4s sown.”
nt o said the other, “ but T understand
you:v At you mean. How do you stesp
e st:gd, and in what mysterious
- ure?™  « Brother,” said he, «it is a
"position made of one part of the tears
agony for the souls of men, and the
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other part of the tears of a hol ny
which Pwrestles with God in rayzr aﬁlm
mixture if you drop your in it, hath a
transcendant efficacy to make every grain
full of life so that it is not lost.” The
other rese and went on his way, and forgot
not what he had learned, but he began to
steep his seed too; he spent less time in his
study, more time in his closet; he was less
abroad, more at home; less with man, and
more with God. And he went abroad and
scattered his seed, and he too, saw a har-
vest, and the Lord was glorified in them
twain.—Spurgeon.

CHARACTER IS POWER. !,

It is often said that knowledge is powar
—and this s true.  Skill or faculty of say
kind earries with it superiority. to &
certain extent, wealth is power, and rank i
power, and intellect is power, and genius
has a transcendant gift of mastery over men,
But higler, purer, and better than all,
more constant in its influence, more lasting
in its sway, is the power of character—
that power which emanates from a pure
and lofty mind. Take any commuhity,
who is the man of most influence! To
whom do all look up with reverencet Not
the *smartest” man, nor the cleverest
politician, nor the it brilliant talker, but
he who, in a long course of years, tried by
the extremes of prosperity and adversity,
has approved himself to the judgment of
his neighbours and of all who have seen
his life, as worthy to be called Wise and
Goop.—Anon.

PULL IT UP BY THE RQOT.

« Father, here is a dock,” said Thomas,
as he was at work with his father in
the garden; “shall I cut it off close to the
root #”

« No,” replied his father, « that will not
do; I have cut it up myself wany times,
but it grows again stronger aud stronger.l
Pull it up by the root, for nothing else wil
kill it.” ’ )

Thomas pulled again and again at the
dock; btit the root was very deep in the
ground, and he could not stir it from its
place; so he asked his father to come and
help him, and his father went and soom
pulled it out.
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